
LPHS STATE CHAMPIONS
Arthur Lee

1918-1919 State Pole Vault Champion
Myron “Goober” Kirsch

1920-1921 State Discus Champion

A general course student at LP, he also played 
basketball and football.
Senior Quote:
“He trudged along, unknowing what he sought,
And whistled as he went for want of thought.”

“An all-around good scout – good in studies, 
athletics, and social affairs. He’s been a legion 
member since a freshman and a stronghold in the 
red and green line, being the mighty tackle of the 
LP eleven. He is a good trackman, having been 
captain of last year’s track team. Although he’s the 
girls’ ideal – tall, slender, and handsome – yet we 
are glad to know that he does not allow social af-
fairs to hold a high place in his life. ‘Goober’ will surely succeed in his 
career whatever it may be.”
Kirsch was recognized as a great all-around athlete at LP. He was a 
star tackle on the football team and was named to the All Illinois 
Valley team “because of his hard and consistent playing.” He also was 
a standout basketball player, being chosen for the All Illinois Valley 
Team, All District Team, and State All Sectional Team.
He claimed the state discus championship his junior year with a throw 
of 110 feet, one inch. 
Aside from sports he was ranked second in his class for scholarship 
and was president of the junior class and the Students’ Council.

Allen Vohs
1920-1921 State Pole Vault Champion

Bob Hornecker
1937-1938 State High Jump Champion

Eldon Stegen
1939-1940 State 100-Yard Backstroke Champion

Richard Johns
1922-1923, 1923-1924 State Pole Vault Champion

Philip Valett
1952-1953 State 220-Yard Dash Champion

Logan Zeman
2013-2014 State High Jump Champion

Rachel Hickey
2015-2016 State 800m Champion

William “Bill” Hoar
1921-1922 State High Jump Champion (tie)

Richard Fitzke
1925-1926 State 50-Yard Dash Champion

Richard Koppen
1938-1939 State 100-Yard Backstroke Champion

Eric Siebert
1992-1993 State Wrestling (145 lbs) Champion

A college preparatory course student, Vohs 
was class president. Nicknamed “Chippy” and 
“Cheesy,” he was recognized as an all-around stu-
dent of the “school, athletes, and goodfellows…
He’s one of those lucky fellows who has time for 
studies, sports and good times, and he plays them 
all to the limit. Allen, being such a quiet, unas-
suming fellow, always gives people the wrong impression, under 
which they labor until they know him.”
Senior Quote:
“A quiet mind is richer than a crown”

The star high jumper, who claimed the state cham-
pionship his junior year, was co-captain of the 
1939 track squad. He was known during his senior 
year as “a versatile athlete who also throws the dis-
cus, shot put, and javelin. The high jump records at 
Bradford and Urbana fell before the mighty leaps 
of Bob, who set them at 6 feet, ¼ inch and 6 feet 3 
inches, respectively. In the district meet he set the 
mark at 6 feet, 3 ½ inch.” During his senior year he 
placed second at the state meet at Champaign with 
a jump of 6 feet, 3 inches.

The first Cavalier boy 
to win a state swim-
ming championship.

A Peru resident, aside from swimming he 
participated in the Ell Ess Pe staff, Press 
Club, Letterman’s Club, and Service Squad. 
He was known as being “friendly…lots of 
fun” with “big brown eyes.”Captain of the LP swim team, he also par-

ticipated in Student Council and Football. 
He broke all existing LP 100-yard backstroke 
records and set the record in the Danville 
pool. He won the state championship with a 
time of 1:05:5, but his best time for the season 
was 1:04, set in the LP pool. The Interscho-
lastic Swimming Coaches Association named 
him the outstanding backstroke swimmer of 
America.

His ambition was to compete in the 1944 Olympics. His hobbies 
included taxidermy and making decoys.

Co-captain of the swimming 
team, he completed his senior 
season with no individual 
defeats.  Nicknamed “Schmatz,” 
his ambition was to “play the 
sax as well as Charlie Barnet.” 
Aside from swimming, he 
participated in Band and Latin 
Club.

He claimed the state 2A championship after 
defeating Shane Davis of Chicago Marist at the 
end of a 46-0 season. He set the LP records for 
wins, team points, and pins. He qualified for 
state three times while at LP. He also set the state 
records for most consecutive pins (40) and all-
time career pins (117).
Aside from wrestling he played football.

Aside from track, he participated in Stu-
dent Council, Service Squad, and Radio 
club, and was Ell Ess Pe Sports Editor.

He claimed first in the state with a 
jump of 6 feet, 8 inches.
Earlier in the season he tied the LP 
high jump record of 6 feet, 9 inches, 
won the indoor state meet with a jump 
of 6 feet, 8 inches, and won the Class 
2A Mendota Sectional, jumping 6 feet, 
5 inches.
He also played football and basketball.

She claimed first in the state with a time of 
2:15.41.
She also competed on the 5th place 
4x400m relay team and qualified for the 
state cross country meet.

He was a general course student, who also played 
football and basketball. His athletic ability was 
clear as early as his freshman year in 1920. Dur-
ing his senior year he broke the Northwestern 
Indoor Pole Vault record with a vault of 11 feet, 

7 ¾ inches. He also was named to the All-Valley 
Football Team, an All-State Football Team honor-

able mention and on Second All-District Basketball 
Team.
Senior Quote:
“His name a great example stands to show.”

“‘Bill’ is always ready for a scrap and is usually in one. 
He is well known on the athletic field… He spends 
most of his time in pursuit of the fair sex. The remain-
ing seconds are devoted to study.”
His personal doctrine: “Why work?”

During his senior year, only those athletes who placed 
first or second in district meets were allowed to com-
pete in the state meet. He was the only Cavalier to place 
in the state tournament that year.

Ralph Schmoeger
1940-1941 State 50-Yard Freestyle Champion
1941-1942 State 50-Yard & 100-Yard Freestyle 

Champion

*Personal facts on athletes collected from old editions of Ell Ess Pe.

Nate Stubler
2016-2017 State Bowling Champion

Bowled  3,116 in the state tournament series to 
become the boys bowling state champion. In 
the process, his 1,642 point first-day six-game 
series set a state record. He also surpassed the 
previous state total pin record by 105 pins. 
Stubler’s performance also set new national 
high school bowling records with the highest 
4-game and 5-game series.
He placed fourth in state bowling the previous 
year.


