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Initial Impression 
This is a large and great-looking bowie knife from the forge of ABS (American              
Bladesmith Society) master bladesmith Daniel Winkler. I love the geometry of both the             
blade and handle, each complimenting the other quite well. Although the knife is             
extremely solid, it is not overly heavy for its mass. It is well-balanced and              
maneuverable. The handle is solid and comfortable. The coating on the carbon steel             
blade appears quite similar in nature to Parkerizing. The knife comes with a kydex              
sheath, and the knife is American made.  

SHEATH 
The body is made of flexible polymer. The belt loops are nylon and are held to the                 
sheath by another piece of polymer measuring 3 ¼” x 2 ½”. This piece is attached to                 
the body of the sheath by two screws. The nylon belt loops will accept a belt up to 1 ¾”                    
wide. 

The interior portion of the sheath is extremely unique. It has been lined with suede or                
other similar material which will help protect the finish.  

HANDLE 
I like the design of the handle a lot. It is substantial, measuring 6 ¼” from end to end. It                    
is constructed of micarta, a cloth material impregnated with resin, which creates comfort             
and durability. Overall, the fit of the handle to the tang is nice.  

The area in which this handle really shines is its shape. It offers a concave surface for                 
one’s index and small fingers along with a palm swell at the bottom for added gripping                
power. Also known as a bird’s head, the butt end of the handle also provides a forward                 
curve, providing a nice resting place. The handle covers the blade’s integral guard,             
which has a forward-facing concave curve.  

 



 

 

BLADE 
Measuring about 9 ½” in length and over ¼” thick, this is one substantial and               
intimidating clip-point blade. The tip is well-defined and pointed for ease of penetration.             
The substantial 2mm cutting edge is extremely sharp and well-supported.  

The blade has an integral dual guard, extending outward from the blade about ½”. The               
guard has a forward-facing curve that is both effective and attractive and is covered by               
the micarta handle.  

The steel comprising this knife is 80CRV2. This is a high-carbon, low-alloy steel from              
the German firm of Thyssen-Krupp. The two most significant aspects are that this is a               
very tough spring steel ideal for knives intended for hard use, and being high carbon,               
this should hold an edge well and be easy to sharpen. The manufacturer’s logo and               
serial number are on the left side of the blade and the Wilson Eagle logo oversees the                 
right. The manufacturers name and the letters USA also appear on top of the spine at                
the handle.  

The blade is protected by a Parkerized finish. This is a time-honored coating that has               
been widely used by the military for generations.  

This blade has a feature known as a recurve. In a nutshell, this feature describes the                
cutting edge behind the belly taking on a on concave appearance as it progresses back               
toward the handle. The character of a recurve can vary from a profile that is barely                
noticeable, as in this instance, to one that can be quite pronounced, such as the Kukri.  
 
Probably the two most frequent comments one will hear about recurve blades is that              
they provide good cutting leverage and that they are harder to sharpen. I believe both               
trains of thought are on the right track. The slight recurve of this blade does give it a                  
sleek and flowing appearance.  Good looks never hurt anything.  
 

UTILIZATION 
 

Because of this Bowie’s physical size, it is not going to be a general purpose tool. So,                 
the hundred-dollar question becomes, “how can it best be utilized”?  
 
Of all the possibilities one might consider for this knife, I believe the most appropriate               
venue lies within the field or campsite because of its greatly enhanced ability to chop.               
At a basecamp, or during the process of setting one up, a knife may be called upon to                  



perform any number of highly abusive tasks. If one does not have the proper tools for                
each specific job, a knife such as this could be invaluable.  

 
 
 

PERFORMANCE 
 

The combination of weight, mass and momentum allow this blade to make short and              
easy work of large jobs. For starters, I chopped a 2x4 piece of wood in half with little                  
effort. Afterward, the cutting edge showed not so much as a mark of wear. This was                
followed up by splitting a 12” x ¾” board into two halves by using a mallet to drive the                   
blade through the board from top to bottom. Again, the cutting edge came through              
without a mark. I also used the cutting edge to destroy an orange ceramic-style flower               
pot and then chop it up into little pieces. The result was comparable to Godzilla               
stepping on a Volkswagen and grinding it into the pavement. I also enjoyed whacking              
chunks out of a railroad tie.  
 
Ascending the ladder of abuse, I used a mallet to drive the entire blade through a piece                 
of sheet metal that had been laid on the ground. I drove the entire blade through the                 
metal and directly into the earth. Additionally, the tip was pounded into a 2x4 and then                
roughly slammed down onto the board, tearing up a chunk of the wood each time. After                
10 repetitions, the tip still looked good as new.  
 
An equally punishing and abusive ordeal for the cutting edge was to apply ten heavy               
blows to a solid block of ice. On weaker blades, this process can cause the cutting edge                 
to chip, crack or roll. In this case, the edge held up as though nothing had happened. I                  
then turned our attention to a couple trees where I severed small branches and limbs               
that were around 2” in size. It was a piece of cake for this behemoth. To evaluate the                  
finish, I also scrubbed both sides of the blade with a wire brush, leaving quite a few                 
marks. 
 
In addition to these abusive procedures, I also used it to cut a wide variety of items that                  
one would normally expect a smaller fixed blade knife to handle. As to be expected,               
this knife easily defeated everything I threw at it. These processes were unwieldy             
simply because of this knife’s physical size, but it did the job.  
 
By the time the evaluation process was over, the blade showed a lot of scratches,               
abrasions, wear and tear. An application of 0000 steel wool and Wilson’s Lite Oil              
removed a tremendous amount of them. As long as one applies a thin coat of oil with                 



relative frequency, as one should to any knife blade consisting primarily of carbon,             
corrosion won’t have a chance.  
 

FINAL ANALYSIS 
 
Without question, this is one massive, solid, tough and intimidating knife. This blade             
was born to chop and it does its job incredibly well.  
 
The blade itself, along with its cutting edge and tip, performed flawlessly. The finish is               
tough but did sustain some superficial damage as a result of the abuse it was given.                
Again, however, most of this was removed by hand with little effort. Upon completion of               
the evaluation, the cutting edge would no longer shave hair from my arm, but still had                
enough life to accomplish any needed task.  
 
A tremendous feature of this knife is that one does not have to have a specific purpose                 
in mind in order to enjoy it. It’s eye-catching size and bad-ass appearance speak for               
themselves. It stands alone on its own merits. Whether this knife is secured within a               
wall-mounted display case or valued as part of one’s field gear, you will admire its               
presence for years.  


