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The perfect ending to a near-perfect 
season. 

How else can one describe what has 
happened to the two best players on 
one of the best girls basketball teams 
ever at Plymouth Salem HS? 

Last week, guard Kelly Jaskot and 
forward MaryLou Liebau committed to 
NCAA Division I teams, Jaskot signing 
with the University of Detroit Mercy 
and Liebau with Oakland University. 

Both were integral parts of the first-
ever Salem team to survive a regular 
season unbeaten. The Rocks finished 
22-1, losing to Final Four-bound West 
Bloomfield in the regionals. 

"It was a helluva accomplishment," 
said Salem coach Fred Thomann. "But 
if you don't have good players, you 
won't win a lot of games." 

The Rocks had some good players, 
and the two best were Jaskot and 
Liebau. Jaskot, a 5-foot-7 guard, aver
aged 11.3 points, 4.1 assists, 4.3 
rebounds and 2.6 steals a game; 
Liebau, a 5-10 forward, led Salem with 
14 points and 10.5 rebounds a game, 
adding 2.3 steals per game. 

They also possessed another quality 
that would make them valuable to any 
team: They knew how to win. 

"The thing about Kelly," said 
Tho-x-iann, "the key for her is she 
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Court leader: Kelly Jaskot start
ed for four seasons for Salem, 
leading the Rocks in assists 
this season while earning all-
conference honors. 

understands the game. She blends her
self into the team. Her whole thing is, 
'We're going to win and I'll do whatever 
it takes.' 

"She can defend, she can make pass
es, she can get the ball to the right peo
ple at the right time. For Kelly, the 
thing she does best is she bonds every
one together." 

Although Jaskot has started four-
straight years for Thomann, even 
though she is a three-sport standout, 
she is not one to give into ego. She 
knows what she's good at, and she 
knows she's going to have to improve 
them to play at UDM. 

"It's going to be tough, but I want 
that challenge," she said. "This has 
been my goal for as long as I can 
remember, since I first started plajdng 
at about six. I guess you could say it's 
my passion." 

As well as she's developed in volley
ball, as strong as she has been in soft-
ball, those are not part of her collegiate 
athletic plans. Basketball is,and doing 
whatever it will take to contribute. 

"There's no guaranteed spot," she 
said. "I've got to earn it. I've got to 
work on my quickness — I mean, I'm 
quick, but I've got to get quicker. And I 
still could work on my shot, driving 
more to the basket 

"But you have to be faster to play at 
that level." 

Certainly she knows what it takes, a 
good reason why she was twice named 
to the all-Western Lakes Activities 
Association team. "She's just a really, 
really good basketball player," said 

Thomann. "And she's a tremendous 
help-side defender." 
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