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Internal advancement is a prime 
objective at Samco Machinery. “We 
are always focused on continually 
advancing our employees,” says 
Repovs. “We’re much more focused 
today on training and development 
internally, so stepping up 
everybody’s knowledge has been 
a real focus.”

Another characteristic of such a 
specialized industry is that proper 
training on how to operate Samco’s 
machinery is both challenging and 
of the utmost importance. “Our 
technology is so advanced, it’s a 
challenge to educate even highly 
educated people on what we do 

and how we learn,” says Repovs. 
For that, the company has launched 
what it calls the Samco Academy 
of Learning, a series of instructional 
DVDs outlining protocols for training 
people in Samco equipment.   

Expanding the Business 
Even after four decades, growth 
is still a major factor at Samco 
Machinery. A recent development 
has been Samco’s investment in 
a new 160,000 square foot facility 
with a new 30-ton crane capacity, 
effectively doubling the company’s 
space and lift capacity. “Business 
is good and it was the right time,” 

S
amco Machinery has 
seen a lot of growth 
and change since 1972, 
when Joe Repovs 
first opened its doors. 

Just over forty years later, the roll 
forming equipment company has 
grown into a global enterprise 
with partnerships stretching from 
Canada to Europe and Asia. In 
2011, the business saw major 
change as Joe Repovs retired and 
son Bob Repovs took the helm as 

CEO. Under his guidance, Samco is 
headed toward further growth with 
each passing year.  
 
Dedication in a Specialized 
Industry 
One of the benefits of such a 
specialized workplace is that 
employees are often in it for the 
long haul. This is certainly the 
case at Samco, which is able to 
boast an exceptional employee 
retention rate thanks in no small 
part to a company culture that 
fosters employee engagement and 
appreciation. “We’ve recently had 
three employees pass their 25 year 
anniversary with the company,” 
says Repovs. 

But while retention is vital, 
training in such a specialized 
industry is also paramount. 
“There’s a skilled labor shortage, 
constantly having to bring in with 
the right basic skills and develop 
them internally – that takes years,” 
says Repovs. “So we’re more 
focused than ever on training and 
development of our employees. As 
we are seeing some people retire, 
we must replace them with next 
generation and get them up to 
speed as quickly as possible.”
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• Joe Repovs (Founder)
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says Repovs. “It gives us the ability 
to take on more and larger projects 
with more material handling, and 
opens up the opportunity for 
branching out into other industries.”

Those other industries include 
more specialized machines to take 
on tasks like slitting lines and coil 
processing. “That’s basically the 
up-front equipment that a lot of our 
customers would have already, or 
where they would purchase their 
raw material from their supplier 
who would have this equipment,” 
Repovs explains. “It’s an up-front 
equipment offering that we can 
offer our existing customers to 
complement what they’re looking 

for, instead of them buying from 
another source.” 

A Continued Focus on 
Globalization 
As Samco Machinery continues to 
grow as a business, globalization 
also remains a strong focus. “If 
we didn’t globalize and go down 
that road when we did, business 
today would be a lot different,” 
says Repovs, noting that Samco 
has recently been involved in 
projects throughout a variety of 
countries including Indonesia, 
Panama, Russia, South Africa and 
Chile. “We’ve put a lot of effort into 
marketing, and because we’re in 

a lot of different industries, they 
see us and find us because of our 
commercialization.”

Repovs adds that its India 
location in particular remains a 
focal point for Samco Machinery’s 
globalization efforts, as a key factor 
for moving into the Asian market. 
“On top of that, we are also able 
to support our clients much 
more easily from an on time and 
serviceability standpoint.” he says. 
“We’re doing everything we can to 
grow, and now we’re competing 
more and more.”
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