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A man of character and a man of class, Gene Balawajder was an icon in the Huron Valley School District. As a teacher, coach, an 

athletic director or a friend, Gene was viewed as a "stickler" for detail with a vision of greatness. Gene expected nothing but perfection 

from himself and those that worked with him. 

Gene attended Michigan State University where he ran Cross Country and Track while working towards his degree in Biology with a 

minor in Physical Education. Throughout his life, Gene remained loyal to his Alma Mater and supported the Spartans with great 

enthusiasm and loyalty. 

In 1970 Gene became the head coach of the boys cross country program. Over the next 26 years he would compile a resume 

deserving special recognition. In fact, Gene was inducted into the MHSAA's Coaches Hall-of-Fame in XXXX. Ever the visionary, Gene 

established a girl's XC team in the late 1970's and guided both programs through the 1996 season. During his tenure, the program 

recorded a combined dual record of 371-70-1, winning 14 Conference Titles, 12 Oakland County Titles, 8 Regional Titles, and 

astounding 26 State Finals appearances. Gene's teams didn't just compete at the finals, they excelled. Milford earned 18 top ten 

finishes under Balawajder's tutelage, including a State Runner-up with the 1984 girl's team. 

Gene also served as the Head Coach of the Track & Field program for 11 years. In six of those years, he guided both the boys' and 

girls' teams. During this time Gene's teams amassed a dual record of 131-5, while claiming 7 conference titles. 

In the fall of 1996, Gene was named the Director of Athletics for the Huron Valley School District, a position he took great pride in. In 

the fall of 2001 he was named the Athletic Director at Milford High School, a school he loved dearly. During his tenure at Milford, Gene 

was responsible adding new sports, which created more participation opportunities for the students. Gene also mentored the coaches 

to help their programs achieve a new level of success, while fostering an environment for continued growth. 

Gene was honored as both the Oakland County Athletic Director of the Year (2004) and the MIAAA Regional Athletic Director of the 

Year (2003). Gene's contributions to the development of the current athletic facilities can not be understated. Gene's attention to detail 

resonates throughout our athletic facilities. From the layout of the basketball court, to the enlarged photos in the hallway, Gene's "touch" 

is all around us tonight. 

Gene passed away on April 2nd, 2006 at the age of 62. He is survived by his wife of 36 years, Jeanne. They were a "team" in 

themselves. As lifelong educators they were committed to each other and the children that they worked with. 

 


