
Donations and Fees 



A Free Public School System 

 

"A pupil enrolled in a school shall not be required to pay 
any fee, deposit, or other charge not specifically 
authorized by law."  



Ed Code / Assembly Bill 

 

The California Education Code (EC), as amended by 
Assembly Bill (AB) 1575 in 2012, provides that a pupil 
enrolled in a public school shall not be required to pay a 
pupil fee for participation in an educational activity. 



Definitions 

“Educational Activity” is defined an activity offered by a 
school that includes curricular and extracurricular 
activities. 

“Pupil Fee” is defined as a fee, deposit or charge imposed 
on pupils, parents or guardians. 



Types of Fees 

1. A fee charged to a pupil as a condition for registering for 
school or classes, or as a condition for participation in a class or 
an extracurricular activity, regardless of whether the class or 
activity is elective or compulsory, or is for credit.  

2. A security deposit, or other payment, that a pupil is required 
to make to obtain a lock, locker, book, class apparatus, musical 
instrument, uniform, or other materials or equipment.  

3. A purchase that a pupil is required to make to obtain 
materials, supplies, equipment, or uniforms associated with an 
educational activity. 



Donations 

“Schools can solicit voluntary donations of funds or 
property, and voluntary participation in fundraising 
activities.” 



When is a Fee not a Fee? 

Reimbursement for cost of materials that the pupil has 
fabricated to take home for their possession or use. 
Woodshop, art or even sowing projects kept by the pupil. 

Charges for safety equipment, for the pupil to keep, so 
long as the school provides them free to use during the 
course or activity. 



Transportation Fees 

Fees for transportation to and from school, and 
transportation between school and events are okay when: 

 It does not exceed the CA cost per pupil. 

 There is a waiver based on financial need. 

 So long as the pupil does not already have 
transportation services based on their IEP. 



Other Fees 

 Food: Charges for food served to pupils, subject to reduced 
price meal program eligibility. 

 Lost or Damaged Property: Payment for the replacement 
supplies or property loaned to a pupil that the pupil fails to 
return, is defaced or damaged, not to exceed $10,000. 

 Field Trips: Fees for field trips and excursions in connection 
with classes or school-related social, educational, cultural, 
athletic, or school band activities so long as no pupil is 
prevented from making the field trip or excursion because of 
lack of sufficient funds. Insurance and deposits for foreign 
travel are permissible. 



Athletic Team Insurance / Camps 

Charges for required medical and accident insurance for 
athletic team members that are not paid by school district 
or student body funds, so long as there is a waiver for 
financial hardship.  

Fees for camp programs, so long as no pupil is denied the 
opportunity to participate because of non-payment of the 
fee.  



Fees not Allowed 

 Deposit for reimbursement.  

 Admission Fee for activity that is part of the educational 
program. 

 Tuition Fee as enrollment in any class, or examination 
fee if part of the class. 

 Membership Fee into any organization, athletic or 
extracurricular school activities. 
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