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1977 BOYS SOCCER TEAM 

     The 1977 North Olmsted boys   
soccer squad became a member of 
the elite of high school athletic teams 
— a state champion.  It was no easy 
route to make it to the state’s capital.  
After a long regular season that     
included an SWC championship, each 
postseason match became that much 
more demanding.  The boy’s playoffs 
consisted of early round victories 
against Cathedral Latin and John 
Marshall, with things getting tougher 
in District match-ups with Shaker 
Heights and Bay Village.  The Eagles 
would take care of business in their  
first regional game by defeating Men-
tor.   North Olmsted would advance 
to the state championship in  
Columbus after defeating the No. 1 
ranked team in the state, Copley High 
School.  The Eagles beat Copley 4-3  
at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea. 
In the State finals game, the Eagles 
thwarted Cincinnati Roger Bacon 2-0 
at Columbus’ Worthington High 
School.  
 
     North Olmsted Coach Tom Hatfield 
credits Copley High School and Roger 
Bacon High School with the best 
competition they would ever face.  
“They were the two strongest teams 
we played all year, without a doubt,” 
Hatfield said.  It would take an overall  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

team effort to be crowned as state champions.  The ’77 boys 
team became the first team in North Olmsted High School  
history to win a state title in any sport, finishing with a superb 
record of 19-1-1.  
      
     North Olmsted Hall of Fame Inductee, Coach Tom Hatfield, 
was instrumental and key when it comes to North Olmsted Soc-
cer, as he was appointed head coach when the varsity program 
was first created in 1972.  After winning a state championship 
five years later, Hatfield would be named Ohio High School Soc-
cer Coach of the Year.  This state title was so special to the com-
munity, the mayor of North Olmsted declared a soccer day for 
the whole city to show appreciation to the many talents of this 
team.   
 

     Making it to Columbus is what all high school athletes and 
coaches in Ohio dream of doing.  It climaxes a year of hard work, 
sweat, pain, dedication and success. 
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SHONDA SPAGNOLA-STANTON - 1991 

     Shonda Spagnola was a multi-talented three-
sport athlete during her time at North Olmsted 
High School.  Shonda was named captain of the 
women’s soccer, softball, and basketball teams 
during her years at NOHS.  In addition to being a 
team leader, Shonda earned numerous athletic 
and academic awards.  These special awards  
included earning eleven varsity letters, All-SWC 
honors in soccer, All-SWC honors in softball, and 
the SWC Scholar Athlete in Basketball.  While 
Shonda excelled at soccer and basketball, she was 
most recognized for what she did every spring on 
the softball diamond.  A four-year starter on the  
softball team, Shonda was a three-time captain 
and went on to lead the Eagles to two district  
championships. By the time 
her four years at North 
Olmsted were complete, 
Shonda was named to the 
Plain Dealer All Scholastic 
Team, All-Sun Softball Team, 
a member of the Softball  
District All Stars, was an  
All-District selection and was 
given an Ohio Award of Merit.  Shonda’s disci-
pline and dedication to both her high school ath-
letics and academics helped to prepare her for 
her future as a college softball head coach.  
 

     Shonda went on to have a remarkable career 
at the University of Carolina at Greensboro, 
where she received a degree in History.  As a  
four-year starter and three-year captain for the 
Spartans, Shonda was named to multiple all-
conference teams, won three conference champi-
onships, and was named to the Dean’s list all four  

years.  As a senior, Shonda was ranked 8th nationally for runs scored. 
 

     Shonda’s outstanding collegiate softball career allowed her to get 
into coaching at the college level.  While earn-
ing her Master’s of Education in Sports Science 
Degree at Ashland University, she was a gradu-
ate assistant for volleyball, girls’ basketball 
and softball, and assumed various responsibili-
ties in the athletic department.  As part of the 
softball coaching staff at Ashland, she lead the 
team to a conference championship and the 
entire coaching staff was chosen as the coach-
ing staff of the year in the GLIAC.  She lead an underachieving pro-
gram as the head coach at IUPUI for the 1998-99 season to the semi-
final game in the Mid-Continent Conference Tournament.  Shonda 
moved on to become a softball coach at Marshall and in 1999-2000 
season became the head coach.  As head coach, she holds the record 
for the most wins in Marshall softball history and was chosen as the 
MAC Coach of the Year twice.  She recorded her 500th career win in 
March 2015.  Shonda and the Marshall softball team have earned nu-
merous other accolades.  She also spent a couple of summers coach-
ing the professional softball club, Akron Racers.  
 

     Shonda is thankful for all the opportunities that were presented to 
her as a student-athlete at North Olmsted High School.  She describes 
her time at NOHS as having “way too many great memories to de-
scribe in a couple of sentences, but playing at The Ohio State Horse-
shoe Stadium in Columbus for the state soccer game and winning Dis-
trict titles in softball”, were at the top of her list, as well as all of the 
different coaches that influenced her. Shonda said, “I am thankful 
that my experience at NOHS provided the foundation to rise in my 
current career as a Head Coach and be able to live out what I value in 
life.” 
 

     Beginning her 18th year as head softball coach at Marshall Univer-
sity and 19th season overall, Shonda also serves on the Coaches 
Council.  Shonda currently resides in West Virginia with her husband 
Joe, and their three children Shayla, Gianna, and Josiah. 



BESSE LEICK - 1939  

     Besse Leick, a 
member of the 1939 
graduating class, is 
one of the most  
accomplished female 
athletes to come out 
of North Olmsted 
High School.  During 
her days as an Eagle, 
there were no  
organized female 
high school team sports at North Olmsted.  
The only competition women had in sports 
were to compete against their own  
classmates. Besse however, made the 
most of it participating in all types of 
sports, including basketball, softball, field 
hockey, and track, while specializing in 
softball and track and field. 
 

     After high school, Besse pursued a  
degree in accounting at Lake Erie College 
and Fenn College  (now known as  
Cleveland State University).  While at Lake 
Erie, Besse was a member of the track and 
field and tennis teams.  As a track athlete, 
Besse was an All-American national record 
holder in the hurdles and was regarded as 
one of the three best javelin throwers in 
the United States.  In addition to track and 
field and tennis, Besse also set a Lake Erie 
College record in the baseball throw.  
      

     After graduation, she pursued a career 
in accounting and was a credit manager 
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for Mau-Sherwood Supply Co. all the while training and competing 
with the hope of becoming an Olympian.  Besse’s most successful 
years of her athletic career came in the mid-1940s when she was a 
phenomenal Track and Field athlete.  In 1943, Besse would com-
pete at the National Outdoor Track and Field Championships and 
placed third in the Javelin throw.  In 1946, she would enhance her 
training and compete in three different championship meets 
across three different events.  That year, she placed third in the 
high jump at the Indoor National Track and Field Championships, 
fourth in the 50 yard hurdles, 4th in the high jump at the Indoor 
Junior Championships, and fourth in the high jump and javelin 
throw at the Outdoor National Championships.  Besse would reach 
the peak of her athletic career in 1948, where she made it to the 
Olympic Trials placing third in the javelin throw.  This third place 
finish qualified her 
for the U.S. Olympic 
Team in the 1948 
London Olympics.  
Unfortunately,  
Besse was one of 
12 women Olympic 
team members 
who did not receive 
travel funding from 
the U.S. Olympic  
committee, due to low post World War II financing, and she was 
unable to compete in the Olympics.  
 

     An extraordinary athlete, Besse had a passion for every sport 
she participated in, and was exceptional in everything she did.  
Even into her 60s, Besse was a golf champion at Roswell Golf 
Course in New Mexico.  Besse was active in sports her whole life 
until she was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis,  
commonly known as Lou Gehrig disease in 1986.  She passed away 
in 1993. 
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JOHN DUBROY - 1975 

     John DuBroy, a 1975 North Olmsted High 
School graduate, returned to his Alma  
Mater as a Career Based Intervention and 
physical education teacher in 1988 from 
Lake Catholic High School.  For the past 28 
years, in addition to teaching, he has been a 
North Olmsted High School and/or Middle 
School football and/or basketball coaching 
fixture.  As a coach, John proved his         
versatility by being able and willing to coach 
at whatever level the need was greatest.  
His demeanor as a 
coach has always been 
steadfast, respectful, 
and positive when   
dealing with the         
athletes on his teams.  
Included in those  
positions were head  
varsity boys basketball 
coach, interim varsity 
head football coach, varsity assistant foot-
ball coach,  assistant varsity boys basketball 
coach, head freshman basketball coach, 
head 8th grade boys basketball coach,  
varsity assistant girls basketball coach, head 
8th grade girls basketball coach and middle 
school track coach.  Talk to any football 
player who played freshman football under 
Coach DuBroy and they will tell you they 
learned a lot about football  from him and 
he was one of their favorite coaches.  His 
freshman football record of 70-54-5, speaks 
to his success as a coach within the fresh-
man football program.   

     As a student athlete at NOHS in the 1970’s, John excelled at    
multiple sports and was a tremendous leader on and off the field.  
John’s senior year he was named  captain of the football and        
basketball teams.  He earned six varsity letters across three sports, 
baseball being his third sport.  John was a two-year starter at     
quarterback on the football team and two-year 
starter at point guard on the basketball team.  
John’s  exceptional athleticism culminated in his 
being named to All-Conference teams in football 
and basketball his senior year.  As a senior bas-
ketball player, John was also named the basket-
ball team’s Most Valuable Player by leading the 
team in scoring and assists.  
 

     Following high school, John earned a football scholarship to Kent 
State.  John attended Kent for one season and transferred to        
Borromeo Seminary before finally ending up at John Carroll          
University.  John earned his degree from JCU and he also became a 
star on the gridiron the three years he was there.  He was a three-
year starter at quarterback for the Blue Streaks, and became a team 
captain and All-Conference student-athlete at the collegiate level.  
AT JCU, John is in the top ten in two  passing categories for quarter-
backs and in the top 15 in seven other passing categories.  He       
certainly embraced the ‘student-athlete’ title, making the Dean’s List 
all three years at John Carroll. 
 

     John retired from teaching at North Olmsted in 2016 but still 
coaches basketball at the high school level.  John mentioned that, “it 
has been an honor and privilege to teach and coach in the North 
Olmsted City Schools. I have been blessed with the opportunity to 
work with so many great young men and women over the years. My 
goal in coaching was to be a positive role model, establish a strong 
work ethic, and bring energy and passion to the game.”  After all the 
accomplishments received in high school and college, John’s most 
memorable moment is meeting his wife, Terry, who is also a JCU 
alumni and in the JCU Hall of Fame.  John and Terry have been hap-
pily married for 36 years, and are blessed with four children, whom 
are all married, and have blessed them with five grandchildren. 
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       MIKE WALSH - 1975 
 
     Mike laid down the foundation for 
what it meant to be a Walsh as a wrestler 
for the North Olmsted Eagles wrestling 
program.  An incredible wrestler, his first 
year of wrestling at North Olmsted, Mike 
dominated the 112 pound weight class as 
the SWC champion.  As a sophomore, he 
worked through the district and sectional 
tournament on his road to the state tour-
nament.  Wrestling in the state tourna-
ment, Mike took down every opponent 
at the tournament becoming the 112 
pound 1972-1973 state tournament 
champion.  His junior year brought      
another SWC championship as well as a 
state qualification.  His senior year, Mike   

moved up to the 126 pound weight class and again cruised to 
an SWC and sectional title.  He 
capped off his high school career 
as runner-up in 1975 at the state 
tournament in Columbus.  Mike 
would go on to have an even 
more successful college career 
where he attended  Michigan 
State.  Mike racked up all types 
of accolades, including a two-
time Big Ten runner-up, and 
helped his team finish third in 
the Big Ten. Throughout his ca-
reer as a Spartan, he would rank 
as high as fourth in the nation, 
qualify for the Olympic Trials, 
and be awarded with the Out-
standing MSU Wrestler Award at 
the end of his college career.  
 

     After graduation, Mike went 
on to become a physical  
education teacher in the  
Cleveland City School System and 
coached wrestling at North Olmsted, Rhodes and Fairview High 
Schools sharing his vast knowledge of the sport with  
other athletes aspiring to be champions in the sport. 
 

     Mike mentioned, that he truly enjoyed his time at North 
Olmsted High School as a student and as a wrestler.  He also 
credits Coach Peters with influencing him to become an    ex-
ceptional athlete. Mike, his wife Zayda, and their son Brian  
reside in Fairview Park.  
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WALT BALINSKI - 1965 

     Walt taught himself how to play golf on a set 
of Patty Burg clubs at the 
age of 10.  He would hand 
cut a field and set up three 
holes to practice on and 
earned money by            
collecting and selling golf 
balls on the courses in the 
area.  Walt began his high 
school years in Brecksville 
before moving to North Olmsted his junior 
year.  While in Brecksville, he lobbied for a golf 
team and they started one his sophomore year.  
His family moved to North Olmsted his junior 
year and in 1964, Walt lobbied to get a boys 
golf team as a varsity sport in North Olmsted 
too.  His diligence paid off because in 1965, 
Walt, along with three other teammates, J Ow-
ens, B Lees and L Zeager comprised the first 
varsity golf team at North Olmsted High School 
under the coaching leadership of Ray Wilson.  
The team itself had an impressive win-loss rec-
ord of 6 wins and 4 losses for their first year as 
a varsity sport with the team finishing 3rd in the 
conference.  Most of their matches were played 
at Creekwood Golf Course.  Walt, personally, 
went undefeated in match and medal play.  He 
took pride in earning a varsity letter in golf the 
first year a golfer could earn a letter in the 
sport.  After the regular season concluded, Walt 
continued his season that year winning the   
district match at Seneca Golf Course in a three-
hole Sudden Death playoff between a golfer 
from Berea and Elyria. This victory qualified him 
to compete at the state championship in       
Columbus.  This was a great accomplishment  

to have a first year varsity team send one of its team members to 
compete in the State tournament in Columbus.  In addition to Walt’s 
success on the golf course, he was also a member of the successful 
1964 basketball team playing with teammate and North Olmsted Hall 
of Fame inductee, Tom Flora. 
 

     After high school, Walt became a very industrious and savvy    
businessman.  He started in sales and went on to starting, running 
and selling his own businesses.  In 1971 Walt got into the beef  
industry starting All Star Beef and a few years later he sold it to his 
cousin.  In 1978 he started American Grease Service, which was a 
rendering business, where he pioneered a better way of collecting 
waste grease from fast food chains, diners, etc. To this day, this     
system is still in play all over the world.  In 1982 Walt moved to San 
Diego and started American Beef, sold that company and returned to 
Ohio to become part of a partnership who started By Products.  In 
1989, Walt sold his interest, moved to Pittsburgh and started W. L. 
Balinski.  Walt stayed in Pittsburgh until 1996 when he moved to Las 
Vegas to work for Great Buns servicing the  
casinos and restaurants until he retired. 
 

     Though his career path took him away from 
pursuing a career in the golf industry, loving 
the sport as he did, he still played as often as 
four times a week at various courses and  
country clubs wherever he lived.  Walt was the 
1973 Cleveland Press Hole in One Champion.  
He has also been credited with an incredible 
six-career hole in ones.  In addition, Walt played in and was the  
director of the Michelob Ultra Golf Tour in Las Vegas for 3 years.   
 

     Walt says his favorite memory at North Olmsted was being a part 
of the inaugural year on the golf team. Walt credits Coach Ray      
Wilson with being the most influential person for him in the world of 
golf.  The message he would like to share with young athletes of    
today is simply, “Play to win.” 
 

Walt is currently enjoying retirement with his family and his six 
grandchildren along with the sport he loves, golf. 
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 BILLY WALSH - 1977 
     Billy Walsh was phenomenal on the  
wrestling mats at North Olmsted High School.  
Billy graduated from North Olmsted High 
School as a three-time SWC champion,  
three-time sectional champion, three-time 
district winner, and a three-time state  
qualifier.  As a sophomore in 1975, Billy 
capped off an impressive first-year campaign 
as an Eagle wrestler by going down to Colum-
bus and placing fifth at the state tournament.  
In 1976 as a junior, Billy compiled a record of 
25-2 and made it back to the state tourna-
ment in Columbus.  Billy caped off his great 
season with a 6-3 victory over Jeff Woo of 
Eastlake North earning him his first state 
championship title at 119 pounds.  As a senior, 
Bill moved up to 132 and he looked to solidify 
his spectacular career as an Eagle.  In the state 
championship title round, Billy defeated Gallo-
way Westland’s Jim Edwards 8-5, the reigning 
126 pound state champion, for the 132 pound  

  

title.   Following graduation from 
North Olmsted High School, Billy 
would continue his stellar          
wrestling career at Cleveland 
State University.  As a Viking   
wrestler, Billy was at one time 
seeded as high as number two in 
the nation.  In addition, Billy was 
a two-time team league champi-
on and two-time individual quali-
fier for the NCAA wrestling           
championships.   
 
     Billy really enjoyed his tenure 
at North Olmsted, stating that 
“meets were always sold out, we 
would get to the meet an hour 
before the match and the gym 
was already full!  Our team was always like a family.”  When 
asked who the most influential coach was during his wrestling 
career, Tom Peters is the first coach to come to mind.  Billy said 
of Peters, “Tom was a great coach, and an even better guy!” 
 
     In his early years after graduating from college, Billy would 
volunteer a week here and there at North Olmsted and  
Cleveland State University.  He is currently a real estate investor 
and works part-time in the North Olmsted City School District.   
He resides in Strongsville with his wife, Cheryl.  
 
 
       

                                                
       

 


