
Salem hoopsters hammer Howell, 54-29 

Salem forward Kelly Jaskot dribbles the ball against Ann Arbor 
Huron's Tabatha Pool last Saturday at Salem. Pool hit the game-
winning ^hot with a second left to lift Huron to a 33-32 victory 
over the Rocks. (Photo by R. Alwood, jr.) 
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Staff Writer 

Gearing up for Tuesday's 
showdown with rival Canton, 
Salem's girls basketball team 
overpowered Howell 54-29 last 
Thursday at Salem. 

Kelly Jaskot led the Rocks in 
scoring with 15 points, including 
three three-pointers. As a team, 
Salem was five of five from 
beyond the arc. 

"Our perimeter game was 
strong," Salem coach Fred 
Thomann said. "I thought we 
played well. We took care of the 
ball well enough to win." 

After scoring only two points 
in the first half, Jaskot made all 
three of her three pointers in the 
third quarter to lead the Rocks to 
victory 

"She (Jaskot) is a great three-
point shooter," Thomann said. 
"When she gets her feet set, she 
can shoot the ball like the best of 
'em. I was disappointed to have 
to take her out early because of 
foul trouble." 

Jaskot was called for two 
quick fouls in the first quarter 
and picked up her fourth foul at 
3:46 of the second. She sat out the 
rest of the half, but she came out 
in the third and made two three-
pointers in the first three min

utes to put the game away 
Marissa Sarkesian's three-

pointer with 19 seconds left in 
the third gave the Rocks a 45-25 
lead. Sarkesian made another 
three in the fourth to finish with 
six points. 

Both teams were playing with
out their star player Mary Lou 
Liebau, Salem's leading scorer, 
missed the game because of a 
fractured ankle she suffered two 
weeks ago at Dexter Howell was 
without point guard Sara Piepho, 
who was out because of an infec
tion in her foot 

Howell looked lost without 
Piepho, scoring only four points 
in the first quarter and 15 points 
in the first half Salem, on the 
other hand, seemed fine without 
Liebau, going up 9-4 after the 
first 

Jenna VanWagoner, who fin
ished with 12 points, scored 
seven of Salem's first nine points. 
She made five straight free 
throws in the first and finished 6-
of-8 from the line. 

Dawn Allen, who also scored 
12 points, made six of 11 free 
throws in the second to help the 
Rocks take a 28-15 lead at half-
time. Amy Szawar made three 
field goals and a free throw to 
score all seven of her points in 
the second quarter 

"Dawn and Jenna did a nice 
job inside," Thomann said. "They 
did a really great job of making 
their free throws. That's what got 
us going." 

Ashlee Larson led the 
Highlanders with 12 points. 
Tiffany Gregory added six points. 

The victory improved Salem's 
record to 5-1 overall. The Rocks' 
next game is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
tonight at Walled Lake Central. It 
is an important divisional game 
for the Rocks, who are 2-0 in the 
Western Lakes Activities 
Association and 1-0 in the Lakes 
Division. 

Salem opened league play 
Tuesday at home against Canton. 
(Results of the game were 
unavailable by press time). The 
Chiefs came into the game 4-3 
overall (1-0 in the conference) 
after splitting a pair of non-
league games against Ann Arbor 
Pioneer and Flint Northern last 
week at home. 

Canton coach Bob Blohm said 
Tuesday's game was crucial if the 
Chiefs hope to win the confer
ence title. The Chiefs host Walled 
Lake Western tonight at 7 p.m. 

"That's a division game, so if 
we want to win the division, we 
have to win that game," Blohm 
said. "All the conference games 
coming upi are extremely impor

tant if we want to start competing 
and challenging for the division 
and conference championships." 

On Sept 21, the Chiefs lost 48-
39 in overtime to Flint Northern. 

"It was hard to lose like that," 
Canton coach Bob Blohm said. 
"We had a five-point lead with 30 
seconds left. They made a three-
pointer, then fouled us. We 

missed the free throw. They had 
three attempts and finally made 
one to tie it They outscored us 9-
0 in overtime." 

Janine Gustella led the Chiefs 
in scoring with 10 points. 
Gustella scored 19 points on 
Sept 19 to lead Canton to a 38-34 
victory over Ann Arbor Pioneer 
Angle Neu added,,nine points. 


