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PAST RECIPIENTS 

2015 Inductees 

Debbie Arps, Athlete   

Daniel G. Benson, Coach 

Dan Benson, Athlete   

Becky Cera, Athlete 

Tim Foulks, Athlete   

Tom Janssen, Coach & Athletic Director 

Jeff Marohl, Athlete   

Daniel Relich, Athlete 

Art Sanders, Athlete   

John Thomsen, Coach & Athletic Director 

Jill Weidenbaum/Schindhelm, Athlete 

Karen Weis, Athlete   

Bob White, Coach 

 

2016 Inductees 
Mary Donohoo, Athlete   

Dr. Michael Dussault, Athlete 

Rick Geracie, Coach   

Courtney Groff, Athlete 

John Ryan, Athlete   

Suellyn Schellpeper-Rohrer, Athlete & Coach 

David Scherer, Coach   

Robert Sells, Athlete 

Steve Sperl, Athlete 

Ceremony Agenda 

Welcome & Master of Ceremonies 

Mr. Jeff Gabrielsen, Athletic Director 

State of Wauwatosa West  

Frank Calarco, Principal & Class of 1983  

Induction Ceremony 

Greg Carlson, Athlete 

Heather Cera, Athlete 

Robin Grindrod, Athlete 

Russ Kornman, Athlete 

Betsy Ptacek, Coach & Teacher 

Robert Smith, Athlete 

Luncheon 

Plaque Unveiling 

Introductions  

Prior to West vs East Baseball Game 

Social Gathering 

 

 



GREG CARLSON 

CLASS OF 1966 

 Greg entered Wauwatosa West in the fall of 1964 as a junior.    
During his 2 years, he participated in football, wrestling, track and baseball 
earning 8 letters. Athletic highlights from his senior year: winning the   
Suburban Conference football championship and setting the school record 
in the 180 yard low hurdles. In the fall of 1963Greg was voted Homecoming 
King. 
 After graduation, Greg attended the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh earning letters in football (4) and track (3). UW-Oshkosh won the 
conference football championship in 1968. Greg was named captain of the 
1969 football team.  
 After earning his Master’s degree from the University of 
Oklahoma, Greg was named head football and track coach at Metairie Park 
Country Day in Louisiana. His five year record was 32-14-2 and earned the 
school’s first-ever play-off appearance. In 1977 Greg headed to the 
University of Evansville-Indiana as the defensive coordinator for the 
football program and head track coach. In 1979 Greg was named 
Conference Track & Field Coach of the Year. 
 In 1980 Greg moved to Wabash College in Indiana. He served as 
defensive coordinator for 3 years and named head football coach in 1983. 
After 18 years, Greg compiled a record of 112-57-2 (second most wins in 
program history). He lead the team to 4 conference championships in 
football (1991/92/94/98) and named Conference Coach of the Year 3 times. 
During his tenure at Wabash Greg was awarded by the State of Indiana the 
“Sagamore of the Wabash” and inducted into Wabash College Athletic Hall 
of Fame. 
 After a stint at Division I Ball State University in Muncie, IN, Greg 
then moved to CA to coach the defensive line/linebackers for the Arena I 
league Los Angeles Avengers. 
 In 2007 Greg was afforded the opportunity to start a collegiate 
football program at The College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, MN. The 
College fielded their first-ever football team in 2008. In the 4th year of the 
program, Greg guided the Saints to an undefeated regular season record 
(10-0), winning the Conference championship. The Saints earned a D3 
National Playoffs bid and 3 consecutive conference championships. The 
football team lost 1 conference game from 2011-2013. Greg retired in 
February 2014. 
 As a head football coach Greg won 156 collegiate games and 32 
high school games--a total of 188 games. 
 Greg married 1966 WW graduate Laura (Helwig). They have two 
children, Meghan and Matthew. 

ROBERT SMITH 

CLASS OF 1966 

 At Tosa West, Bob earned 8 varsity letters in 3 sports: football, 
wrestling and baseball. He was named to the 1965 Sentinel and Journal All 
Suburban Conference football team and the AP All State football team.  
 In baseball, Bob earned 4 letters as catcher and 1st baseman. In 1966 
the team won the Suburban Championship and won the State Connie Mack 
Baseball Championship. The team went on to play in the National 
Championship. 
 Off the field Bob was elected Senior Class President and Student 
Council VP, a member of the TAC 3 years (VP Senior Year), a member of the 
concert and pep bands, and Tosa Police Chief during Student Government 
Day. 
 After receiving numerous Division 1 athletic scholarships including 
an appointment to the Air Force Academy, Bob chose Iowa State. After 
earning his degree in education, Bob later went on to receive an MBA. 
 In the early ‘70s, Bob was GM of Madison East Towne Mall, 
Brookfield Square and Southlake Mall, Indiana. He held VP, SVP, COO and 
EVP positions with various real estate development companies and received 
numerous MAXI awards in development, leasing and marketing. He was a 
frequent speaker at ICSC functions and an instructor at the University of 
Shopping Centers. He earned the industry’s highest professional 
designations: Senior Shopping Center Manager and Senior Marketing 
Director.  
 On the community front he was a Rotary officer and member for 25 
years, a founding member of the Big Brothers/Big Sisters-Oshkosh, VP of 
the Boys and Girls Club of Oshkosh, President of the Oshkosh Symphony, 
President of the Oshkosh Commercial Development Corp, VP Oshkosh 
Chamber, Boys Scout Member-at-Large, President of the Wauwatosa 
Economic Development Council and VP of the Tosa Chamber. 
 Bob’s family has always been foremost in his heart. His parents, 
Betty and Bob, and siblings, Scott, Lynne and Jeff always gave him 
encouragement to set higher goals. His wife, Mary Thompson Smith, ‘68 TW 
graduate, has been his “rock” in life and best friend. After 47 years of 
marriage, three wonderful children, Tracey, Michael and Douglas and four 
grandchildren, Victoria, Owen, Hayley and Christian all other 
accomplishments pale in comparison. 
 “These accomplishments and many others would not have been 
possible without the outstanding ethical, religious and educational 
foundation I gained from my family, the people of the City of Wauwatosa 
and Wauwatosa West. Thank you my family, friends, teachers and coaches.” 
 
 



BETSY PTACEK 

COACH and TEACHER 

 Betsy started coaching when girl’s athletics was in its 

infancy. The athletes she coached set high standards as pioneers 

of Interscholastic Athletics at Wauwatosa West.  

 Betsy was an assistant coach in track and field from 1971-

1983. Under her coaching tutelage, several individuals went to 

State in high jump, distance running, and relays. Betsy was an 

assistant volleyball coach in 1971 and 1972 and head coach until 

1989. In 1977 her team won regionals and placed second at 

sectionals. The team’s season record was 10-3.  Betsy also 

coached basketball from 1971-1990. Her teams placed in the top 

ten of the conference from 1972-1978. The 1975 team tied with 

South Milwaukee for the Suburban Conference Championship 

with a 9-1 conference record.  The team beat South Milwaukee in 

double overtime 47-43. The next two years her basketball teams 

went 10-5 and 11-3. 

 To all of my players: “Way to be.” 

 In 1994, Betsy moved to Peoria, Illinois. Since moving to 

Peoria, she worked for Barnes and Noble Medical Division for 5 

years. In the past 18 years, Betsy has owned and operated her 

own painting business, “Inside and Out Painting.” She is now 

semi-retired and enjoys playing golf, traveling, and taking trips 

to her hometown Green Lake, WI to enjoy the serenity of the lake 

and its surrounding countryside.  

HEATHER CERA 

CLASS OF 1990 

 Heather was a three-sport athlete who earned eight 

varsity letters in volleyball, basketball and track. Heather 

achieved a 4-year varsity award in track, being named most 

improved freshman on varsity and MVP her junior and senior 

year. She qualified for the state track meet seven times in three 

years. She had two ninth place finishes her sophomore year in 

the hurdles. She also placed seventh three times in the 100M 

High Hurdles and the 1600M relay and achieved second and 

third place in the 300M low hurdles. She was named an all-

conference athlete and graduated holding seven school track 

records, while currently still holding the record in the high and 

low hurdles. In volleyball, Heather was MVP of her freshman 

team. During her senior year, she was named captain and earned 

MVP on varsity. In basketball, she earned a Leadership Award 

while being a team captain. 

 Heather was named Outstanding Senior Athlete of her 

senior class and went on to run track on scholarship at UW-

Madison her freshman year. She graduated with a Kinesiology 

degree from UW-Milwaukee in 1994 and a nursing degree from 

Columbia College of Nursing in 2009. She now works as a 

Cardiac Rehab nurse for Ascension Healthcare. She is married to 

a 1984 Wauwatosa West graduate, Tony Cera and has two 

daughters. 



ROBIN GRINDROD 

CLASS OF 1978 

 Robin began her athletic career at the age of 14. As a 

freshman attending Whitman Junior High School she would walk 

over to Wauwatosa West to participate in three sports: volleyball, 

basketball, and track. After trying out for all three sports, Robin 

made the varsity team in each sport earning her 12 varsity letters 

by the time she graduated. She was captain of the volleyball, 

basketball, and track teams, and led them to numerous regional 

and sectional championships. Robin led the 1975 basketball team 

to a conference championship and received awards for leading 

scorer and most valuable player. She also competed in the state 

track meet in 1976, 1977, and 1978. While at state, Robin placed 

9th in the 200 meter hurdles. During her senior year, Robin was 

awarded the most valuable player for basketball and volleyball as 

well as outstanding senior athlete. She was also presented the 

UNICO Award recognizing her as Wisconsin's Female Athlete of 

the Year.  

 After graduation, Robin attended Carroll College where 

she received a full scholarship and continued participating in 

sports. She was named to the Wisconsin Women's Intercollegiate 

Conference Team in 1981 and 1982 in both volleyball and 

basketball. Her journey did not stop there; Robin was the state 

racquetball champion for many years as well as being a part of 

the third place national softball team. Robin majored in physical 

education and has been a Milwaukee Public school teacher for 30 

years. 

RUSS KORNMAN 

CLASS OF 1972 

 Russ Kornman was a two-sport athlete who earned six letters 
in football and track. In his senior year, he was captain of the football 
team and co-captain of the track team. In addition, he was named the 
most valuable athlete of both sports and the outstanding senior athlete. 
 In his junior year football season, he was unanimous choice all 
conference offense and all conference defense. In addition, he was first 
team all-state offensive back and second team all-state defensive back. 
Russ led the Suburban Conference in rushing, 1056 yards on 164 
carries, and scoring 14 touchdowns. He set the following school 
records: 265 rushing yards in one game, longest run from scrimmage-91 
yards, longest punt return-98 yards, most interceptions in a season-4, 
and most yards total offense. 
 In his junior year track, Russ won the Suburban Conference 
Indoor championships in the 65-yard dash, and anchored the 6-lap 
relay that tied the Suburban Conference record. In the Suburban Relays, 
he anchored the 880-yard relay that won and set the conference record 
and finished second at the state meet. Plus, he finished fifth in the 220-
yard dash at state. 
 In his senior year football season, Russ was unanimous choice 
All-Suburban Conference offensive and defensive player. In addition, 
he was first team all-state offensive back. Russ was the first player in 
conference history to gain more than 3000 yards in a career, finishing 
with 3145 rushing yards in 404 carries. He was the conference leader in 
rushing, 1310 yards in 130 carries, and scoring with 20 touchdowns and 
130 total points. Once again he set school records: single season rushing
-1310 yards in 130 carries, most interceptions in a season-7, and longest 
kick-off return-92 yards. 
 In his senior year track, he won the Suburban Conference 
Indoor 65-yard dash with a conference record of 6.8 seconds. He won 
the Suburban Conference Championship in the 100 and 220-yard dash. 
He finished third in the 100-yard dash in the state meet. 
 Russ Kornman attended the University of Notre Dame on an 
athletic scholarship. Russ earned two letters in football and was a 
member of the undefeated National Championship team of 1973. 
 Russ Kornman attributes his success in his athletic endeavors at 
Wauwatosa West to the collaborative effort between the players and 
coaches. Dave Sutton, Dan Benson, and Tom Janssen were outstanding 
coaches who championed the efforts of their players and teams. 


