
Thoughts on playing  
the game 

From Don Meyer 
 
 1.  We don’t want excuses – we want results. 

2.  Nothing is successful until it is accomplished. 
3.  The first characteristic a person must have is a 
tremendous desire to excel.  They must have the belief 
and desire to do something better than anyone else – 
to be the best who ever lived. 
4.  It is very easy to be ordinary, but it takes courage 
to excel, and we must excel. 
5.  Nothing great was ever achieved without 
enthusiasm. 
6.  It is better to wear out than to rust out. 
7.  Genius is one percent inspirations and ninety-nine 
percent perspiration. 
8.  Many narrow-chested, spindly-legged players who 
are built of wire and possess real fire are greater 
players than the perfect physical specimens. 
9.  Strong people criticize themselves. 
10.  When you’re through improving, you’re through. 
11.  A good competitor never underestimates his or 
her opponent.  
12.  The cheers of athletic contests soon pass away, 
but sincere friendships live forever. 
13.  Give the game the best you have and best will 
come back to you. 
14.  Think. 
15.  Mediocrity is excellence to the mediocre. 
16.  The right angle to approach any problem is the try 
angle.   
17.  No price is too high to pay for a good reputation. 
18.  A shot is a pass to yourself – go get it. 
19.  If it is worth doing at all, it is worth doing well. 
20.  Doing a thing nearly right and doing it exactly 
right is usually the difference between success and 
failure. 
21.  Don’t tell me how good you are – let me find out. 
22.  If what you did yesterday still looks big to you 
today, then you haven’t done much today. 
23.  It is not so much what we know as how well we 
use what we know. 
24.  The team that makes the fewest mistakes wins. 
25.  The harder I work, the luckier I get. 
26.  Be a champion in practice, that’s where 
champions are made. 
 

27.  Don’t save yourself – we have capable 
reserves to replace you. 
28.  Don’t count the days – make the days count. 
29.  You get out of any sport what you put into it. 
30.  Success is measured in what the team 
accomplishes, not how you look. 
31.  Think like people of action – act like people 
of thought. 
32.  Go into a game believing you are going to do 
your best – then do it. 
33.  Champions are made, not born. 
34.  There isn’t any substitute for a person who 
will practice. 
35.  Take an interest in teammates, they will take 
an interest in you. 
36.  Leadership is accepting responsibility. 
37.  Defense is 90% desire – 10% ability. 
38.  Don’t let failure get you down – Babe Ruth 
struck out 1,300 times. 
39.  Opponents will come nearer doing their 
worst if you are doing your best. 
40.  Were you meant to be a champion? Then 
WORK like one. 
41.  Play our own best game, don’t defeat 
yourself. 
42.  Concentrate on what you’re doing – then you 
won’t have time to tense up and worry. 
43.  Confidence, like disease is contagious. 
44.  Every person has more talent than he or she 
will ever develop, but we can still try. 
45.  Leaders are ordinary people – with 
extraordinary determination. 
46.  Hustle is the only indispensable quality of a 
champion. 
47.  Victory favors the team making the fewest 
mistakes. 
48.  It’s the size of the fight in the person, not the 
size of the person in the fight. 
49.  Courtesy is a habit with real sportsmen. 
50.  It is so easy for all of us to more or less 
justify our own inefficiencies by criticizing 
others. 
 


