
Junior Baseball Players, and Parents of Juniors,  

Post High School
You are, or soon will be, exploring options regarding what to do after High School.  For some, it will be looking at colleges.
Mounds View High School obviously offers much help in this process of post high school opportunities.  
For most students, considering college options will not involve college athletics.  For some, college athletics is something they will want to explore.
Know that I am happy to help if you want any assistance; whether or not your process of looking at schools involves baseball or any sport.  I don’t pretend to have all the answers in this process, but I do have some experience with it. 
 
If You Are Interested In College Athletics
Having been involved in college recruiting for several years, I have an appreciation for the recruiting process, the process of considering and applying to colleges, and the potential stress and time commitment involved, regardless of whether college athletics is a consideration or not.
College Baseball recruiting is a challenge from the standpoint of projecting a player for the college game.  College coaches will start looking at players when they are juniors in high school; and sometimes earlier.  Thus, they are trying to project out at least a full 2 years to when those players would be college freshmen, and 4 years as a college junior when many athletes begin to make significant college team contributions.  A LOT can change in those years physically and skill wise.  
In addition to physical skills, the commitment level of a player has MUCH to do with whether or not they ultimately contribute to a college baseball team – there are many players physically capable that do not contribute at the college level - they develop other interests, they don’t want to make the commitment, etc.  Likewise, I can cite several examples of players that no one projected as college baseball players as high school juniors that became outstanding college baseball players.  What’s the point of all this?  If you REALLY want to be a college baseball player, know that it is possible - some physical skills are obviously required, but determination and commitment are extremely important as well.
If interested, attached is a document with some questions to consider when evaluating a school and the athletic program.
Also attached if interested is a copy of an article with some basic suggestions for the student-athlete when they meet or talk with a college coach.  Increasing the zoom to about 100% makes it readable. 

College Scholarships
If you are a prospective D1 or D2 college athlete where athletic scholarships are offered, you must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center: http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp.  Mounds View High School Athletic Director Bob Madison is the expert on this NCAA registration.   
The Minnesota State High School Coaches Association sponsors scholarships each year.  For more information: http://www.mshsca.org/page/show/2277527-scholarships" http://www.mshsca.org/page/show/2277527-scholarships.
The Minnesota State High School BASEBALL Coaches Association sponsors scholarships each year as well.  For more information: http://www.mshsbca.org/page/show/1290639-scholarship-criteria-and-information" http://www.mshsbca.org/page/show/1290639-scholarship-criteria-and-information.
Obviously, there are many other scholarship opportunities that Mounds View High School can help you with.

So, again, please contact me if you feel I can help in any way.

Regards,

Mark Downey
mark.downey@moundsviewschools.org
612-716-1088

