
 

 

Resolution 
  
 Whereas, on June 12, 2016, our community, of which the Orange County Republican Party is a vital part, 

was attacked by a terrorist that left 49 of our neighbors dead, and many more suffering long-term injuries; and 

 
 Whereas, in the wake of these horrific events, the Party and the undersigned elected officials wish to offer 

a very special message of support, sympathy and inclusion, as well as comfort and prayer, to the members of the 

Central Florida LGBTQ community and the Hispanic community, many of whom fell on that terrible night, joined 

in some cases by their loved ones and friends, whom we also honor; and 
  

 Whereas, we are all first and foremost Americans, grieving together whenever a cruel and senseless act of 

terrorism occurs on our land or abroad; and 
  

 Whereas, all Americans of good will, who have done no violence or harm to others, deserve our support, 

protection and respect, regardless of whom they choose to worship, to vote for, to do business with and, indeed, to 

love in the fullness of their hearts; and 
  

 Whereas, during this Lincoln Day celebration, we reflect on the values and beliefs of the Republican Party, 

including the sanctity of life, the protection of individual liberty, the freedom of religion, of speech and of 
conscience for all Americans; and 

 

 Whereas, 37 Florida cities and counties, representing more than 11.1 million Floridians, have adopted 
local Human Rights Ordinances prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity; and  

 

 Whereas, Florida law bans discrimination in employment, housing and public accommodations based on 

race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap or marital status; however, Florida law does not protect 
individuals from discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identification; and 

 

 Whereas, 84 percent of the nation’s largest companies have adopted comprehensive anti-discrimination 
policies that include sexual orientation and gender identity; and 

 

 Whereas, because recruiting and retaining talent is critical to the state’s long-term business success, 28 

major Florida employers and nine Fortune 500 companies have joined together to support legislative initiatives that 
promote fairness by banning anti-gay and gender-based discrimination; 

 

 Now, Therefore, we the undersigned do hereby Resolve that all Americans should be treated with equality, 
dignity and respect, and support efforts of Florida businesses and individuals to pass legislation banning 

discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identification. 

 
Done and Approved this 28th day of July 2016 

by the undersigned Republican elected officials in Orange County, Florida. 
   

Mayor Teresa Jacobs Congressman John Mica Mayor Gary Bruhn 
Com. Scott Boyd 
Com. Pete Clarke  
Com. Jennifer Thompson 
Com. Ted Edwards  
Com. Bryan Nelson 
Chairman Lew Oliver 
 

State Rep. Mike Miller  
State Rep. Rene Plasencia 
Chairman, OCPS, Bill Sublette 
Rep. OCPS, Christine Moore 
Council Pres. John Dowless  
Com. Jim Gray  
 

Mayor Steve Leary 
Mayor  Dale McDonald 
Mayor Ray Bagshaw 
Mayor Lydia Pisano  
Mayor Kathy Stark  
Com. Tony Ortiz 
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