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the past few years, has holes to 
fill but could still mount a chal
lenge. 

However, the team that seems 
to boast the greatest returning 
arsenal is Salem. 
[ "I certainly wouldn't want to 
dissuade that," Thomann said 
when told his team is a favorite. 
'-'I think we have the ability to do 
that. 

"But having said that, this 
isn't a team that can just show 
up and win. They're going to 
have to play. They're going to 
have to be ready to play right 
from the beginning." 

A year ago, the Rocks over
came an early-season injury to 
leading scorer Mary Lou Liebau 
and went on to post a 17-5 
record, including a 9-2 mark in 

the WLAA. They also collected 
the WLAA Tournament champi
onship (again — they've won 
three in a row). 

Three starters are gone from 
that team: center Dawn Allen, 
guard Katie Kelly and forward 
Jenna Van Wagoner. Allen "was 
as good an interior defender as 
we had," Thomann said, while 
Kelly "played solid defense on 
the ball" and Van Wagoner "was 
just great at figuring things out 
on the court." 

Fi l l ing those holes won't ht 
easy, but many of those on thit 
season's squad are experienced. 
Indeed, five current Rocks*have 
started at some time in their 
career. 

It starts with all-WLAA selec
tion Kelly Jaskot, a starter for 

the past three seasons. The 5-
foot-7 senior guard averaged a 
team-best 10 points a game last 
season while she was learning to 
become the team's primary dis
tributor. Jaskot's al l-around 
ability makes her one of the con
ference's best players. 

."She's a great scorer," 
Thomann said of Jaskot. "We've 
worked hard with her on her 
decision-making, and she's doing 
very well. We're looking at a lot 
of different things with her, try
ing to figure out what wil l be 
best for the team." 
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Liebau also returns. The 5-11 
senior forward averaged 10 
points a game while playing 
barely half the season; her abili
ty in slashing to the basket and 
grabbing offensive rebounds 

makes her invaluable. 
Other part-time starters a 

year ago were 5-6 senior guard 
Amy Szawara, 5-8 senior for
ward/guard Shannon Miller and 
5-8 sophomore forward/guard 
Marissa Sarkesian. 

Thomann has two other 
seniors he can summon: 5-8 for
ward Kelly Holka and 5-3 guard 
Jenny Schwan. There are also 
three juniors and a pair of sopho
mores who could see playing 
time. 

The juniors are 5-11 post play
er Stephanie Philips, 5-10 for
ward Laura Baumgart and 5-7 
forward/guard Maggie Tudor. 
The sophomores are 5-2 guard 
Jordan Falcuson, who spent 
some time on the varsity last 
season, and 6-1 post player 

Kathy Hammerschmidt. 
While he believes the offensive 

firepower is strong, Thomann 
isn't as certain about his team's 
defense and rebounding talents. 

"The ability to score is defi
nitely one of our strengths," he 
said, rel ishing a lineup with 
Jaskot and a healthy Liebau in 
it. "And we handle the ball, not 
as good as we need to, but better 
than most teams. 

"We really struggle to rebound 
the ball at times. And we're 
going to have to defend at the 
level we did last year. That was 
one of (last year's) team 
strengths. This team is good, it's 
just not at that level yet. 

"If we can improve in those 
areas it will allow this team to 
compete at the level I think they 
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can compete at." 
Thomann is certain everything 

will come together for this team. 
He's not as certain predicting 
when. 

"I don't know when, but I hon
estly think this team will jell," 
he said. The hope is it happens 
early — Salem opens with West 
Bloomfield, the team that elimi
nated Canton from the state ; 
tournament in the regionals last g 
year, on Thursday . And the i: 
Rocks could play Northvi l l^ a 
twice in a one-week span early s 
on, the second time in conference s 
action. 

Other key dates: Oct. 2 at Can- 11 
ton and Oct. 23 at Harrison. ,w 

If things go well for Salem, i l g 
could surpass last year's record F 
and take a longer trip in the xi 
state tournament. 
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