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By Genaro C. Armas
AP Sports Writer

MADISON — From Rus-
sell Wilson to J.J. Watt, Wis-
consin has become a home
for transfers who have blos-
somed into impact players.   

The Badgers have a good
track record, and offensive
lineman Ryan Ramczyk
could be taken in the first
round in the NFL draft next
week after a strong 2016 sea-
son, his one year with the
Badgers.   

Running back Chris James
and cornerback Nick Nelson
are the latest transfers in
position to make impres-
sions at Wisconsin. They
were eager to finally get on
the field on Friday night,
even if it was just for the
annual scrimmage that
wrapped up spring practice.    

The wait to join teammates
in uniform in front of fans is
over after sitting out their
redshirt seasons in 2016.   

‘‘A team is almost like a
fraternity,’’ James said.
‘‘Who is this guy? Can we
rely on him to make that
block on Saturday. ... I hope
that everything I do at prac-
tice helps.’’    

James played two seasons
at Pittsburgh, rushing for
143 yards for 690 yards and
four carries. He followed
coach Paul Chryst, who
returned to his alma mater
after three seasons as the
Panthers’ head coach.   

Nelson started his career
at Hawaii, where he had 51
tackles and a sack as a

sophomore in 2015. Nelson’s
connection to the Badgers
was former defensive backs
coach Daronte Jones, who
has since moved on to the
Miami Dolphins.   

Nelson stayed at Wiscon-
sin. He’s slated to take over
the starting cornerback posi-
tion vacated by four-year
starter Sojourn Shelton.   

‘‘He came here to get bet-
ter. He’s put in the time ...
through a (redshirt) season,’’
defensive coordinator Jim
Leonhard said. ‘‘He’s a guy
that’s not going to say a
word, but you can see it in
his eyes, see it in his smile.’’   

The Badgers can only hope
for now that James and Nel-
son can have the kind of
impact that Wilson had in
his one season at Wisconsin.
The Seattle Seahawks quar-
terback set a standard for

transfer success with his one
college season with the Bad-
gers, when he threw for 33
touchdowns and ran for six
in 2011. Wisconsin lost the
Rose Bowl that season to
Oregon, 45-38.   

‘‘I thought about this with
Russell, and I think it really
applies to all of them — a
transfer has to have enough
confidence in himself that
he can contribute or add
value to the team,’’ said
Chryst, who was Wilson’s
offensive coordinator at Wis-
consin. ‘‘Conversely, the
team is confident with who
they are. Confidence allows
you to accept someone from
outside.’’    

Chryst said each transfer’s
story is a little different,
though each player is usual-
ly looking for more opportu-
nity to play. He can’t neces-

sarily think of a common
thread that ties together the
transfer success stories,
other than the due diligence
that Wisconsin does to find
the right fits, for both the
school and the player.    

‘‘I think we try to do a good
job knowing who you’re
bringing in. The culture is ...
a big part of this place,’’
Chryst said.    

Wilson transferred from
North Carolina State looking
for a pro-style offense. Watt
transferred from Central
Michigan, leaving as a
junior following the 2010 sea-
son after posting 62 tackles,
including 21 for losses, and
seven sacks in his second
season at Wisconsin.    

Ramczyk was a first-team
AP All-American, following
up on a strong redshirt year
after his transfer from Divi-
sion III Wisconsin-Stevens
Point.    

At Pittsburgh, Nelson was
also able to consult with
Brian Calhoun, a former
Wisconsin running back
then on the Panthers’ staff.
Calhoun played two seasons
at Colorado before returning
to his home state and trans-
ferring to Wisconsin.    

He ran for 1,636 yards and
22 touchdowns in 2005, his
only season with the Bad-
gers.   

James said he was fortu-
nate to be able to consult
with Calhoun. James and
sophomore returnee
Bradrick Shaw figure to get
the bulk of the carries for
the vaunted Wisconsin run-
ning game.    

Calhoun is ‘‘a guy who
transferred over and then he
did just amazing things,’’
James said. ‘‘It’s kind of a
coincidence, here I am, the
running back now transfer-
ring in and hoping that I can
fill those shoes.’’    

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha North boys ten-
nis team keeps on winning
and it won twice — both 4-3
decisions — during the
Blackshirt Invitational on
Thursday.

The Northstars beat the
Blackshirts in their second
dual of the day and it was
North’s first dual victory
over South since 2012. No. 3
singles Josh Winters won 6-
2, 6-4, while No. 4 singles
Jack Snopek won 6-4, 6-1.
The No. 2 doubles team of
Jacob Hoeg and Ben
Schwartz won 6-4, 6-1. Max
Jozwiak and Jordan Nowell
won the closest match of the
dual — 6-4, 7-6 (5).

For South, Riley
Teutschmann won 6-0, 6-1 at
No. 1 singles, Jon Arvedson
won 6-2, 6-2 at No. 2 singles
and the No. 1 doubles team
of Michael Tang and Tommy
Ebben won 6-3, 6-2.

Winters is now 9-0 overall
and 3-0 in conference, while
North improved to 7-2 over-
all and 3-0 in conference.

The Northstars started 
the tournament beating
Franklin 4-3. The same four
flights that won against
South were also victorious
against Franklin.

West blanks Waunakee
MIDDLETON — The

Waukesha West girls soccer
team scored a 1-0 victory
over Waunakee in the first
round of the Middleton Car-

dinal Classic on Friday.
Senior Alicia Levenhagen

scored on an assist by junior
Kaitlin Zanon in the 56th
minute for the Wolverines
(2-3-1 overall).

Early offense helps
Blackshirts in win

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha South softball
team jumped on Milwaukee
Hamilton early en route to a
15-8 nonconference victory
Friday.

South (3-5 overall) scored
seven in the first and two
more in the second. The
Blackshirts also had a four-
run fifth inning.

Starting pitcher Alli Gard-
ner went the first two
innings and allowed two
runs, four walks and struck
out three. South had four
relievers after that. Sadie
O’Connor had the best
results of the four as she
went three innings and
allowed three walks and
struck out four. 

Sam Gardner went 2-for-4
with four RBIs. Sarah Smith
led the way at the plate going
4-for-4 with two runs scored.
Maci Camara went 2-for-2,
while Lauren Bogovich went
2-for-4 with two RBIs and
three runs scored.

Indian Trail jumps on
Arrowhead early

TOWN OF MERTON —
The Kenosha Indian Trail
softball team scored three
runs in the first and that’s
all it needed as it beat
Arrowhead 3-1 in a noncon-
ference game Friday.

Mimi Bradley took the loss
in the circle as she struck
out 11 batters, but allowed
four hits and walked six.
Taylor Olivier went 2-for-3,

while Claire Mann went 1-
for-3 as Arrowhead’s (2-1
overall) only hits of the
game. 

North can’t find
offense in loss

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha North softball
team had trouble against
Kenosha Bradford all game
in a 9-0 nonconference loss
Friday.

The Northstars (4-2 over-
all) had just two hits and
committed six errors.
Megan Johnson and Emma
Lausier each had a hit. Tori
Froh pitched a complete
game and allowed 10 hits,
two walks and three strike-
outs.

Late surge helps CMH
beat Escanaba

ESCANABA, Mich. — A
six-run seventh inning put
the game out of reach as the
Catholic Memorial baseball
team beat Escanaba (Mich.)
8-1 in a nonconference game
Friday.

CMH led the whole way as
it scored once in the first
and once in the sixth. Escan-
aba scored in the bottom of
the sixth, but the big inning
put it away.

Sophomore Nate Brown
and freshman Matt Klement
each had two hits and two
RBIs. One of Brown’s hits
was a double. Senior Andy
Stekiel led the way going 4-
for-4 with a double and an
RBI. Senior Ben Dragani
and junior Jake Kaiser each
had RBI hits.

Stekiel was the winning
pitcher as he went 5 1/3
innings pitched and allowed
one run on two hits, four
walks and struck out five
batters. Senior Jonathan

Dominguez pitched 1 1/3
innings and allowed one hit
and struck out three, while
freshman Luke Fox pitched
a 1/3 inning.

Cooney loses rematch
with Sun Prairie

OCONOMOWOC — The
Oconomowoc baseball team
fell to Sun Prairie 6-4 Friday
in a rematch of last season’s
Sun Prairie Sectional final-
ists.

The Cardinals (9-1), who
edged the Raccoons 8-7 in
the sectional title game,
entered the contest ranked
fourth in the wissports.net
Division 1 state poll. They
opened a 4-0 lead during the
first two innings before
holding off a comeback bid
by fifth-ranked
Oconomowoc (7-2).

Senior Jonah Landowski
and sophomore Miller Wal-
lace both went 2 for 4, scored
one run and drove in anoth-
er for the Raccoons.

LCL gets easy victory
HARTLAND — Lake

Country Lutheran improved
to 5-3 overall and 5-0 in the
Midwest Classic Conference
with an 11-1 triumph over
Messmer on Friday.

Juniors Nick Frigerio and
Tyler Johnston combined to
pitch a one-hitter, with
Frigerio going 4 1/3 innings,
walking two and striking
out five before Johnston fin-
ished and struck out one.

Sophomore Tyler Bran-
denburg went 2 for 2 with a
pair of doubles and drove in
two runs, while senior Ezra
Heinritz and sophomore
Nick Rupprecht both fin-
ished 2 for 3 with a run bat-
ted in.

— Freeman Staff

Northstars
down South
for first time
since 2012

James, Nelson hope to
be next impact transfers

Gibbs Racing
hopes for

breakthrough
at Bristol

North gets two wins at Blackshirt Invite

By Jenna Fryer
AP Auto Racing Writer

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Joe
Gibbs Racing had three
victories at this point last
season, including back-to-
back wins by Kyle Busch.
Then Carl Edwards reeled
off consecutive victories
and the organization was
easily the best in NASCAR.  

Now? The team is win-
less through the first seven
races of the season and
looking to break the
drought at Bristol Motor
Speedway.    

‘‘I would have to say that
obviously we’re not as
strong this year out of the
gate,’’ Busch said Friday. ‘‘I
feel as though we’re com-
petitive and we’re close,
but we’re not there. I don’t
think there’s any reason
for cause for concern yet.’’   

The speed chart Friday
indicated JGR may be on
the right track.    

Toyota drivers took five
of the first six spots in
practice, three from JGR
and two from sister team
Furniture Row Racing.
Denny Hamlin and Busch
had the best 10 consecutive
lap averages, the true indi-
cator of who has the
strongest cars.    

It was an important
showing because the
weather forecast for Bris-
tol this weekend calls for
rain and no one is certain
when the cars will next be
on track. So most of the
field treated Friday as if it
was their only time to pre-
pare for Sunday’s race.    

Qualifying was canceled
because of early rain at the
track, and the field was set
by points. It gave Kyle Lar-
son the pole with Chase
Elliott right next to him.
The JGR cars will start
seventh (Busch), 16th
(Hamlin), 22nd (Matt
Kenseth) and 23rd (Daniel
Suarez).    

Busch is a five-time win-
ner at Bristol, but hasn’t
been to victory lane in his
Cup car since 2011. He

thinks the drop-off is a
combination of changing
track conditions, team
issues or unexpected fail-
ures.    

‘‘A couple other runs
that we’ve had here we’ve
been OK, maybe third or
fourth, and I try something
and I lose the nose,’’ he
said. ‘‘It’s just been frus-
trating the last few times of
coming here and not really
having the speed in order
to run up in the lead and
lead a lot of laps like I used
to. ... We were pretty domi-
nant force and that’s kind
of gone away and it would
be nice to get those days
back in the 18 camp.’’   

He’ll certainly have com-
petition. He listed Larson,
Elliott, and Team Penske
teammates Brad Keselows-
ki and Joey Logano as the
biggest threats, but noted
that he goes into the race
certain he will be the vic-
tor.    

‘‘There are a few races
track I go to where I would
say there’s nothing accept-
able except winning,’’ he
said. ‘‘Bristol, this is one of
my best wheelhouses and I
really enjoy coming here.
There’s also going to be the
Kyle Larsons that come to
Bristol and nothing is
going to be acceptable
except winning for them,
too.    

‘‘That’s why the competi-
tion is tough because
there’s five guys, maybe
even seven guys that can
walk in here this weekend
thinking this is our week-
end to get a win. We have to
fight those guys in order to
go out there and get the
win for ourselves.’’   

Larson, the points leader,
loves his chances. He’s
already got one win this
season and his front-row
starting spot has him cer-
tain he can have a strong
race.    

‘‘It’s nice to be the point
leader and be starting up
front, I always race really
well here,’’ he said. ‘‘I just
don’t qualify well.’’   

Group is winless this season

RB from
Pitt, CB

from Hawaii

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017 • THE FREEMAN • 5BGMTODAY.COM SPORTS

BADGERS

Answers on Page 8B

NASCAR

Associated Press

In this Oct. 10, 2015 file photo, Pittsburgh running back Chris
James runs with the ball during a game against Virginia in
Pittsburgh. James and cornerback Nick Nelson are the latest
transfers in position to make impacts at Wisconsin.

BASEBALL
■ Carroll University junior

Ryan Hetherington from Crys-
tal Lake, Ill. was selected the
College Conference of Illinois
and Wisconsin Baseball Player
of the Week as a hitter. He went
7-for-8 with six runs, a double,
two home runs and six RBIs fin
a doubleheader last week
against North Central. Both of
his homers came in the 17-7
victory over North Central. He’s
the first Carroll player to be
named to the Baseball Player
of the Week for the CCIW this
season. Hetherington was also
named Pioneer of the Week.

GOLF
■ Wisconsin junior Eddie

Wajda from Brookfield Central
finished tied for 54th after
shooting a three-round total of
229 at the Boiler Invitational on
Sunday. He highlighted the
tournament with a 72 in the
third round.

SOFTBALL
■ Winona State freshman

Alison Nowak from New Berlin
Eisenhower went 1-for-3 with a
run scored as the Warriors beat
Augustana in the second game
of the doubleheader 7-2 Tues-
day. Nowak leads the team with
a .483 batting average and
.707 slugging percentage while
starting in 20 of the 45 games
this season.

■ UW-Whitewater junior Mal-

lory Klotz from New Berlin
West went 3-for-6 with a dou-
ble, three RBIs and three runs
scored as the Warhawks split a
doubleheader with Illinois Wes-
leyan on Wednesday. Klotz is
third on the team with a .441
batting average and has start-
ed in all but one of the team’s
30 games. She leads the team
with 38 runs scored and is tied
for the lead in hits (41).

■ Lake Forest College
sophomore Alyssa Grimm
went 1-for-3 in the first game
and 2-for-3 with a double, two
RBI and two runs scored in the
second of a doubleheader
sweep over Beloit College on
Wednesday. Grimm is batting

.309 with two home runs, nine
RBIs, 10 runs scored and three
stolen bases in 20 games
played.

■ Minnesota junior Felix
Corwin from Brookfield East
won at No. 2 singles 7-6, 2-6,
6-1 against Penn State, but the
Golden Gophers lost 5-2 in the
dual Sunday.

TRACK AND FIELD
■ Carroll junior Marissa

Wendtland from Muskego fin-
ished second in the 400-meter
hurdles in 1:03.00 at the Bene-
dictine University Invitational
and was selected Pioneer of
the Week.

— Compiled by Pat Neumuth, 
Freeman Staff
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