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Fred Thomann has coached Ply
mouth Salem's girls basketball team 
for the past 18 seasons. In that time, 
his teams have averaged nearly 18 
wins a year. 

Yet none of his previous teams man
aged to accomplish what this season's 
squad did. The Rocks went undefeated 
through the regular season, winning 
both the Western Lakes Activities 
Association regular-season title and 
the WLAA Tournament. They also cap
tured their Class A district crown 
before finally losing in the regional 
tournament, 

Salem's final record: 22-1. Which is 
why Thomann is this year's Observer 
coach of the year. 

"We've had more talented teams," 
Thomann admitted. "But I've made it a 
point not to compare this team with 
other teams. 

"This team won every close game. 
Now, often they weren't the prettiest of 
games. But they played great defense 
and they rebounded just enough. They 
got after the ball and put pressure on 
teams to make plays. Often, they could-
n t. 

Putting together a team that goes 
unbeaten through a regular season 
that includes a difficult non-conference 
schedule to go with a tough league 
slate takes both talent and luck. Salem 
had both. 

This team was quick, this team was 
experienced, this team was versatile, 
and this team was well-coached. Which 
is why it was the best team Observer-
land had to offer 

Now here's the all-Observer selec
tions. 

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM 
Liz Obrecht, senior, Ladywood: A broken foot 

cost the 6-foot-2 center, headed to the Universi
ty of IVIissouri-Kansas City, four games and parts 
of two others during a five-week span. 

Before the injury, Obrecht averaged 14 points 
and 10 rebounds. She finished with nine points 
and eight rebounds per game. 

Obrecht, a three-year starter and All-Cathoiic 
League selection, shot 72 percent from the free 
throw line and 43 percent from the field. 

"Liz was one in a million because of her atti
tude," Ladywood coach Andrea Gorski said. "It 
will be hard losing her because of her defensive 
presence and her leadership. She was a big rea
son for us going to the regional final." 

Kelly Jaskot, senior, Salem: A four-year 
starter and an all-WLAA selection, Jaskot provid
ed Salem with leadership at the pOint as well as 
a deep-shooting threat. She led the Rocks with 
35 three-pointers and was second on the team 
in scoring, averaging 11.3 points a game. 

Jaskot also led Salem in assists (4 .1 per 
game) and steals (2.6) . She grabbed 4.3 
rebounds and had 1.0 blocks a game. 

"She had so much experience, being a- four-
year starter," said Thomann. "She had thre^-
point ability and had a willingness to take the 
tough shots. And she was a great assist player 
— she made it easier for others to score." 

At present, Jaskot is talking to both Universi

ty of Detroit Mercy and Ferris State about play
ing. 

Mary Lou Llebau, senior, Salem: This was a 
pivotal year for Liebau. Her junior year had start
ed with great promise, but an injury ended it 
after just a few games. 

The senior forward, an all-WLAA choice, took 
advantage of her final year by leading the Rocks 
in scoring, with a 14.0 average, and in rebound
ing, with a 10.5 average. She hit 44 percent of 
her floor shots, averaged 1.3 blocks a game and 
was second on the team in steals with a 2.3 
average. 

"She was a tremendous inside-out player," 
said Thomann. "MaryLou had a nice three-point 
shot and she was great taking it to the rim. She 
created a lot of match-up problems. 

"She was also a tremendous rebounder, and 
she made big shots in key games." 

Liebau is considering attending and playing at 
Oakland University. 

Ayana Richmond, senior, Harrison: The Hawks 
started the season 0-6 while Richmond recov
ered from an injury. They were 12-4 when she 
returned and finished second in the WLAA. 

The 5-foot-7 guard averaged 15 points per 
game, shooting 33 percent from the floor, 75 
percent at the line and 35 percent from three-
point range (26-of-74). 

Richmond also averaged 4.4 rebounds, 3.5 
steals and two assists. In a three-year varsity 
career, she scored 538 points for a 9 . 1 aver
age. Richmond is fifth in career scoring and 
third in career steals with 143. 

"Ayana continued to improve as a basketball 
player and a leader throughout her career," 
coach Pete Mantyla said. "She earned the 
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