
Coach Jim Clark 
 
When Jim Clark was hired as varsity basketball coach at Bishop Moore High 
School in 1966, many criticized the decision to hire an inexperienced 26 year-old.  
 
Critics were quickly silenced when Coach Clark took his first-year Hornet team to 
the semifinal game in the State Class A Basketball Championships, and came 
within one game of repeating a Final Four trip the following year. Coach Clark 
believed in teaching his players the fundamentals of basketball. 
 
Onlookers may have considered Clark’s coaching tactics gruff and somewhat 
militaristic. During practices he would scream instructions at his players until 
quitting time, and then shoot hoops with them to wind down the day. 
 
Intense during games, he would run up and down the sidelines kicking the air in 
his path when games got close and shots were missed. Instead of fearing their 
demonstrative coach, his players responded by working together to win. Under 
Clark from 1966 to 1970, the Hornets won 84 games and lost only 12. 
 
In a 1966 sports column by Jim Toner of The Orlando Evening Star, Clark 
acknowledged his drill sergeant demeanor, but praised his players for winning 
instead of whining. 
 
“I have no problems with the kids at all,” said Clark. “Sometimes you will have 
some cocky kid, but not here. You can scream at them all you want and they’ll take 
it. This is a real good group. They give you a lot of hard work and a lot of hustle.” 
 
Clark-coached teams included Steve Dornseif, John Guemple, Dave Isenberg, Paul 
Taylor, Ted Zaffran and Danny McNamara. 
 
As a coach, Clark may have been aggressive, but at home his wife Diane 
remembers her husband as a kind and caring father to their six children. Coaching 
was the part of Clark’s life that he liked best and enjoyed until his untimely death 
from a brain tumor on August 4, 1975 at the age of 36. 
 
Coach Clark was inducted into the Bishop Moore Athletic Hall of Fame 
posthumously in 1995. Ironically, all the members of his teams mentioned above 
are also Hall of Fame members. 
 
Bishop Moore Basketball proudly hosts this tournament annually in his honor. 


