
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Godwin Heights Board of Education, Bill Fetterhoff, Superintendent 

FROM: Chad Conklin, Athletic Director, Robert Hisey, District Title IX 

Coordinator, Middle School Assistant Principal 

SUBJECT: Five Year Comprehensive Title IX Report 

DATE: April 21, 2014 

The Title IX Education Amendment passed in 1972 requires school districts to maintain policies, 

practices and programs that do not discriminate against anyone based on gender.  The Kent 

Intermediate School District has been a leader in Michigan in advancing opportunities for both 

male and female in athletics.  To that end, each district in Kent County has participated in a five-

year comprehensive audit of their high school athletic programs based on the 2013-2014 school 

year.  This audit surveys the following areas: 

• Student survey for grades 7-11 

• Equipment, supplies, and uniforms 

• Coaching surveys 

• Scheduling 

• Facilities 

• Publicity 

• Medical/Athletic training 

• Travel 

Students in grades 7 to 11 were surveyed as to their opinions regarding athletics in regards to 

offerings, equity, and opportunities.  All district coaches were given the chance to complete a 

survey as it pertained to their team and the Godwin Heights Athletic Department.  Athletic 

Director, Chad Conklin, and Robert Hisey, District Title IX Coordinator and Middle School 

Assistant Principal, met a number of times to review survey results and gather information in the 

noted areas above.  Finally, a committee of ten individuals met on May 7th, 2014 to review all 

areas included in the comprehensive audit.  The committee was comprised of the following 

persons: 

• Robert Hisey    Title IX Coordinator 

• Chad Conklin    Godwin Athletic Director 

• Chris Pulliams    Faculty Member 

• Troy Maleport    Male Coach 

• Mark Nitzel    Athletic Booster Club 

• Erica Krajkiewcz    Female Coach 

• Debbra Clark    Athletic Booster Club 

• Ashley Bellgraph    Davenport Intern 

• Andy Dent     Male Coach 

• Amanda Cook    Female Coach 



This report will be sent to each of the committee members for their review, presented to the 

Board of Education at the June 9
th

 Board Meeting, and submitted to the Kent Intermediate 

School District as required.  What follows is a summary of each area as reviewed by all 

committee members. 

A. Student Survey 

All students in grades 7 to 11 were surveyed.  The committee agreed, after reviewing 

student survey results, that there is no clear pattern of inequity based on responses. For 

high school students, there also was a slightly higher percentage of girls reporting that the 

school has not always provided equal promotion for boys and girls programs.  The 

committee found that the school does offer an avenue for all teams to promote their own 

sports via pressboxapp.net, and the athletic website.  All coaches have the ability to 

create an account and report scores to all media outlets, and promote their sports on the 

school’s athletic website.  There were numerous sports that boys and girls indicated they 

would be interested in if offered by the school.  Most of these sports were cut due to lack 

of participation and funding restraints.  The additional sports our students would like to 

see offered are (Swimming and Diving, Gymnastics, Tennis, Golf, Hockey, or Lacrosse). 

Of the student body, 25% report that we do not offer the sports they are interested in 

participating in and the two major factors students at Godwin Heights do not participate 

in sports is because of low grades and financial factors.   

 

B. Equipment, Supplies, and Uniforms  

In regards to equipment, supplies and uniforms, coaches’ surveys indicate a generally 

equal pattern of equity for boys and girls.  When comparing like teams such as baseball 

and softball, budgets are very similar.  A difference in coaches’ pay may result from a 

more experienced coach that is on a higher pay step.  All coaches’ salaries are negotiated 

by the Union and are posted in the Master Teacher Agreement in Schedule B-2.  There 

continues to be more boys participants than girls.  The committee found that possible 

sports that could be added in the future to increase girls sports participation would be JV 

Girls Soccer, Freshman Girls Basketball, Tennis, and Gymnastics.  Football accounts for 

a higher budget based on numbers and equipment requirements.  In addition, Football 

continues to be the sports that accounts for the most coaching contracts as two additional 

coaching contracts are paid for assistant coaches.  Coaches are responsible for 

distributing and collecting uniforms and equipment.  No coach reported that the issued 

uniforms did not meet NFHS and MHSAA standards.  The committee found that the 

school provides basic requirements for equipment, supplies and uniforms in an equal 

fashion for boys and girls.  However, individual teams and/or coaches chose to engage in 

fund raising that allows additional items to be purchased.  The only sports that have 

access to video equipment provided by the school district is football and boys and girls 

basketball.  The School provides this equipment because it is a requirement for the OK 

Conference that the coaches do a film exchange in these sports for scouting purposes.    

 

C. Coaching Surveys 

All district paid coaches were given the opportunity to complete a survey used by all in 

Kent County.  Over 95% of coaches completed and returned the surveys.  The committee 

reviewed all surveys and based decisions on the responses from coaches.  

 



D. Scheduling 

The committee determined that no significant difference exists in scheduling 

opportunities for boys and girls.  No clear difference exists for the number of home 

games scheduled.  83% of the maximum number of allowable contests were scheduled 

for boys and 92% scheduled for girls.  There were 220 competitions for girls and 230 for 

boys.  While spectators are allowed at every event, the committee found that boys played 

more prime time contests than girls.  38% of boys’ competitions were during prime time 

and 30% of girls.  This issue regarding prime time events was addressed by the seasonal 

changes made for the 2014/2015 school year.  Next year girl’s will play in more prime 

time slots as they will play the second basketball game on Friday Nights and the boys 

will play the first game starting at 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

E. Facilities 

Based on coaches’ surveys, some concerns were raised regarding the care and upkeep of 

facilities.  Both male and female coaches’ concerns were noted.  The complaints were 

about unclean locker rooms, the softball and baseball field needs to be dragged more, sun 

coming in the west windows of the gym, holes in the soccer field, and the practice 

facilities not having enough space.  In addition, with the growing numbers of participants 

in competitive cheer and limited gym space, the committee was concerned about North 

Godwin being the main practice facility for the cheer team.  In addition, the committee 

was also concerned about the locker room space for the baseball, football, and track 

teams.  The concern was the age of the building, and the numerous improvements that 

need to be made to bring the building back up to a good standard.  The athletic 

department, to the extent possible, will work with facilities to ensure that the concerns are 

addressed.  The committee also noted that new coaches should be made to better 

understand facility usage, needs, and potential issues. 

 

 

F. Publicity 

The committee found no disparity in the equity of publicity for boys and girls teams.  

Coaches are responsible for working with local media to publish outcomes of contests.  

Local media covers athletics as seen fit.  The committee did believe that more can and 

should be done to publicize our athletic programs.  Coaches are responsible for creating a 

pressboxapp.net account to report scores, stats, and highlights from games on the Godwin 

Heights Athletic website as well the local media.  Discussions ensued regarding regularly 

highlighting team accomplishments, creating a spirit committee, ticket prices, and teams 

supporting other teams.  It was noted by the Athletic Director that numerous teachers do 

not like the interruptions of their classes for athletic announcements to be made on 

scores, or upcoming events. 

 

G. Medical and Training Services 

The committee found that boys and girls have equal access to medical and training 

facilities.  The weight room is available for both boys and girls teams to use.  An athletic 



trainer is employed by the district on a part-time basis and is available for both girls’ and 

boys’ squads. 

 

H. Travel and Per Diem 

The committee concluded that teams are transported on an equal basis and no disparity 

exists.  An equal per diem rate is provided to teams as appropriate when traveling. 

  

 

  

 

  


