
6 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT #FORWAYNECOUNTY
NO. 01
THIS IS OUR HOME.
Wayne County, where farmer meets upwardly mobile and where 

small bustling city meets village farmland.  A unique collection 

of different communities and diverse people all bundled up as 

one; we all have one thing in common… we are Wayne County.  

This is home.

NO. 02
OUR HEARTS ARE ALIVE.
Our heart beats for Wayne County and the world, because we 

believe that Jesus’ does too.  We are fueled by Christ’s love for us 

and want to share His love with everyone.

NO. 03
IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE HELPING 
PEOPLE.
Individually we can make a ripple, together we can make a tidal 

wave. We believe that #forwaynecounty can be an unstoppable 

movement of people helping people.  But that only happens when 

we work together. We plan to partner with existing organizations 

and help inspire people to help people.

NO. 04
THE NEEDS ARE REAL.
Talk to anyone who works at a social service organization in 

Wayne County, the needs are overwhelming. There’s no way we 

can meet them all. However, we are sacrificially committed to 

meeting as many needs as we can to help our community thrive.

NO. 05
THE DREAM IS BIG.
It all started with a dream that people would understand that 

the church is for them and God is for them. We are the people 

of Wayne County, and we are for the people of Wayne County. 

We want people to succeed, to love, to be loved, and we want to 

share a never-ending love. The dream is to meet practical needs, 

but the dream is so much bigger. It’s to meet the deepest needs of 

people, emotionally and spiritually. 

NO. 06
WE’RE JUST GETTING STARTED.
#forwaynecounty never stops. It’s you. It’s me. Working to make 

our home a better place. It’s representing Jesus where we live 

and work. It’s leveraging what we have to care for others around 

us. That’s what Jesus did. 

If we aren’t for Wayne County, 
WHO WILL BE?



WOOSTER – It’s hard to think about someone going without a meal; for many, 
finding food is never a challenge. There is money in the bank and food in the 
refrigerator. Tummies are full and families are primed to take on the chal-
lenges of the day.

For a portion of the population, not knowing whether there will be food 
to eat or not is an all too familiar experience. They might not know when the 
next time they have a good meal will be or from where it will come. 

While this type of hunger may evoke images of far off, people experienc-
ing it are much closer to home than many think -- they are in Wayne County. 
For some in the area, hunger is not just an abstract concept, it is a reality.

Of Wayne County’s approximately 115,000 residents, 13 percent, or 14,990 
individuals, are classified as food insecure, according the Akron-Canton 
Regional Foodbank. About 23 percent of children in Wayne County, or 6,480 
children, are under the same classification.  

Food insecurity is a technical term, defined and used by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in its measurements of the accessibility of food to the 
nation’s populous. Experiencing food insecurity means having limited ac-
cess to and nutritious food necessary for a healthy and active lifestyle.

This  means the about one in eight individuals in Wayne County do not 
know for sure each day whether they will have a healthy meal to fuel them 
for the day. The statistics reveal one in four children are not guaranteed a 
well balanced meal to propel them through school days.

The situation locally jives with realities across the nation. The USDA 
Economic Research Service states about 14 percent of all households in 
the nation experience food insecurity. While the numbers paint a detailed 
picture of the issue of hunger locally and nationally, one only needs to look 
to their local food pantries and social service agencies to understand the 
gravity of the issue.

For instance, at the Salvation Army Wooster Corps, many of the agency’s 
operations are targeted toward combating the issue of hunger. Capt. 
Madelaine Dwier, who heads up the local organization, attests to the needs 
of community, saying the organization regularly interacts with individuals 
classified as food insecure.

Every day, the Salvation Army serves meals to the hungry and homeless 

through its soup kitchen and shelter in Wooster. The agency serves a lot 
of meals, with 2015 tally reaching 50,000 individual meals, Dwier said. For 
whatever reason people come to the kitchen, be it a disability which keeps 
them from working or a series of misfortunes, the meals serve as a critical 
element in helping people live well nourished lives. 

Other agencies echo Dwier’s observation’s. At People to People Minis-
tries, which provides county residents who meet specific needs require-
ments with multitude of different types of aid, the agency has been busy 
assisting families with acquiring food. The agency has a food pantry, and 
according to its July 2016 newsletter, available on People to People Minis-
tries’ website, ptpm.net, a total of 356 individuals were assisted in June of 
this year with food from the organization’s pantry. That brings the running 
total of individuals receiving in-kind food aid to 2,906.

“Staple items are always needed,” the newsletter states, further painting 
a picture of the need in the community. The newsletter continues by stat-
ing the agency is currently in need of granulated sugar, helper mixes, hot 
cereal, pudding, canned tuna and baby food stage one and three.

It was the gravity of the situation which lead some in the community to 
act in late summer, 2015. Rachel Snyder, Communications Director at Grace 
Church, said as the church’s leadership began discussing how it could 
make a positive impact in the community.

“We sat down last year and tried to answer some crucial questions 
-- ‘what are the biggest needs in our community’ and ‘how can we help,” 
Snyder said.

Through conversations with area leaders in the social service world, 
Grace Church began to unpack the challenges facing the greater Wayne 
County community. While a number of issues were discussed, Snyder said 
it was the challenges in the realm of food security that most resonated with 
the group and galvanized them to action.

“We compiled pages and pages of needs, but when we heard the food 
insecurity numbers in northeast Ohio we were blown away,” she said. “We 
knew we needed to do something.”

This was the beginning of the first ever #ForWayneCounty food drive. 
Hosted at the Wayne County Fair, the food drive aimed at gathering 350,000 

pounds of canned good to be distributed to various agencies. The bounty of 
food that had been collected by the end of the 2015 fair was then  distrib-
uted to a variety of social service agencies and food pantries, including, 
but not limited to, the Salvation Army Wooster Corps and People to People 
Ministries. 

Dwier said the Salvation Army received between two and three pallets 
full of canned food and monetary donations. This is significant, she said, 
noting the agency is able to serve many people at a relatively low cost - 
$2.48 per meal. Without donations, financial constraints would shrink the 
agency’s reach.

“Grace Church combined the efforts of many and created a movement,” 
Dwier stated earlier in a letter to the editor published in The Daily Record on 
Oct. 9, 2015. She added “#forwaynecounty will provide thousands of meals 
to the food insecure in our community.”

COMPANY: BURKEY EXCAVATING INC.
Jim Frizell, Owner
1. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOU (YOUR BUSINESS) TO BE A PART OF THE #FORWAYNECOUNTY 

MOVEMENT? 
God has taught me so much in owning this business.  My father in law, Jim Burkey, started this 
business in 1961 right here in Wayne County and I have been with him since 1982. While it has 
not always been easy, I have learned to completely trust God and He has always been faithful 
and continues to bless our business. With the majority of our work coming from Wayne County, it 
only seems right to be a part of the for Wayne County movement. 

2. WHY DID YOU CHOSE #FORWAYNECOUNTY OVER ANY OTHER CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION? 
It was alarming to me to find out how many people are food insecure in Wayne County. For many 
of us we take it for granted where our next meal is coming from, being more concerned about 
what I want to eat than if there is even something to eat. 

3. WHAT WOULD YOU TELL SOMEBODY (ANOTHER FAMILY) THAT WAS CONSIDERING BEING A PART OF 
THE MOVEMENT? 
Meeting people’s most basic needs can be some of the most rewarding things that we can do. I 
have always been a rubber meets the road kind of person and I think that is what this movement 
is. It is truly being HIS hands and feet. 

INTERVIEW
FAMILY: THE STEWARTS
Jenna & Kyle
1.  WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOU (YOUR FAMILY) TO BE A PART OF THE #FORWAYNECOUNTY 

MOVEMENT? 
It is important for my family and I to be a part of #forwaynecounty because we want to serve 
outside our Church home and into lives of others. #forwaynecounty is helping me teach my 
young children to learn to give and better the people/land that surround them every day. It is 
helping me to serve and become stronger in our church family. 

2.  WHY DID YOU CHOSE #FORWAYNECOUNTY OVER ANY OTHER CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION? 
We chose #forwaynecounty over other charitable organizations because it is an organization 
larger than ourselves benefiting our friends and neighbors. We believe in the heart and hard 
work Grace has and their mission to better our community. 

3.  WHAT WOULD YOU TELL SOMEBODY (ANOTHER FAMILY) THAT WAS CONSIDERING BEING A PART OF 
THE MOVEMENT? 
I would tell anyone who is considering joining the #forwaybecounty movement to consider 
who and what it stands for. This is helping our community, our neighbors, our land we use daily. 
#forwaynecounty is our HOME! This is an organization where I know where my money and time 
are going.  

FOOD INSECURITY IN NORTHEAST OHIO BY: THOMAS DOOHAN



The mission of Wayne Metropolitan Housing Authority is 

simple. “To assist low-income families and individuals with safe, 

decent, and affordable housing opportunities as they strive to 

improve the quality of their lives.” For Wayne County had the 

pleasure of partnering with Wayne Metro in this mission through 

their “Make Dreams Come True” project. Many community 

individuals came together to provide a handicap accessible 

home for our new friends Bill and Lisa. We were able to help by 

installing kitchen cabinets, pouring the cement driveway, roofing 

the new house, and even helping with lawn care! The day of the 

big reveal when the happy couple received the keys to their new 

home, Lisa had this to say about the dream to own their own 

home finally becoming a reality, “From the bottom of our hearts, 
we want to thank everyone who pulled this all together.”

Check out www.forwaynecounty.org for more opportunities to 

serve families in our community.

Larwill Mobile Home Park was deemed unfit to live, and left 

dozens of families without homes. 

#forwaynecounty partnered with and walked alongside 

Wayne County Metropolitan Housing Authority to help transition 

many people out of their homes and into new living arrangements.  

So many organizations, churches, and individuals responded; it 

was incredible to see our community put their arms around the 

families that were displaced and looking for new homes and 

furnishings. 

We had the opportunity to support a few families. We worked 

to completely renovate a house for a family who had been living 

in a tent and had no place to call home. We donated, we painted, 

we furnished, we decorated, we put our arms around a few that 

God placed within our reach.

 It was a privilege to meet and work with the tenants of Larwill 

Trailer Park, but also the folks at the Wayne Metropolitan Housing 

Authority. We value the relationships and friendships that have 

grown from the small part we played in such a large community 

effort.

Schools matter. Teachers can’t fix all the problems of the 

world, but we all know the impact one great teacher can make 

in the life of a student. We believe our schools (teachers, faculty 

and staff) have an incredible opportunity to change our world 

one student at a time. And even though we haven’t been able to 

bless all of our schools yet, we can’t wait to continue walking 

alongside teachers, administrations, coaches, faculty, staff and 

students in our Wayne County school systems. 

 This past year, #forwaynecounty was able to partner with 

Wooster City Schools. School staff members have a HUGE job, 

and need to know that we appreciate what they do every day for 

Wayne County. So the #forwaynecounty crew started delivering 

breakfast bagels for them during parent teacher conferences. 

Students also need to know that we are for them! Hundreds 

of people came together not only to provide a team meal for the 

hungry Wooster Generals football team one evening, but also 

provided thousands of backpacks full of weekend snacks for 

students who rely on the school for meals throughout the week. 

There’s more to come this year as the schools have mentioned 

a need for hygiene products. Check out www.forwaynecounty.

org for all of the current #forwaynecounty initiatives and ways 

for you to continue the movement.

PROJECT
SCHOOL COMMUNITYHOME

“I couldn’t believe the amount of people who gave 

all their time to be for Wayne County. My office was 

like a revolving door as people brought in their 

donations. For Wayne County has really impacted 

not only the lives of the tenants, but the lives of my 

staff as well.”  

Tara Baker, Wayne Metropolitan Housing Authority

“#forwaynecounty has done a wonderful job 

fulfilling a need for our elementary students. Your 

generous donations have changed the lives of 

numerous children this school year. We can’t thank 

you enough for all you’ve done.”  Kaley M. Egli

“From the bottom of our hearts, we want to thank 

everyone who pulled this all together.” 

Bill and Lisa




