
Homecoming is here!  

Sierra Stallions get ready to dance and cheer!  The home-

coming dance is September 26th from 7pm-10pm is second 

biggest dance of the year and the theme this year is New 

York City “ Big City and Bright Lights.”  Make sure 

to  give a huge thank you to Mr. Griffin for approving the 

homecoming dance theme, if it was not for him we may not 

have had so many amazing options. 

The Yearbook Staff, advised by Ms. McLaughlin, has start-

ed to prepare this event that will knock your socks off! Get 

ready to take a stroll through New York City and experience 

the time of your lives. 

The decorations for our Homecoming dance will  feel as if 

you are actually in New York City, Broadway, and Times 

Square. 

Before you come, make sure you show some school spirit 

at  the Homecoming football game. 

How about that tailgate? This is where we can really show 

our homecoming spirit by going out and supporting our 

Stallions football team how much support they have.  Sierra 

Stallions go out, have fun and make some memories. Go 

Stallions! 

 

                           By: Tanyah Thomas and Tyyuana Johnson  
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A new club is being developed at Sierra called 

the video game club and Ms. Hickman is the 

teacher in charge! If you are a lover of video-

games and want to join others who share this 

interest then now is the time to get involved! The 

video game club was created to provide a place 

where kids can have fun and play, while learning 

how to work together as a team and be intro-

duced to new experiences. The club meets every 

Tuesday after school! They plan on doing more 

fundraising for future competitions and new tech-

nology and develop the club even more. Come 

be apart of this fun new club and express you 

video game love with fellow students! 

Video Gamer Club Sponsor, 

Mrs. Hickman 

Video Gamer Club 
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Sierra High School’s new nurse Song Chong was a certi-

fied nursing assistance before he went into the military 

then he became a nursing assistance in the military. He 

spent seven year in the U.S navy as a hospital corpsman so 

he spent the majority of my time helping U.S marines and 

other war fighters. That made him get into medicine and he 

got to travel all over the world, he got to travel to Iraq, 

Germany and Japan. He says that he just had a great time 

with it and it was my passion to help people and I felt a 

great sense of joy doing it.  

Chong graduated from Sierra in 2004 and he think it's a 

great way to give back to the students, and it’s amazing.  

At first he helped the marines and now he gets to help stu-

dents, same setting but different people.  

Song Chong was born in South Korea in a place called 

Daegu then his parents came to Colorado in 1991. He at-

tended CSU Pueblo and he got a degree in bachelors of 

Science and Sociology, Criminology and I graduated sum-

ma cum laude.  

Ms. Nicole Paxton is one of the new assistant 

principals here at Sierra High School.  Ms. Pax-

ton is originally here from Colorado Springs 

born and raised. Ms. Paxton wanted to work at 

sierra because she knew a long time ago that she 

wanted to make a difference but, she did not 

know how though. She got into education and 

started teaching math for about eight years; a 

couple years before she became an assistant 

principal at a night school. When she first ap-

plied for the assistant principal job her first 

choice was to come to Sierra. But, she did not 

have enough experience to be a principle yet. 

She told the interview committee that she would 

go out and get more experience to come be a 

principal at Sierra.  

 Ms. Paxton comes from a diverse background 

which motivated and encouraged her to help 

those with a diverse background like herself. “I 

wasn’t given the best opportunities growing up 

and if I didn’t have any education she wouldn’t 

be prepared to get out of the circumstances I 

was in.” She wants students to know that there 

are always opportunities out there. You will 

always have chances to accomplish anything 

you want. You do not  have to settle for any-

thing less than what you deserve. When asked if 

she thought education was a big important key 

element of life she responded “I think it is the 

only thing that can separate you from being bi-

ased from you having prejudice, 

from you having social – it’s the 

only thing that will provide op-

portunities for people in this 

world. Education is the way out 

for people when they think that 

they don’t have a fighting 

chance... It’s the only way out for 

people.” Driven with encourage-

ment, motivation, and determina-

tion Ms. Paxton will greatly im-

pact and change Sierra. 

 

 

     

 New Staff  

Nurse Health Paraprofessional: Song Chong 

New Assistant Principal 

By Seneca Tapia and Lupe Barrera  

By Karime Erazo 

Nicole Paxton, Assistant 

Principal 
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By: Skyler McPhail 

 

It is said that as generation goes on we tend to change. If the 

assumption of the world is that we are getting freer, there has 

to be some explanation, children morals must be considered 

and the guidance must be examined. Through careful exami-

nation between those who have lived after high school and 

childish ages in opposition to those who still fall under the 

category of what would be called still a child in the court of 

law it is relevant that both guidance as well as dress codes are 

to blame for children's morals and mischief. 

 

 

“I think they are curious because 

they see people doing different 

things and they want to know the 

outcome, and so they do it them-

selves. They also might not know 

if it is specifically right or wrong 

or maybe there parents say it's 

wrong and they may feel other-

wise.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I think my younger sibling has 

far more rules than I ever did. 

This I truly apologize for.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amaya Sands 

“I think your parents get less strict 

on you and your younger siblings 

only because they've been appar-

ent and now they know what to do 

right.” 

By Ally Cross 

In today’s society people make it a point to make their 

lives easier. This is evident when taking a look at social 

interactions, and many fall victim of being used or taken 

advantage of. 

 

“That’s all the time; others will 

always ask you to do things that 

are convenient for them without 

taking your feelings into ac-

count.”  

 

 

 

 

 

By Tyyuana Johnson 

 People change, time changes, experiences change. If 

we are to evolve we must experience something new to 

better ourselves in this ever changing world. 
 

 

“I’ve applied to a few colleges and 

it feels exciting to know I’m get-

ting closer to pursuing my career.” 

Asia Mason, 12th Grade 

Tiana Longmire, 12th 

Grade 

Amaya Sand, 12th Grade 
Kali Lopez, 11th Grade 

Tiffany McPhail ,  1998 
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 By Maliah Earls 

Through out generations, our elders try to instill some form 

of knowledge in their survivors to help them pass knowledge 

to the next generation and keep from recreating their mis-

takes.   

 

“The strongest thing they want 

to teach me is to not give up and 

follow my goals.” 

 

 

 

 

 

By Anthony Gellenbeck 

Power, wealth, fame, and respect., ideas that many aspire to 

have, can be taken from them in a blink of an eye. Is this due 

to fate, of due to societal problems? 

 

 

“Its very easy to be knocked 

down off of a pedestal, reputa-

tions take years to make but 

seconds to knock down.”  

Mcphail  Skyler ,12th Grade 

By Taijeron Hooks 

“Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents, which in pros-

perous circumstances would have lain dormant" ~ Horace. 

When things do not  go well, it is just because of the skills 

that we need to learn in order to be prosperous later on.  

 

 

“Yes, I believe that bad things 

can happen to good people to 

close bad doors and open up 

doors for new possibilities and 

opportunities.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Anthony Gellenbeck 

The desperation of social acceptance drive students to act 

out of character in order to better their social status. Does it 

actually work? 

 

 

 

“I believe it’s because of the so-

cial status that they want to have 

and the pressure they go through 

from other kids.” 

Emmanuel Cruz , 12th Grade Briyana Bunson , 10th Grade 

Taijeron Hooks , 10th Grade 



 

            Career Readiness Academy (OMI) 

By: Briyana Bunson 

What is the Career Readiness Academy (OMI).  OMI is a pro-

gram to help students stay on track and get ready for their ca-

reer life. The OMI program focuses on three career tracks that 

you can choose from- Construction, Auto, and Cosmetology. 

The students involved in this program spend two or sometimes 

four hours a day in the lab doing their choice of the three ca-

reer tracks, but also spending time doing work from their core 

classes. That’s where Mr. August Mergelman comes in. Au-

gust Mergelman is the Academic tutor at the Academy. “I 

want to reach out to the students that favor electives and want 

to pursue a career from  

 

 

 

 

them,” August says. Au-

gust believes that educa-

tion is 100% important 

but there’s also the crea-

tive part of life that can 

be pursued as a career 

too! The question is, Are 

you ready for this new 

way of becoming suc-

cessful? 

August Mergelman 

      Mr.Smith  

By:  Emmanuel Cruz and Tarik Bektasevic 

         

For those who may not know Mr. Smith, his requirements in-

clude teaching students in the special needs program. He’s 

been a teacher for over 6 years at Sierra, and enjoys his job 

very much. He began as a teacher’s aide, and then continued 

his studies in becoming certified. For as long as Mr. Smith has 

been teaching here at Sierra he quotes that “my passion is what 

drives me, and is what qualifies me as a teacher.” He is one 

determined individual, and his “passions” do not just extend in 

our halls. No, he also does much volunteer work outside of 

school. He contributes to the community by doing public ser-

vices with his church. Mr. Smith’s dedication is very much 

appreciated here at Sierra High School. If you have any ques-

tions for him, he would be happy to give advice. Us stallions 

are very happy that he is here to help the students become bet-

ter in any way possible.  
Mr. Smith, new teacher  

 By: Taijeron Hooks 

Not only has she been to almost all the countries in Africa but 

she’s also worked for the federal government for 10 years, Mrs. 

Keel is certainly an adventurer. Her story began in Nashville 

Tennessee but continued into San Francisco where she grew up. 

And now she has decided to come spend her time helping mold 

our students into the future. With both her bachelors and masters 

degree, and 11 years of work under her belt I think she is just 

what we need at our school. In the past she spent her time teach-

ing third  and sixth  graders but she now spend her day teaching 

special education and English language learners a class for kids 

whose first language is not English. When not helping our stu-

dents I feel it’s safe to assume that when she’s  not helping our 

students she’ll be spending time with her husband, her daughter, 

her sheltie dog , Kenna, or her cat ,Kitty. She certainly enjoys 

working here having stated “Yes, I have great kids.” when asked 

how she likes the classes she teaches. I fully believe that Mrs. 

Keel is deserving of this teacher future.  

 Mrs. Keel 

Mrs. Keel 



 

By: Seneca Tapia 

 

The Cross Country team is off to a good start, it ran well dur-

ing their first event which was led by seniors Sofia Lopez, 

Jose Gomez and Alexander Toribio. In addition they have 

some new runners out there; freshman Bryanna Johnston,  

Shandlin Charley, and sophomore Arianna Portillios and eve-

ryone ran very well on the challenging course.  

 

Usually all Cross Country races are 3.21 miles and the courses 

are varied from grass to dirt. At the Cheyenne Mountain 

Stampede which is where the State championships will be 

held and where the runners ran 

August 28 is a very challeng-

ing course.  

As of right now the coaches 

are still deciding on team cap-

tains and are just looking for 

improvement each week and 

look to progress as a team and 

make progress each week and 

their goal is to have the team 

running it's best during their 

last event the regional champi-

onships. The Cross Country 

team is coached by  Mike 

Marty and Mr. Johnson.  

By: Ally Cross 

The 2015-16 lady stallion softball players are very excited 

for this upcoming season. 

Captain Asia Mason has been playing softball for seven 

years and thinks that the team will have 

a “great and successful season”. This year’s softball players 

are more focused and aggressive 

than ever. Without the help of Couch Bates, and assistant 

coach Mrs. Bottlfson there would not 

be a softball team to represent Sierra High School. The team 

is hoping to win all of their games 

but can settle for a minimum of three games. To them win-

ning isn’t everything; they just want to 

be out there on the field having fun with one another. Other 

captain Jayda Roussel thinks that “if 

the players give 100% and couch one another then we will 

have a very successful season”. Sierra 

By: Cj Jennings 

This year's Sierra high school's volleyball team is ready to go 

to war! And it's going to be an exciting season. I interviewed 

Sierra high school sophomore Maliah Earls who plays on 

Sierra's varsity volleyball team. She's a second year varsity 

player and she believes that they have improved a lot and 

that they will have a very successful season! Her personal 

goal for this season is to contribute to the team and improve 

on her skills more. Also, Maliah said that the team goals are 

to work together more so that they can go far into playoffs! 

I'm very excited to see how our volley-girls do this season! 

Maliah Earls 

Sierra Softball  

Sierra High School Volleyball 

Sierra High School Cross Country 
Cross Country Coach, Mr. Johnson 

Sierra High School Cross country 

Sierra High School Softball Team Warming  



 

 By: Cierra Sims   

On August 28, 2015 the Sierra Stallion Football Team kicked 

off the season at the Sierra vs. La Junta game at our home 

stadium. From the looks of the results the team needs a lot of 

improvement. We lost 57 to 8. We still fought it out and tried 

our best until the end. La Junta was good competition and a 

challenge for the team but, I believe as the season continues 

our scores will continue to increase and we will have excellent 

scores at the end of the season! You got this stallions, keep up 

the hard work and never give up. 

Sierra Stallion Football Team 

By: Briyana Bunson 

With an upcoming state competition and football season in 

full swing, it’s a busy time for the Sierra High School Cheer-

leading Squad. Cheerleading covers several seasons- foot-

ball, basketball, soccer, baseball, and even some support 

during swim season! “ I’m here to work hard and push 

these athletes to their limits and do my best to prepare 

them for the upcoming seasons, state, competition, and 

even for cheerleading outside of high school such as col-

lege,” says coach Shatia Young, who is the new head cheer 

coach at Sierra. 

    The SHS Cheerleaders practice on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, from 3:30pm- 6:00pm and on every other Satur-

day from 7:00am – 10:00am! Some of the cheerleaders also 

attended cheer camp over the summer to put in extra work 

demonstrating their devotion and passion for the sport. 

With determination to your sport comes determination to 

your grades too. Which can be better explained by Arykah 

Tulensa, captain of the Sierra cheer squad when she says, 

“Being and athlete and a student can be tough to balance, 

especially when you’re a cheerleader and its football or 

competition season. During a busy season, you may start to 

let your school work slip but it’s crucial that you keep your  

 

 

grades up and focus on them. For most cheer squads, all 

team members are required to maintain certain grades to 

be eligible to participate. As busy as your schedule is, a little 

discipline and a lot of dedication can help you balance 

cheer and school!” 

Sierra Stallion Cheerleaders express there excitement as 

they are ready for the new 2015-2016 cheer season…Are 

you ready? 

Sierra Stallion Cheerleaders 

Sierra High School Varsity Football 

Sierra Stallion Cheerleaders in for a Busy Season 


