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We don’t lose.  
6:45 a.m. Dawn has barely 
made its way across the 
horizon, and like a school of 
gazelles making their way 
across a dew-filled meadow, 
the doors to the locker room 
bang open and a school of 
soccer players herd across 
the parking lot onto the soc-
cer field.  Their cleats, 
pounding the concrete in 
haste, momentarily trick un-
suspecting bystanders into 
thinking a storm is com-

ing.  Although no meteorological system was near, the 2016-17 Everman Soccer players 
hit the ground running and were ready to bring the thunder nonetheless.  
 
Varsity Boys Soccer Coaches Michael Boone, Sr., Bryant McClendon, and Jorge Baca cre-
ated a powerhouse team of five sophomores, eight juniors, and six seniors, and the 21-
member team kicked off the season racking up wins.   The team played two scrimmage 
games during the Winter Holiday Season against Mansfield Timberview and Pine Tree, 
and both games ended in the win column.     
 
During the 2015-16 season, the Varsity Boys Soccer record was 9-5-5 overall and 4-4-4 
conference, yet the boys took to the field this season with a new attitude.  The difference 
between last year and this year: maturity.  Junior midfielder and fullback Eduardo Vazquez 
said, “Last year we had the squad, but the injuries and lack of experience from the Fresh-
men on the team [held us back].”  The squad also felt a newfound focus from the coaching 
staff.  During the previous season, Boone had served as the head coach for both the girls 
and boys Varsity teams.  With additional coaching staff added to the program, Boone was 
able to relinquish the girls to the new head coach and focus solely on boys soc-
cer.  Eduardo Vasquez recounted Boone’s words to the team after he made the switch, “He 
said himself that he felt like we didn’t win [last season] because he didn’t pay as much at-
tention to us.  That gave us more motivation because we felt like he cares about us so why 
let him down.” The boys team had a newfound desire to match their coach’s devotion to the 
team.    
 
The regular, non-conference season that kicked off with Mansfield Legacy resulted in an-
other win.  For the next four weeks, the Bulldogs would finish their non-conference games 
with a 4-2 record.  Only Mansfield and OD Wyatt were able to hand them their two losses.   
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Either we win... 
January 27, 2017 began their first conference 
game, and even though the game against 
Cleburne ended in a tie, Everman won via pen-
alty kicks.  That play-through-til-the-end drive 
permeated through the first half of the sea-
son.  Everman won against Arlington Se-
guin.  Everman won via penalty kicks against 
Burleson.  Everman won against Gran-
bury.  Everman won against Joshua.  Everman 
won against Centennial.  The DJ Khaled song 
reigned true for the Bulldogs.  During the first 
half of their conference season, all they did was 
win.   
 
Playing and winning were fun and went hand in 
hand.  Bryan Ortiz, a senior midfielder, said, 
“Playing together this year was fun.  Sophomore 
Cooper Macaulay interjected, “Learning to play 
together as a team and as a family.  [Varsity] 

wasn’t separated by groups [like how JV is divided into Purple and Black teams].  We were all together.”  Even some 
JV members practiced with them.  The players transformed from simply being team members to family.  And, like 
family, Coach Boone morphed into their “soccer dad” and was given the moniker “Profe’,”  which is short for 
profesor, which means male professor or teacher in Spanish.  And one member’s biological mom morphed into the 
team mom.   
 
Senior midfielder and fullback Daniel Robles said, “[Bryan’s mom] tries to go to every game.  She always tries to mo-
tivate everyone on the field and on the bench.  Of all the people, she’s the main one you hear.”   
 
Bryan Ortiz has been playing for Everman for four years, and when he is not playing for the high school, the senior 
midfielder plays for the Everman Soccer League.  Like Bryan, most of the team members also play for summer 
leagues or clubs outside of school such as the Arlington Select League, FC (Fútbol Club) Burn, Classic Soccer 
League of Dallas, and Dragons FC.  (Note: “Fútbol” in Spanish means soccer.)   
 
And yet, another bond between the band of brothers upon which most mothers and coaches would probably frown: a 
Taco Bell ritual.  Early on in the season, one of the team members tipped another off to a new menu item from Taco 
Bell -- the $5 box combo.  So, before each game, like the 1980’s commercial slogan suggested, the players made a 
“make a run for the border” and headed to Taco Bell.  The players nicknamed the ritual by its menu price and tax 
“5.41.”   
 
$5.41 from Taco Bell, 6:45 a.m. practices, and soccer moms became a part of the winning combination for the play-
ers, and it worked.  The team got to know each other's strengths and weaknesses.  The players even created their 
own nomenclature of Spanish-influenced catchphrases and nicknames:  Buena, Buena -- which means good; 
Grouche -- nickname for Robles; Yayo -- nickname for Vazquez; and Zookie -- Take a shot.  Let it rip 
 
Yayo recalls a standout moment when he took the field with Eric Boone, co-captain and son of the head coach Mi-
chael Boone, Sr.  Yayo had to learn to play to Eric’s strengths and listen to his mid-field calls.   
 
“[Eric] screamed at me once during the game,” Yayo said, “I just saw him run, and I guess I didn’t hear him say 
‘Feet!’ so I passed it, and we turned it over.  And he goes, ‘FEET!  I yelled FEET!’ I just go ok ok.”   
 
In spite of his on-field admonishment to his teammate, the team looked to Eric as their “hype man and their inspira-
tion,” even though he is still a junior himself.  “I didn’t really take [on the leadership role],” Eric said.  “All the stuff that 
coach doesn’t see when doors are closed is my personality.  I guess [the team] drives off that.”  Like his dad, Eric 
possesses an infectious drive and passion for the game. And, like his teammates, Eric plays club soccer outside of 
school.   
 
However, the virtue of the Bulldogs also became their vice.   
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Or, we learn!  
On February 21, 2017, Cleburne delivered 
Everman its first loss of the conference 
season.  For the remainder of the season, 
the Bulldogs would vacillate intermittently 
between win, lose, or draw.  Although hav-
ing a lot of players enhance their skills by 
playing club sports would be ideal for most 
sports programs, many players felt this dif-
ference in skill level was the root of their 
downfall.  Eric said, “We had a lot of play-
ers from different soccer backgrounds, or 
how they came to the skill they’re at.”  He 
went onto sum it up in one word: 
“cockiness.  People thought they were bet-
ter than other people, so it brought other 
people down.  And not just myself, but as a 
team we didn’t have the leadership to stop 
that from happening and pick other people 
up.”   
 
Sophomore defensive midfielder Christo-
pher Rosales said, “We got overconfident 
in district.  We had everything.”   
 
Robles said, “The second part of the sea-
son we got too confident, and then we 
stopped trying [like we did at ] the begin-
ning of the season.  Then, we started strug-
gling until the end.  As a team, we stopped 
trying.” 
 
 

 
Although they lost their last game before the Bi-District Championship Game, the players still knew they had what it 
took to win, yet the victory continued to elude them. Robles said, “We just needed to score. We were missing 
goals.  Even though we had worked on it, when it came to the game, we just couldn’t put the ball in the net.”   
 
Yayo agreed, “We were undefeated the first half of the season.  Our last game we needed just to win the game to 
clinch the district title, and we ended up choking to the last-place team in district.  It was their first win of the whole 
season.  Even though we were co-district champions, we should have won it all.  We were just over confident.”  The 
Bulldogs finished the season with an overall record of 13-6-4 and a conference record of 6-4-4.   
 
Profe’ (aka Coach Boone) prepared the players for every test on and off the field.  The Bulldogs ended the season as 
Co-District Champions and fell short of a state championship, yet perspective and focus remained intact because of a 
motto from Boone: “We don’t lose.  Either we win, or we learn.”   
 
The players recognize their weakness and what they need to do to improve for next year.   Eric said, “As a captain, 
you have certain duties.  You have to change how you go about doing things, and I didn’t.  I just did the same 
thing...For next year, I know I don’t want to lose in the first round, so I feel like we’re better than that as a team, so I’m 
going to do anything I need to do to make my senior year [a year of] no regrets.  I want to go to district.  Go undefeat-
ed in district.  And then playoffs.  Just play our best every game.  I’m not really one of those people who will want to 
say I want to go to Regionals.  I just want to play our best every day, and our best will get us where it gets us.”  
 
As the sun wanes on the 2016-17 year and a new season comes into view, zookie!  Let it rip! 

- Yonina Robinson, Educator, editor, and writer 
 

Jersey No.  First Name Last Name  Grade Position  

1 Cesar Hurtado 12 M/F 

#2 Eric Boone 11 F 

#3 Kevin Alcantar 12 D 

#4 Octavio Nevarez 12 D/K 

#5 Eduardo Vazquez 11 M/F 

#6 Christopher Rosales 10 D/F 

#7 Fernando Cervantes 10 F 

#8 Fabian Cruz 11 F/M/K 

#9 Cooper Macaulay 10 M 

#10 Esai Romero 9 M/F 

#11 Daniel Robles 12 M/F 

#12 Andrew Zavala 11 M 

#13 Jason Villatoro 11 D 

#14 Bryan Ortiz 12 M 

#15 Adrian Garcia 12 F 

#16 Fernando Sanchez 10 D 

#17 Jonathan Cruz 12 F 

#18 Jose Munoz 11 M 

#19 Andrew Zurita 11 D 

#20 Danny Perez 11 M 

#34 Fernando Cisneros 10 K 


