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I. INTRO 
A. If you are a Christian then everything that is true of Jesus Christ is true of you.  To the 

degree that you are surprised – or confused, by that statement, is the degree to which 
this sermon series is essential for you to know and experience God’s joy. 

1. Here is the gospel: God develops a perfect righteousness and provides it to us – 
and by THAT righteousness alone we are completely and eternally justified. 

2. Here is how J.I. Packer says it in his classic book Knowing God:  [Justification 
is] God’s forgiveness of the past, together with his acceptance for the future.1 

3. Churches are full of people who are not certain of God’s love for them… 
B. By way of introduction, let’s briefly consider the difference between Moralism and 

The Gospel2 

Moralism (or, Religion)  The Gospel 
I obey, therefore I’m accepted I’m accepted by God; therefore I obey 

Motivation is fear and insecurity Motivation is grateful joy 

I obey to get things from God I obey to get God — to delight in God 

When circumstances go wrong there is 
anger 

When circumstances go wrong there is 
struggle but knowing God is in control 

When criticized we are either furious or 
devastated 

When criticized we struggle but know 
my identity is in God 

Prayer life is primarily about petition Prayer life is primarily about being 
present with God 

Self view swings from confidence to 
lacking confidence 

Self view understands our depraved 
nature, but that we are also accepted in 
Christ.  Humility based confidence 

Identity and self worth are achievement 
based 

Identity is in Christ, who He is and what 
He has done 

We produce idols to sustain our hope 
and confidence 

No need for idols since Christ is all 

C. By way of review, our series is titled Red Ink and we are looking at the words of 
Jesus in a famous section of the Bible called the Sermon on the Mount.  And more 
specifically we are in a sub-section of the SOTM called the Beatitudes. 

1. The Beatitudes (Mat. 5:3-12) describe our surrendered response to the Gospel 
with eight qualities that characterize the life OF Jesus Christ, and therefore our 
life IN Jesus Christ. 

                                                
1 J.I. Packer. Knowing God, pp. 206-207. 
2 Adapted from Tim Keller. The Gospel In Life Study Guide: 16. 
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2. The Beatitudes describe the change process (the theological term is 
sanctification) – or, how the gospel of Jesus Christ gets worked IN us and then 
THROUGH us.  

3. Last week we looked at Mat 5:3: “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” and Roms 7:14-25.  To enter into God’s kingdom, we are 
awakened to the reality of our need to admit that we have come to the end of 
ourselves and are in need of God’s help and care.   

4. This week we are looking at Mat 5:4, which states, “Blessed are those who 
mourn for they will be comforted.  As we are honest about our own sinful 
tendencies there will be a transforming grief, or repentance, that surfaces – not 
only for our own lives, but also for the injustice, greed, and suffering that grips 
our world.   

5. One author said our sense of sin is the measure of our soul’s awareness of God.3 
D. Our verses for today are Mathew 5:4 (which I have already read) and 2 Cor 7:9-10. 

Let’s look at it together…This is God’s word.  Let’s pray together and ask God to stir 
our hearts and enlighten the eyes of our hearts… 

II. BODY   
A. Today we will consider the concept of repentance.  There are two types of repentance. 

One is what Paul calls a one time Godly sorrow that gives life (and notice there is a 
false repentance that Paul calls worldly sorrow that produces death).  The second kind 
of repentance, the one Mat 5:4 describes, is an ongoing sorrow that changes us from 
the inside out.  

B. The Greek word for repentance that Paul uses in 2 Cor 7:9 and 10 is: 
1. Metanoeō – Meta means change and this is the word used for conversion.  Two 

weeks ago I said there are two actions required for conversion (or salvation) – 
repentance and faith.  Two actions, but only one motion.  To repent is to turn 
AWAY from sin and faith is turning TO God.  Two actions with one motion.  

2. The Greek word for mourn in Mat 5:4 is Pentheō (pen-the'-ō) – and (sure 
enough) it means to mourn - or lament.  Of all the terms in the Bible used for 
sorrow it is the strongest and most severe.  One pastor/theologian describes it as, 
“a deep inner agony.”4 

C. Here is what we will consider today: The 2 Cor word, metanoeō, gets US INTO the 
Kingdom of God.  The Mat 5 word, pentheō, gets the Kingdom of God INTO US.  
Both words are calls to repent.  One is directed at the unbeliever and the other is 
directed to the believer.   

D. We will look at the problem of repentance, the power of repentance, the process of 
repentance, and finally, the privilege of repentance: 

1. The PROBLEM of repentance. 
                                                
3 Father Danielou, quoted in, What’s So Amazing About Grace? by Philip Yancey, p. 183. 
4 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7 MacArthur New Testament Commentary: 137-138. 
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a. One of the PROBLEMS of repentance is that it conjures up a multitude of 
negative (or, moralistic and religious) connotations of signs, or billboards, 
or tracks.  You may have heard of a church in the mid-West that pickets 
the funerals of soldiers that have died in action – and other REALLY 
inappropriate activities…  I went by their website yesterday and their web-
address begins with “God hates” and there are also sister sites that also 
begin with “God hates.”  I would describe this as the epitome of religious 
moralism – and does not represent the heart of God.  

b. (Last week I mentioned how God’s infinite holiness and infinite love 
intersect at the cross.) 

c. Another PROBLEM we have with repentance is that we are offended 
when someone tells us we need to change…because we’re convinced 
we’re right. (PROBLEM) 

2. The POWER of repentance.  

a. We saw last week that a one-word synonym for the phrase “poor in 
spirit” in Mat 5:3 is SURRENDER.  We also saw last week that when 
Paul surrenders at the end of Roms 7 the grace of God comes and does IN 
him and THROUGH him what he cannot do on his own. 

b. In moralistic religion we earn our forgiveness WITH, or BY, our 
repentance, but in the gospel we just RECEIVE it. 

c. In Counterfeit Gods, Tim Keller writes, “Fear-based repentance makes us 
hate ourselves [but] joy-based repentance makes us hate the sin.” 

3. The PROCESS of repentance. 
a. The PROCESS of repentance becomes clearer to us when we begin to see 

there is a difference between repentance with ‘relentance.’  This is where 
2 Cor 7:9-10 comes into play… 

1) Relentance is what Paul identifies as the “sorrow of the world” in 2 
Cor 7:10.  Paul says this kind of sorrow “produces death.”  Why?   
Because it’s self-centered: The “sorrow of the world” is when we 
feel sorry for something we did because of its potential to backfire 
on us and lead to our humiliation and/or punishment. 

2) Repentance, on the other hand, is God-centered and manifests itself 
in the uncomfortable feeling of (legitimate) guilt when the Word of 
God (or a person) points out that what we’ve done is sin and has 
brought reproach on God's name.  (It’s letting the Bible read you!) 

3) Relentance happens when we fear that our sin will backfire and hurt 
us (or the ones we love).  Repentance happens when we realize our 
sin hurts the heart of God.  Judas relented but Peter repented. 

b. What starts us down the pathway of repentance?  Roms 2:4 speaks directly 
to this: “Do you think lightly of the riches of [God’s] kindness and 
tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
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repentance?”  We deserve God’s wrath, but God’s kindness makes a way 
for us. 

c. I titled today’s message, The Way In Is The Way On.  2 Cor 7 repentance 
gets us into the Kingdom and Mat 5 repentance (or mourning) gets the 
Kingdom into us.  We can think of Mat 5 repentance as ‘lifestyle 
repentance.’ 

d. The catalyst for the Protestant Reformation in 1517 was a Catholic priest 
named Martin Luther, who nailed a list of 95 Theses to the church door 
at Wittenberg.  His first thesis stated that – All of life is repentance. 

e. Later, John Calvin said, “This renewal, indeed, is not accomplished in a 
moment, a day, or a year, but by uninterrupted, sometimes even by slow 
progress God abolishes the remains of carnal corruption in his elect, 
cleanses them from pollution, and consecrates them as his temples, 
restoring all their inclinations to real purity, so that during their whole 
lives they may practice repentance, and know that death is the only 
termination to this warfare.”5 

4. The PRIVILEGE of repentance. 
a. What needs to get deep in your soul and your psyche if you are intent on 

following Jesus is that you are a child beloved of God who has been 
redeemed – and that your greatest joy and delight will be found in 
knowing and being known by Jesus Christ. 

b. But wait, there’s more!!  The Holy Spirit – the Third Person of the 
Trinity takes up residence at the center of your being – and begins to shape 
and mold you into the person He has called you to be.   

c. These truths become the TRUEST thing about us and it needs to shape 
everything else.  

d. Do you realize what this means?  What is true of Christ is true of you.  
Everything true of Christ is true of you.  You are holy and beloved, you 
have received every spiritual blessing in Christ.  What is true of Jesus is 
now true of you. This is what happens when we are awakened to come TO 
Christ.  This all becomes the TRUE of you. 

e. The way we are to read and engage Scripture from this point forward is to 
become who you already are in Him… 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. There are two groups of people in this room today – those who are Christians and 
those who are not.  Two weeks ago I identified the distinction as, those who are 
citizens of the Right-Side-Up (Intuitive) Kingdom and those of us who are citizens of 
the Upside-Down (Counterintuitive) Kingdom. 

B. Let me be clear, both groups are in desperate need of repentance.   
                                                
5 John Calvin. Institutes of The Christian Faith, III.3.ix. 
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C. If you’re here today and you’re NOT a Christian.  I pray that God would awaken your 
heart to your need for salvation, healing, and reconciliation.  Here’s what I would say 
to you… 

1. If your baseline perspective is that you’re basically a good person, then I would 
say you haven’t understood the gospel. 

2. And this might poke some church-goers in the eye, but if you’re baseline 
theological perspective is, “Just do your best and God will do the rest” then you 
have not understood the gospel either.  (The identity of the Christian is found in 
Jesus who lived the BEST life because we couldn’t.)  

D. I’m going to address my final thoughts to call those of us who are Christians to 
repent.  I will read the quote and then I will wait for a few moments in silence.  Please 
let it sink in.  And then as I close in prayer the band will come and lead us in a closing 
prayer.  If you are here today and have questions about salvation in general – or your 
salvation, Linda and I will be over at Guest Central.  You can also talk with the 
person who brought you – or call or email the office and we will arrange a time to 
talk. 

E. Author James Burns in his book, Revival, Their Laws and Leaders, asks the question:  
Do we want a revival?  Do we really?  And then he answers... 

F. “To the church, a revival means humiliation, a bitter knowledge of unworthiness and 
an open humiliating confession of sin on the part of her [pastors] and people.  It is not 
the easy and glorious thing many think it to be, who imagine it filled the pews and 
reinstated the church in power and authority.  It comes to scorch before it heals; it 
comes to [convict] people for their unfaithful witness, for their selfish living, for their 
neglect of the cross, and to call them to daily renunciation and to a deep and daily 
consecration.  That is why a revival has ever been unpopular with large numbers 
within the church.  Because it says nothing to them of power, or of ease, or of 
success; it accuses them of sin; it tells them they are dead; it calls them to awake, to 
renounce the world [system] and to follow Christ.”6 

 

                                                
6 James Burns. Revival, Their Laws & Leaders Hodder & Stoughton 1909:50. 


