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SECTION 1: PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS 
 

PURPOSE 
The Open Door Christian Schools Athletic Department seeks to support the school's mission 
statement while promoting academic success, achieving athletic excellence, ensuring the highest 
principles of sports conduct, and fostering an appreciation for God's Word. The end goal is to 
develop men and women in intellectual maturity, wisdom, and Christian faith that are committed 
to serving the church, community, and world. 

 
Patriot Principals in Athletics 

• God– Extracurriculars at ODCS includes a religious dimension that should permeate the 
student’s life; thus, through participation in extracurriculars, the student finds these 
activities to be an instrument that can lead them closer to God. The student at ODCS 
manifests a fundamental orientation toward God in their relationship with their team and 
the larger community. 

 
• Identity- Through participation in extracurriculars, the ODCS student matures as a 

person - physically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually - to a degree that reflects a 
conscious responsibility for their growth. Extracurricular participation begins as a 
personal choice and continues as an opportunity for the student to develop their body, 
mind, feelings, and spiritual consciousness always realizing that the ability to participate 
stems from a gift of God. 

! 
• Relationship- Participation in ODCS extracurriculars must not be for selfish reasons or 

for merely personal satisfaction; rather, such participation and commitment should 
prepare the student for further participation and an active life commitment in the church 
and community in the service of others. 

 
• Responsibility- As a child of God, the ODCS student is known and loved by God. That 

love invites a personal response which is an expression of movement within the human 
heart beyond self-interest or self-centeredness to relationships that insist upon individual 
care and concern for each person associated with their team. 

 
Open Door Christian Schools extracurriculars, clubs and teams must seek to encourage, 
instill, and foster such growth and development in its students. 

SECTION 2: MEDICAL INFORMATION/FORMS 

PHYSICALS 
Pre-participation physicals are required BEFORE the first day of mandatory practices for any 
student to compete in interscholastic athletics in Grades 5-12 at ODCS. Physicals are valid for one 
year from the date of the physical. All paperwork must be returned to the Athletic Office. Failure 
to do so will result in missed practices, which may result in not being able to be part of a team. 



08/2016 
 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 
Coaches must be informed immediately regarding any injuries sustained by her/his athlete(s). 
Contact the coach if your athlete cannot make practice because of illness or injury. Also, keep 
the coach up to date on any progress the athlete has made. This is important for these reasons: 

a.   The coach is responsible for each athlete and needs to know what is going on. 
b.   Incident reports must be completed in case of injury at a school related activity. 
c.   First aid may be required in case of sustained injury. 
d.  The coach must be aware of necessary protections of previously sustained injury to the 
player. 
e.   The coach must also know of any illness the athlete may have or medication 
the athlete may need. 

 
Because of the possibility of accidents, athletes will not be permitted in the gym or other school 
facilities without the presence or supervision of their coaches. Senseless horseplay will not be 
tolerated as injuries can happen too easily. 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY:  Parents(s)/Legal Guardian(s)/Custodian(s) assume financial responsibility for 
any expenses resulting from athletic injury. Open Door Christian Schools assumes no financial responsibility in case 
of injury. 

 
REQUIRED FORMS 

1.  Complete OHSAA Physical Form* 
2.  OHSAA Authorization Form* 
3.  OHSAA Eligibility and Authorization Statement* 
4.  Ohio DOH Concussion Information Form* 
5.  ODCS Athletic Policy / Informed Consent / Information Release** 
7.   Complete and sign Cardiac Arrest Training Form 

SECTION 3: PARTICIPATION AND CONDUCT PARTICIPATION 

FEE 
Each sport requires payment of a participation fee of $115 set by the Administration at the 
beginning of each school year. This fee is charged to your school account when athletes have 
been notified that they have made the team. This fee is used to help cover the cost of coaches, 
busing and other related expenses depending on the sport.  Once your account has been billed, 
the sports participation fee is non-refundable. 

 
TWO-SPORT PARTICIPATION 
The student-athlete who is participating must declare one of the two sports as their first 
commitment. First commitment requires the athlete to attend all practices, meetings, and games 
connected with that athletic program. The student-athlete may participate with the second athletic 
program during the time when there are no obligations to the sport that has priority. In the event 
that the second sport becomes a conflict with the first sport, participation in the second sport will 
be subject to termination. 
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ATHLETICS--WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
Open Door Christian Schools encourages our students to participate in church activities on 
Wednesday evenings and Sundays. Therefore, athletic contests will not occur on Wednesdays or 
Sundays. Practices may be held on Wednesdays; however, to ensure the student-athlete can attend 
church services, all practices will end by 5:30pm. Athletic teams may have a tournament game 
scheduled on a Wednesday evening, depending on OHSAA tournament draws. In the event of an 
OHSAA tournament contest, athletic teams will be allowed to participate in their scheduled 
tournament games. 

 
SPECTATORS: CODE OF CONDUCT 
Spectators, which includes, but is not limited to parents, are a witness to our school and 
community.  More importantly they are representing their walk in Christ. How we act and react 
to situations can speak volumes about our relationship with Jesus. 

 
Spectators must address athletes, coaches, officials and other spectators in a positive manner. 
Spectators may not use profanity or abusive language. Yelling at officials, coaches, and students 
is unacceptable and subject to removal from the game. 

 
PATRIOT PRIDE 
The Patriot Pride Athletic Booster Club was created with one purpose in mind: supporting the 
interscholastic athletic program. With these objectives and accomplishments, the Athletic 
Booster Club strongly relies on the faithful commitment and involvement of the parents of the 
athletes and others that comprise its membership. Through gate fees, concessions and other 
projects, money is raised to help defray the high cost of running an athletic program. WE NEED 
YOU TO BE INVOLVED! The more people who are involved, the more our athletes benefit, 
and the better training they will receive. Please do your part to help our athletic program. Contact 
the Athletic Department if you would like to help in any way. 

 
PRACTICES 
Practices are a mandatory aspect of participating on a team. Players are expected to be at practice 
on time and prepared for the day's workout. If a student attends school, she/he must be at practice 
unless one of the excused absences listed below applies. If you know that you will miss a 
practice, please notify your coach in advance. The coach has the right to take action (sprints, 
removal of game time, dismissal from team, etc.) on a player who does 
not follow the practice and/or game guidelines. 

 
The following are examples of excused absences: 

1.  Attending a funeral 
2.  Doctor's appointment 
3.  Tutoring 

 
Please note: 
** In-season sports take priority over out-of-season activities. ** 
** Athletes must be picked up on time after practices and games. ** 
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GAMES 
Athletes will be given a schedule for their particular sport; however, at various times a change 
may occur in the schedule. The coach or Athletic Director will tell the team of the change and the 
athlete is then responsible for communicating the change to her /his parent. Schedules are also 
available at www.odcsathletics.org. 
Every effort is made to follow the original schedules. However, there may be times, due to an 
opponent's scheduling conflicts, weather, or unforeseen circumstances, when we may have to 
reschedule or cancel an event. 

 
Players are responsible to report to the games at the time given by the coach. Coaches do tell the 
players what time to arrive- so be there on time! 

 
UNIFORMS 
Uniforms will not be given to an athlete until all eligibility requirements are met and the 
participation fee has been paid. Uniforms are the property of the ODCS Athletic Department. 
Players are expected to take care of the uniforms as directed by the coaches and return them in 
good condition. Uniforms must be washed and turned in no later than one week after the final 
interscholastic competition.  Failure to do so will result in a fine. If at the end of the year a 
uniform has not been returned, then the family may be charged the replacement cost of the 
uniform. 

 
 
 
ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT POLICY 

1. Lockers and Locker Room: We have been blessed with lockers and a quality locker 
room. We must treat them with the proper care and respect by making sure they are kept 
clean and tidy. Please do not abuse the lockers- such as kicking, punching, slamming them, 
or by storing food or wet clothing in them. Athletes must be sure to take home all personal 
belongings after games and practices. Any items left in the locker room must be locked up. 
The Athletic Department is not responsible for lost or stolen items left in the locker room, 
gym, hallway, or bathroom. 
2. Equipment and Facilities: It takes a lot of work and money to provide the quality 
equipment that we have here at ODCS. The abuse of such equipment lowers the quality of 
our program, as the equipment we use is needed for the development of our athletes. Take 
good care of our equipment and stop others who may be abusing our equipment. The 
facilities here are provided by the Church of the Open Door and were built with monies from 
many faithful Christians. Therefore, let's remember to take care of what has been given to us 
to use. 

 
ATTENDANCE--SCHOOL DAY 
In order to participate in any practices or games, athletes must be in school a minimum of a 
half•-day, meaning athletes must be in school by 11:15am the day of in order to be eligible for 
practices or games. Athletes arriving to school later than 11:15am must have a written excuse to 
be eligible to participate that day. This excuse must be from a valid appointment (doctor, dentist, 
counseling, court, etc). 

 
Athletes are expected to be at school on time the day after a game. Being tardy to school or 
missing school may result in an unexcused absence from practice. 

http://www.odcsathletics.org/
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DISCIPLINE 
All athletes are expected to follow the guidelines set forth by the ODCS Student/Parent 
Handbook. The appropriate Principal and the Athletic Director will work together to determine 
whether athletic discipline needs to be provided for violating handbook policies. The individual 
coach will be responsible for handling violations of team rules and any on-court/field 
disciplinary measures (including sportsmanship issues). 

 
GENERAL TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES 
Parents/Guardians are responsible for their student’s transportation to and from events, including 
practices, unless otherwise informed by the school. ODCS staff is not responsible and may not 
discuss the organizing and/or arranging of student transportation in situations where ODCS is not 
providing transportation. Furthermore, ODCS does not monitor the arrival and departure of 
students, unless school transportation is being provided to or from the event. 

 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Athletics, Teacher and Office Aides * 
The following guidelines have been established in conjunction with the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association (OHSAA) and the ODCS School Board. These guidelines may also pertain 
to teacher and office aides. They are as follows: 

1.  An ODCS student-athlete will be ineligible to participate in interscholastic sports during 
the grading period immediately following a grading period in which they have not passed 
five or more one-credit classes or if they have earned less than a 1.85 GPA. 

2.  An eligibility check for all ineligible athletes will take place approximately 4 ½ weeks 
into the quarter. A full evaluation of all classes will take place. A student can earn back 
his/her eligibility at this time providing he/she has achieved passing grades in all courses 
and has received only one “F” in the previous quarter. 

3.   Ineligibility takes effect the start of the 5th school day of the next grading period (this 
includes calamity days, faculty in-service but not holidays or school breaks). 

4.  Fall season eligibility commences at the start of the fall sports season, and is based on 4th
 

quarter grades. 
5.  A first time 7th grade student will be eligible for the first grading period regardless of 

previous academic achievement. Thereafter, ODCS eligibility requirements apply. 
6.  A student enrolling in ninth grade for the first time will be eligible for the first grading 

period regardless of previous academic achievement. 
7.  A student establishes his/her “home” school when he or she either attends school as a 

freshman or participates in a pre-season scrimmage or game. In either case, that school 
becomes the “home” school for athletic eligibility for that student. 

 

 
*Note: This policy is subject to change per OHSAA revisions. 

 

 
For questions and up-to-date information on academic and transfer eligibility guidelines, please 
contact the Athletic Director. 



08/2016 
 

Recruiting 
 
From OHSAA Bylaw 4-9 

 
4-9-1 A student is considered a prospective athlete after enrolling in the seventh grade, or 
the grade corresponding to the seventh grade for a student from a foreign country. Any attempt 
to recruit a prospective student-athlete for athletic purposes shall be strictly prohibited. 

 
4-9-2 For purposes of this Bylaw Section 9, the term “recruit” shall mean the use of 
influence by any person connected or not connected with the school to secure the transfer of a 
prospective student-athlete. 

 
4-9-3 All member high schools are permitted to mass market their entire high school 
program and all of its elements for the purpose of informing and recruiting students. 
• Recruiting a select athletic group or individual, i.e. eighth grade team or individual 
sports participants, is a violation. 
• Coaches initiating contact with prospective student-athletes, who are not presently 
enrolled in the school’s educational program, or their parents, prior to written acceptance 
notification (which cannot occur prior to January 2), is a violation. 
• Note: For the purposes of this section of Bylaw 4, the description of “coaches” as 
stated in Bylaws 6-1-1 and 6-1-2 shall be applicable. 

 
4-9-4 Prior to enrollment, a student-athlete may visit a public or non-public school in 
contemplation of transfer, as long as that contemplated transfer is consistent with Board of 
Education or similar governing board policy formally adopted by that school district and 
arrangements for the visit are made through the principal and/or school administrator 
designated by the Board of Education or similar governing board. 

 
4-9-5 All questions relating to enrollment, attendance or the athletic program shall be 
handled through the school administration or the admissions office. High school coaches may 
answer athletic questions from prospective student-athletes and/or their parents and describe 
their programs only within the school in accordance with approved administrative policies and 
procedures (i.e. via admissions offices). 

 
4-9-6 Member schools shall not distribute athletic publications or advertise solely for 
athletics. All athletic materials must be accompanied by general school information, prior to 
student registration. Athletic camp brochures that advertise athletic camps that are available to 
a general population are permitted. 

 
4-9-7 Invitations and/or free admission to high school contests or invitations to athletic- 
related recognition ceremonies/banquets, etc., are permitted provided that the invitation or 
admission is extended to the entire group or team and is mutually agreed upon by the 
administrations of both schools/organizations. Additional favors or inducements, such as T- 
shirts or caps, cannot be given to prospective student-athletes or their parents. 

 
4-9-8 Providing financial aid or scholarships to a student on the basis of athletic ability is 
prohibited. 
4-9-9 All member school coaches approved by the Board of Education or other governing 
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board and student-athletes, when invited, may speak at elementary/middle schools, as well as 
to youth organizations, provided the talk focuses on educational values and coaching 
techniques and is not used to recruit student-athletes. 

 
4-9-10 Any violation of the recruiting prohibitions as set forth in this Bylaw shall cause the 
recruited student-athlete to be ineligible upon transfer. Furthermore, the school to which the 
recruited student-athlete transfers or the school the recruiting attempts were intended to 
benefit shall be subject to sanctions as set forth in Bylaw 12. 

 
 
AWARDS 
Awards are given to Middle and High School players at a ceremony that takes place at the end of 
each season. The following criteria must be met to receive a Varsity Letter: 

 
● Team players and athletes who participate in a minimum of 50% of varsity athletic 

contests and attends practice on a regular basis. 
● Coaches discretion will be utilized for an athlete who would have earned their Varsity 

Letter, if it were not for an injury. 
1st Year Chenille Letter & Sport Pin 
2nd Year Service Bar (Chevron) 
3rd Year Sport Trophy 
4th Year Plaque 

 
Quitting a Team 

 
To emphasize the importance and great degree of commitment asked of the Open Door 
Christian athlete, the policy with regard to a student athlete who quits a ODCS athletic team 
before the end of its season is as follows: If a student athlete is a member of a particular ODCS 
team and then quits that team, he or she may not try out for any other school team until the 
completion of the season of the sport which they have quit. If, at the time an athlete quits a 
team (team “A”) while simultaneously playing on another varsity squad (team “B”), they may 
continue to participate on that second team (i.e. team “B”). The same ruling also applies to 
those individuals who are removed from a team because of academic or disciplinary reasons (in 
these instances, however, a player may be removed from both teams); it applies without 
exception to all students at Open Door Christian Schools. 

 
COMMUNICATION 
Communication is key to any relationship. Coaches and parents are encouraged to have open 
communication with each other. 

 
Parent – Coach Communication 

 
Parent – the Athletic Director at the pre-season parent meeting outlines Coach communication 
prior to each athletic season. 

 
By establishing a clear understanding of both the role of coaching as a vocation and parenting 
as a vocation, only then can both parties learn to accept the actions of the other. This, in turn, 
will ultimately lead to greater benefits for our students. This understanding begins with clear 
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communication from the coaches, the parents, the athletes and the athletic administration. 
 

Communication parents should expect from the coach/moderator 
1.   Philosophy of the program 
2.   Expectations the coach has for all players (your child included) on the team 
3.   Locations and times for practices and contests 
4.   Special team requirements (fees, special equipment, off season programs, etc.) 
5.   Injury procedure 
6.   Disciplinary action resulting in your son’s dismissal from a team 

 
Communication coaches/moderators should expect from athletes 
1.   If a problem arises, athletes will meet with their coach first to try to resolve the difference 

 
Communication coaches/moderators should expect from parents 
1.   Personal concerns expressed directly to the coach 
2.   Notification of schedule conflicts 

 
Concerns appropriate to discuss with coaches/moderators 
1.   Ways for your child to improve 
2.   Behavioral/Disciplinary actions taken 

 
Concerns NOT appropriate to discuss with coaches/moderators 
1.   Playing time 
2.   Team strategy 
3.   Play calling 
4.   Other students 

 
Proper Communication Procedures 
1.   Athlete-Coach 
2.   Athlete-Coach-Parent 
3.   Athlete-Coach-Athletic Director 
4.   Athlete-Coach-Parent-Athletic Director 

 
 

STUDENT-ATHLETE GROWTH AND EVAULATIONS 
As a student-athlete of Open Door Christian Schools, you can expect to be nurtured and given the 
opportunity to grow not only as a child of God but as an athlete. Throughout the season, ODCS 
coaches will evaluate student-athletes prior to the season, midway through the season and at the end 
of the season to continue their growth as a student-athlete. Playing time is not given but earned; 
playing time is also not even. Student-athletes will earn their playing time but student-athletes at 
ODCS can expect feedback from coaches on what they need to improve on to play a bigger role on 
the team. Reference the Communication section regarding student-athlete/coach communication and 
coaches/parents communication.  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.  Game Schedules: Athletes will be given a schedule for their particular sport; however, at 
various times a change may occur in the schedule. The coach or Athletic Director will tell 
the team of the change and the athlete is then responsible for communicating the change 
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to her/his parent. Schedules are also available at  www.odcs.org. 
2.  Pick-up after Games: It is the responsibility of the athlete to inform her/his parent as to 

when and where s/he should be picked up after each game- whether home or away. The 
coaches will let the athletes know the departure and approximate return times for each 
away event. It is essential that you know in advance when and where your athlete needs 
to be picked up! 

3.  Pick-up after Practices: It is also important that athletes are picked up on time after 
practice. The coaches will let athletes know ahead of time when practice ends. It is the 
athlete's responsibility to communicate these times to her/his parent so that a ride will be 
waiting for them. 

4.  Maps to Games: Please contact your coach or Athletic Department if you need a map to       
away events. You may also visit the athletics website at  www.odcsathletics.org. 

 
5.  Game Day Needs: For certain games (basically away games), athletes may be required 

to bring things beside their basic uniform, socks, shoes, athletic supporter, and in some 
cases warm-ups. This could be money for dinner, a sack lunch, extra clothing, or 
anything else deemed necessary by the coach or Athletic Department. It is the 
athlete's responsibility to know what is required of her/him to bring to each event. 

6.   Dress Code to Games: As athletes attend away games or participate in home games, 
they are expected to follow campus wear guidelines (see criteria for extracurricular 
events) or dress in team warm-up attire. Remember that as an ODCS athlete, one is 
representing not only her /himself but also our school and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

7.  Cleaning the Vehicles: The athletes are required to help clean any vehicles that are used 
for traveling. 

 
SECTION 4: Conduct 

 
Hazing 

 
 

• Hazing is defined in Ohio Revised Code 2903.31 as follows: “As used in 
this 
section, ‘hazing’ means doing any act or coercing another, including the victim, 
to do 
any act of initiation onto any student or other organization that causes or creates a 
substantial risk of causing mental or physical harm to any person.” 
• The statute does not require substantial risk of mental or physical harm.  In 
theory, therefore, any fear, embarrassment, or pain caused by an act of hazing 
would be actionable. 
• Not only may a school discipline a student (or group of students) for 
hazing, it MUST take action to prevent such hazing, actively enforcing such 
policies against hazing that would, by definition, include reasonable 
discipline when appropriate. 

 

 
• Hazing is one of the very few instances in which the Revised Code 
specifically creates civil liability for any administrator, employee, or faculty 
members "...who knew and reasonably should have known of the hazing and 

http://www.odcs.org/
http://www.odcsathletics.org/
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who did not make reasonable attempts to prevent it…." 
• In addition, hazing is one area that provides for criminal sanctions against 
both the participants and any school employee who recklessly permits its 
occurrence. 
 

• Hazing activities of any type are inconsistent with the educational process 
and shall be prohibited at all time. No administrator, faculty member, other 
employee of the school shall encourage, permit, condone, or tolerate any hazing 
activities. No student, including leaders of student organization, shall plan, 
encourage, or engage in any hazing. 

 
• Hazing is defined as doing any act or coercing another, including the 
victim, to do any act of initiation unto any student or other organization that 
causes or creates a substantial risk of causing mental or physical harm to any 
person.  Permission, consent, or assumption of risk by an individual subjected to 
hazing does not lessen the prohibition contained in this policy. 
• Administrators, faculty members, and all other employees of the school 
shall be particularly alert to possible situations, circumstances or events that might 
include hazing.  If hazing or planned hazing is discovered, involved students shall 
be policy and shall be required to end all hazing activities immediately. All hazing 
incidents shall be reported immediately to the Dean of Students. 
• Administrators, faculty members, students, and all other employees who 
fail to abide by this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, which may 
include disciplinary probations, suspension and possible dismissal from team 
activity and/or school, and may be liable for civil and criminal penalties in 
accordance with Ohio Revised Code 
2903.31. 
• Athletes involved in a hazing incident may be removed from the teams and 
may lose any and all awards, including varsity letters. 

 
 
HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION, AND BULLYING POLICY 
In accordance with our commitment to provide an academic environment in which all 
individuals treat each other with dignity and respect Open Door Christian Schools has created 
this policy to prohibit all forms of harassment, intimidation and bullying. 

 
 
Definition of Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying 
“Harassment, intimidation and bullying” means any intentional written, verbal, graphic or 
physical act that a student or group of students exhibit toward another particular 
student(s) more than once and the behavior both: 

● Causes mental or physical harm to the other student; and 
● Is sufficiently severe, persistent and pervasive that it creates an intimidating, 

threatening, or abusive educational environment for the other student/school 
personnel. 
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● This also includes cyber bullying, which is harassment, intimidation, and 
bullying by means of electronically transmitted acts (i.e. internet, cell phone, 
personal digital assistance (PDA), or wireless hand-held device). 

 
 
STUDENT SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY 
Open Door Christian Schools is committed to maintaining an academic environment in which all 
individuals treat each other with dignity and respect and which is free from all forms of 
intimidation, exploitation and harassment, including sexual harassment. This school is prepared 
to take action to prevent and correct any violations of this policy. Anyone who violates this 
policy will be subject to discipline, up to and including termination or expulsion. 

 
ODCS TEEN DATING VIOLENCE POLICY 
In agreement with the shared value of “God uniquely gifts every student,” The Board of 
Education of Open Door Christian Schools is committed to preventing teen dating violence. 

 
Teen dating violence is emotional abuse, verbal abuse, electronic abuse, sexual abuse, and/or 
physical abuse by a person to harm, threaten, intimidate, control, and/or attempt to control 
another person in a relationship of a romantic or intimate nature or a romantic interest, regardless 
of whether that relationship is continuing or has concluded or the number of interactions between 
the individuals involved. 
Students who violate this policy shall be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the 
ODCS Disciplinary Policies and Procedures. 

 
 
TOBACCO-FREE ENVIRONMENT POLICY 

 

Open Door Christian Schools (ODCS) implemented a campus-wide tobacco-free policy for all 
employees and visitors in order to provide a clean, healthy, productive and safe environment for 
all. This policy is designed in compliance with the Ohio State Law. 

This policy is in effect during and after work hours and will apply to: 
● All ODCS employees; 
● Students; 
● Vendors; 
● Customers, vendors, clients, consultants, contractors and all other visitors; and 
● Members of committees, including the Board of Education. 

 
 
Smoking and tobacco use of any kind will be prohibited on all ODCS owned and/or leased 
locations/premises; all internal and external areas, and parking lots; all entrances and exits; and 
all owned and/or leased vehicles. 
This policy shall be posted on the premises and available for inspection upon request. 

 
 
ODCS shall not discharge, refuse to hire, or in any manner retaliate against an employee, 
applicant, or customer who exercises any rights afforded by this policy, or anyone who reports or 
attempts to prosecute a violation of this policy. 
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Compliance with this policy is mandatory and policy violations by employees will be subject to 
the standard disciplinary actions of ODCS. 
 
Any disputes involving the policy should be handled through ODCS’ established procedures for 
resolving other work-related problems. If the problem persists, an employee may speak to the 
President. 

 

 
ODCS encourages all employees who use tobacco products to quit such usage. Information on 
cessation programs is available upon requests made to the Business Office and can also be found 
on the bulletin boards. 

 

 
Any questions regarding the tobacco free workplace policy should be directed to the President or 
the Ohio Department of Health at 1-866-634-7654. 

 
MEDIATION/ARBITRATION AGREEMENT 
As a parent/guardian or student of the Open Door Christian Schools community, I agree to 
resolve any differences that may arise between myself and the Board, the School or any of its 
employees or volunteers according to the Biblical pattern of Matthew 18:15-17 and Galatians 6:1 
and always give a good report.  All differences are to be resolved by utilizing Biblical principles 
- always presenting a united front. 

 
The parents/guardians, students, board members, employees and volunteers of the School submit 
to the authority of the Bible and agree that the Bible commands them to make every effort to 
live at peace and to resolve disputes with each other in private or within the Christian community 
in conformity with the Biblical injunctions of I Corinthians 6:1-8, Matthew 5:23-24, and 
Matthew 18:15-20. Therefore, the parents/guardians, students, board members, employees and 
volunteers of the School agree that  any claim or dispute arising out of, or related  to,  the 
parent/guardian and School relationships  or the student  and School relationships, including any 
claim or statutory claims, shall be settled by Biblically-based mediation. 

 
If said mediation is unsuccessful in resolving the dispute, the parties agree that the dispute shall 
be submitted to binding arbitration with an arbitrator with the Institute for Christian Conciliation, 
Billings, MT (hereinafter "Institute") using the "Rules of Procedure for Christian Conciliation" 
contained in the Peacemaker Ministries booklet, Guidelines for Christian Conciliation 
(hereafter "Rules") for the arbitration only. A Copy of the Rules is available and can be obtained 
on the Peacemaker ministries website or from the School office. 

 
Consistent with the Rules, each party shall agree on the selection of the arbitrator. If there is an 
impasse in the selection of the arbitrator, the Institute shall be asked to provide the name of a 
qualified person that will serve in that capacity. If parties mediated with the Institute, the 
mediator cannot be named as the arbitrator. Consistent with the Rules, the arbitrator shall issue a 
written opinion within a reasonable time.   Each party agrees to initially bear one half of the fees 
and costs of the neutral arbitrator. The issue of final responsibility for such costs will be an 
agreed issue for consideration or determination in the mediation or arbitration. The parties agree 
that they will endeavor to exchange information with each other and present the same at any 



08/2016 
 

mediation or if the matter proceeds to arbitration, pursuant to the Rules in the arbitration, with 
the intent to minimize costs and delays to the parties. They will seek to cooperate with one 
another and may request the mediator, case administrator, and/or arbitrator to direct and guide 
the preparation process so as to reasonably limit the amount of fact-finding, investigation, and 
discovery by the parties to that which is reasonably necessary for the parties to understand each 
other's issues and positions, and to prepare the matter for submission to the mediator and/or 
arbitrator to inform the mediator and/or arbitrator. In addition, the parties agree that in the event 
of arbitration, they will use a single arbitrator who is experienced in the relevant area of law and 
familiar with Biblical principles of resolving conflict. 

 
The parties agree that these methods shall be the sole remedy for any controversy or claim 
arising out of the parent/guardian and School relationship or the student and School relationship 
of this agreement and expressly waive their right to file a lawsuit against one another in any civil 
court for such disputes, except to enforce a legally binding arbitration decision or as otherwise 
permitted under state law. 

 
PARENTS’ GUIDE TO INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS 
The Athletic Department of ODCS seeks to form a team of coaches, parents, and school 
personnel that provides the best possible environment for your athlete to succeed and enjoy the 
total learning experience that athletic participation offers. In order to ensure this environment, 
some important suggestions and expectations have been highlighted below: 

 
Support, Cooperation, and Communication 

● Attend every contest, orientation, or informational meeting offered by the athletic 
department or coach that is feasible. Your attendance means the world to your athlete. 

● Attempt to be objective and avoid the pattern of seeing your athlete as the best player or 
faultless. All athletes, at some point, need correction, redirection, and occasional 
discipline. 

● Acknowledge the authority of the coach to determine strategy, player selection, and 
playing time of each player. Do not question the coach's judgment, character, actions, 
strategy, and overall philosophy in front of your athlete. 

● To question is not necessarily to criticize. It all depends on the frame of mind and the 
approach. It is important to be tactful and positive. 

● Confrontation is sometimes necessary and can be healthy, if the timing and method are 
appropriate. It is better to confront an issue in love than to let it go and build up into 
unnecessary harsh feelings. 

● Assure that your athlete is able to attend all scheduled practices and contests. 
● This will require self-sacrifice, but will greatly benefit your athlete in the long term. 
● Let your athlete know that you are supportive of his/her, no matter his/her personal or 

team performance. 
● Appreciate true sportsmanship and avoid belittling of players, coaches, or referees. Be 

welcoming and hospitable to spectators of opposing teams. 
● Build up, rather than put down other team members. Teamwork is all about taking on 

roles. 
● Be sensitive to those around you as you watch a contest. Being a parent of an outstanding 

athlete versus a parent of a player who plays less often equally holds its share of both joy 
and pain. 
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● Be flexible whenever possible. As carefully as planning is done, changes in time and 
schedules sometimes happen, even at the last minute. 

● Communication is essential, if your athlete must miss a practice or contest for family 
obligations that are unavoidable, let the coach know as soon as possible. 

● If you have a valid question or comment, verbalize it to the appropriate person (most 
often the coach) by choosing an appropriate time and do so in a positive, Christ-like 
manner. 

 
 
 

APPENDIX: REQUIRED FORMS 
 

1.  Complete OHSAA Physical Form* 
2.  OHSAA Authorization Form* 
3.  OHSAA Eligibility and Authorization Statement* 
4.  Ohio DOH Concussion Information Form* 
5.  ODCS Athletic Policy / Informed Consent / Information Release** 
7.   Complete and sign Cardiac Arrest Training Form 
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Open Door Christian Schools Athletic 
Department 

Athletic Agreement 
Form 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Athlete’s Name:  Grade:_   
 

 
 

Student-Athlete’s 
Agreement 
I have read the entire Open Door Christian School Athletic Handbook and agree to abide 
by its contents. I agree to support all policies in both spirit and practice in my 
relationships, participation, and attitude. 

 
I will do my best to uphold my responsibility as a student-athlete of Open Door 
Christian Schools, being faithful to pursue integrity and character that is consistent 
with the Christ- centered vision of the Open Door Christian Schools Athletic 
Department. 

 

 
 

Student-Athlete Signature:   
 

Date Signed:   
 
 
 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Agreement 
I/we have read the entire Open Door Christian Schools Athletic Handbook and support the 
enforcement of its rules and guidelines both in spirit and practice. I agree to support the 
athletic department and coaching staff in their decisions, as they are the delegated authority 
in my son/daughter’s athletic participation in Open Door Christian Schools athletics. I also 
understand that a fee of $125 will be charged for each sport my child participates in, which 
does not include any additional items deemed necessary by the coach in consultation with 
the Athletic Director. I also grant Open Door Christian Schools permission to use my 
child’s picture, image, and/or likeness without future notice from them. 

 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature:   

 
Relationship to the athlete:  Date Signed:   

 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature:   

 
Relationship to the athlete:  Date Signed:   
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Open Door Christian Schools Athletic Department 
Athletic Information Release Form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Athlete’s Name:_  Grade:_   
 

 
 

In order to recognize outstanding student-athletes for awards and scholarships, most 
schools/organizations request information including phone number, address, and GPA and 
ACT/SAT scores. To aid our coaches and the Athletic Department, we need to have your 
permission to release this information so that your child may be recognized for their 
accomplishments. Please sign the following release and return to the Athletic Office. 

 
 
 

Yes, I give permission to the Athletic Office OR coaches to release information to schools and 
organizations that are seeking to recognize my child. 

 

 
 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature:    
 

Date Signed:    
 

OR 
 

No, I do NOT give permission to the Athletic Office OR coaches to release information to schools and 
organizations that are seeking to recognize my child. 

 
 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature:    Date Signed:    ____________ 


