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Maybe, just maybe, Northville dis
covered a smidgen of hope in the last 
12 minutes of its game Thursday at 
Plymouth Salem. Maybe the Mustangs 
found their offense. 

After all, they did outscore Salem 19-
16 in those final 12 minutes. Don't 
underestimate that — in their first two 
meetings (both losses) writh the Rocks, 
they never reached 20. 

Of course, it should be mentioned 
this game was over by the end of the 
first quarter. Salem, thanks to nine 
first-quarter points by Kelly Jaskot, 
had a 15-4 lead by that time. 
Northville never narrowed the gap to 
single digits after that, losing 44-29 in 
a Western Lakes Activities Association 
Tournament semifinal. 

The Rocks remain the best team 
record-wise, at least at this stage of the 
season, in school history with a 19-0 
mark. They will play for their third-
straight WLAA Tournament title at 7 
p.m. Wednesday at Farmington HS, 
this time against Farmington Harri
son, which defeated Plymouth Canton 
41-37 Thursday. Harrison is 12-7. 

"Just like I told you before, they play 
great defense," said Northville coach 

Scramble: The 
Rocks' Shannon 
Miller gets a 
grip on the ball 
as Northville's 
Amanda 
LaRiche (left) 
and Emily Ott 
try to gain con,' 
trol. Salem 
came out on top 
in most of the 
scrums, and in 
the game, too. 

Pete Wright. "They make you start 
your offense out farther than you want, 
and they play great on-the-ball 
defense. They help each other real well. 

"When you get an opportunity, 
whether it's a free throw or whatever, 
you've got to cash in on it. We didn't do 
that in the first half" 
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Offensively, the Mustangs didn't do 
anything until it was too late. They 
shot a combined l-for-14 firom the field 
in the opening two quarters, but they 
got plenty of chances to offset that at 
the free-throw line. Northville took 14 
shots from the line in the first half to 
Salem's three, but the Mustangs con

verted just six of them. 
By the break, the Rocks' lead was 21-

8. By the midpoint of the third quarter, 
that advantage had grown to 28-10. 

"I thought our defense was outstand
ing," agreed Salem coach Fred 
Thomann. "They're hard to play 
against. They've got good skill on the 
perimeter and they go to the basket 
well." 

They may be hard to play against, 
but the Rocks haven't had much diffi
culty. "Our perimeter skills are very 
good also," explained Thomann. "And 
we knocked down a couple of shots 
early." 

\)\^ich brings us back full-circle to 
Jaskot. Any real hope Salem had for an 
upset was deflated by the senior guard. 
Northville led just once in the game: 1-
0 after an Emily Ott free throw with 
5:49 left in the opening quarter. In the 
next two minutes Salem outscored the 
Mustangs 9-1, with Jaskot scoring 
seven of them — including a three-
pointer from dead in the comer. 

Perhaps Northville's best shot at a 
comeback was in the second quarter. 
Salem scored just six points, four of 
those coming in the final 2:17. But 
errant shooting by the Mustangs — 

they were O-for-8 from the field 
and just 4-of-7 at the line — 
made their deficit even larger. 

Shutting them down required 
some attentive defense from 
Salem. No one player leads 
Northville; Kelly Anderson aver
ages about a dozen points, then 
Ott, Nicole Cauzillo and Maggie 
Ossola score about eight apiece. 

"Any of them can put up big 
numbers," said Thomann. "You 
have to get players in front of 
those guys." 

The Rocks did that throughout 
the game. Anderson, hounded by 

Amy Szawara most of the game, 
was limited to just two free 
throws; Cauzzilo scored seven 
(all in the second half) and Osso
la netted just two. Ott did the 
rest of the damage for 
Northville, scoring 18. 

Jaskot matched Ott, scoring 18 
points as well. She had more 
support, however, with MaryLou 
Liebau netting 12 and Szawara 
six. 

Now comes Harrison, a team 
Salem beat 47-38 Oct. 23 at Har
rison. That's the only loss the 
Hawks have suffered since 
Ayana Richmond returned to the 

Please see SALEM HOOP, B3 

lineup after her team lost its 
first six games, all non-league. 

Thomann described Harrison 
as a zone-pressing, trapping 
style of team that relies on its 
quickness. The Hawks have size, 
but they can't rebound like 
Salem does, nor can they match 
the Rocks' experience. Salem, on 
the other hand, can match Har
rison's quickness. 

The match-up favors the Rocks 
in their quest for the first perfect 
regular season in school history. 
Harrison, of course, could have a 
dissenting opinion. 


