
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to the retirement ceremony for Darice Lamont Hicks Jr. Darice the son 

of Courtney Finch Hicks, who attended Sylvia Circle Elementary School, and Darice Lamont Hicks Sr., 

who played football for the Sylvia Circle Demons, and went on to star at Rock Hill High School where he 

led the Bearcats to the state finals in Football, Wrestling, and Track and Field. Darice Lamont Sr. is in the 

Bearcats Wrestling Hall of Fame. Darice Sr. took his skills to South Carolina State University, where he 

led the Bulldogs Football team to a MEAC Championship and is considered by many as the greatest 

athlete to come out of Rock Hill. 

      Jr started his football career as a five year old with the Rock Hill Cowboys, sporting the number that 

his father wore in high school and college, #9.  He played two years with the Cowboys, before joining the 

football team with which his father played, and Great Grandmother Janie Hicks vigorously supported, 

the Sylvia Circle Demons. Beginning his second year with the Demons, Jr changed his jersey number to 

that which his Father wore as a JV player, and make a name for himself, #1. Jr was staring tailback, 

linebacker, captain, and true leader. 

     Jr’s future was bright, we predicted that he would lead the Demons to five city championships, and 

the city all-star teams to two state championships. He would move on to Saluda Trail Middle School 

where he would lead them to multiple middle school championships. Jr would matriculate to South 

Pointe High School, where he would lead the Stallions to two state championships. After being named 

All-State and playing in the Shrine Bowl just as his father did, he would have taken his skills to Florida 

State University, where he would lead the Seminoles to two National Championships. Upon graduation, 

he would be drafted by the Carolina Panthers, where they would win two Super Bowls during his 10 

years with the team. 

 We have been honored to be impacted by the life of Darice Lamont Hicks Jr. and it is with great pride in 

these accomplishments that we will at this time retire the youth jerseys of Darice Lamont Hicks Jr. and 

Darice Lamont Hicks Sr.  

             

 


