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Teams of affi liated CIF member schools must be coached by staff members certifi ed in their own State (for certain schools outside 
California).
<>510.  UNDUE INFLUENCE, PRE-ENROLLMENT CONTACT, FAILURE TO DISCLOSE PRE-ENROLLMENT CONTACT           
AND ATHLETICALLY MOTIVATED TRANSFERS

  A. The use of undue infl uence by any person(s) to secure or retain a student or their parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver  
 as residents may cause the student to be ineligible for high school athletics for a period of one year and shall  
 jeopardize the standing of the high school in the CIF.

  Undue infl uence is any act, gesture or communication (including accepting material or fi nancial inducement to  
 attend a CIF-member school for the purpose of engaging in CIF competition regardless of the source) which is  
 performed personally, or through another, which may be objectively seen as an inducement, or part of a process  
 of inducing a student, or his or her parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver, by or on behalf of, a member school, to enroll  
 in, transfer to, or remain in, a particular school for athletic purposes.

 B. A student shall become ineligible for CIF competiiton and shall be penalized according to Bylaw 212 for accepting  
 material or fi nancial inducement to attend a CIF member school for the purpose of engagingin CIF competition,  
 regardless of the source.

 C. Pre-enrollment contact or an athletically motivated transfer may be considered prima facie evidence (“suffi cient  
evidence”) that the student enrolled in that school in whole or in part for athletic reasons See Bylaw 200 and  206.C.) 
and cause the student to be ineligible for participation in those sports in which the student  participated at the former 
school. Athletically motivated pre-enrollment contact of any kind by anyone from, or associated* with, a school or its 
athletic programs to which a student may transfer or move into the attendance area is not permitted. When a prima 
facie case (“suffi cient evidence”) of undue infl uence/recruiting exists, the student shall be ineligible to represent the 
new school in interscholastic athletic competition for a period of one calendar year from the date of the student’s 
enrollment in the new school in all sports in which the student participated at any school in the last twelve months 
and/or the sport with which the coach referenced herein is associated, unless suffi cient proof is presented to the 
satisfaction of the Section Commissioner that rebuts or disproves the evidence of undue infl uence/recruiting for 
athletic reasons.

 D. Pre-Enrollment Contact

  Pre-enrollment contact may include, but is not limited to: any communication of any kind, directly or indirectly. with 
the student. parents(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver, relatives or friends of the student about the athletic programs at a 
school; orientation/information programs, shadowing programs; attendance at outsideathletic or similar events by 
anyone associated*with the school to observe the student; participation by the student in programs supervised by 
the school or its associates before enrollment in the school. 

 (1) Requirement to Disclose Pre-Enrollment Contact
  All Transfer students shall submit a completed CIF Pre-Enrollment Contract Affi davit (CIF Form 510) with 

appropriate transfe application(s) as required by their respective Section under Bylaw 207. Any and all 
pre-enrollment contact of any kind whatsoever that a student or anyone associated with the student, has 
had with a person associated with the new school must be disclosed by the student, parent(s)/guardian(s)/
caregiver and the new school to the Section offi ce on a complete CIF Pre-Enrollment Contact Affi davit (CIF 
Form 510). NOTE: CIF Form 510 is available through the local Section offi ce.

 (2) Defi nition of being “Associated” with a school:
  *Persons “associated”with a school include, but are not limited to: current or former coaches, current or 

former athletes, parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver of current or former student/athletes, booster bluv memebers, 
alumni, spouses or relatives of coaches, teacher and other employees, coaches who become employed, 
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active applicants for coaching positions, and persome who are employed by companies or organizations 
that have donated athletic supplies, equipment or apparel to that school. 

 E.  Athletically Motivated Transfers
  The CIF, as the governing body of high school athletics, affi rms that athletic competition is an important part of the 

high school experience and that participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege. The privilege of participation in 
interscholastic athletics is available to students in public or private schools who mee the democratically established 
standards of qualifi cation as set forth by the CIF Federated Council. As stated in CIF Bylaw 200.A.A(6) the CIF Bylaws 
shall serve as a deterrent to students who transfer or change schools for athletic reasons and to individuals who 
attempt to recruit (unduly infl uence) student-athletes or their parents to enroll in a school because of athletics.

  As stated in CIF Bylaw 200.A(2) the CIF Bylaws reinforce the principle that students attend school to receive and 
education fi rst: athletic participation is secondary.  CIF Bylaws provide for individual Section Offi ces to limit eligibility 
for a student when there is evidence the transfer, or move is made to acquire athletic participation at their new school 
(School B). 

  Students may be determined by their respective CIF/SEction Offi ce or the CIF to have made an athletically motivated 
transfer or change in schools if one or more of the following circumstances are determined to have contributed in 
any way to the tranfer or change in schools.

 (1) Evidence of parental or student dissatisfaction with a coach or a coaching decision at the former school. 
Evidence of this may include, but is not limited to:

 a.  The student or the parents/guardians/caregivers have had a verbal disagreement that is documented, 
with any member of the former school’s coaching staff, anyone associated with the athletic 
department ir any School Administrator in the 12 months prior to the student’s change in schools 
regarding the team or any aspect of the team, including but not limited to any aspect of practice, 
schedules, off season conditioning, club participation, playing time, family confl icts with team 
activity schedules, coaching decisions about any aspect of the team strategies, player selection, 
playing time, organizational issues, communication issues: AND/OR

 b. The student or the student’s parents/guardians/caregivers have had a written exchange of any kind 
(Including, but not limited to: email, regular postal mail, written, hand-delivered statements etc.) 
with the coach or any school administrator in the 12 calendar months prior to the student’s change 
in schools regarding the team or any aspect of the team, including but not limited to any aspect 
of practice, schedulesm offseason conditioning, club participation, playing time, family confl icts 
with team activity schedules, coaching decisions about any aspect of the team strategies, player 
selection, playing time, organizational issues, comminication issues: AND/OR

 (2) Transferring to a School after Participating on a Non-School Athletic Team, Camp or Clinic Associated with 
the School

  The student transfers from his or her current school of attendance, with or without a corresponding change 
of residence, to any high school where the student participates or participated, during the 24 months 
immediately prior to the transfer, on a non-school athletic team, (i.e. AAU, American Legion, club team, 
etc.). camp or clinic that is associated* with (See defi nition in C.(2).) the new school in the sports previously 
participated in.  A Team associated with a school is one that is organized by and/ or coached by any member 
of the coaching staff at, or any other person associated* with (See defi nition in C.(2).), that school; and or , 
on which the majority of the members of the team (Participants in practice and/ or competition are students 
who attend that school. AND/OR

 (3) Transferring to a School Where a Former High School Coach has Relocated
  The student at any grade level transer to a new school within one calendar year of the relocation of his/her 

school or club coach to the student’s new school of enrollment with or without a corresponding change in 
residence; AND/OR

 (4) Other factors that may be considered in support of evidence of athletic motivation:

 a. Evidence the student’s transfer or change of schools would result in the assurance the student 
would gain varsity participation at the new school or result in more playing time: AND/OR

 b. Evidence the student’s transfer or change of schools is believed (objectively or subjectively) to be 
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more competitive or athletically “visible;” AND/OR

 c. Evidence the student’s transfer or change of schools is because of the student’s previous association 
with an outside agency that uses the facilities or personnel of the student’s new school (School 
B); AND/OR

 d. The student or the student’s parents/guardians/caregivers are quoted in published material, including 
but not limited to blogs, tweets, social media sites, sports media sites, chat rooms, newspapers, 
magazines, etc., stating that they are changing schools because of better athletic opportunities 
at the new school or criticizing the former school’s athletic program when discussing the reasons 
for the transfer; AND/OR

 e. Evidence that multiple students have transferred or changed schools to participate in a particular 
sports program at one school.

 (Revised February 2013 Federated Council)

 510.1 This rule applies equally to any actions by any person or persons to enroll a student who is a graduate of the eighth or ninth 
grade of a junior high school in any member high school other than the public high school in the attendance area in which the 
student’s parents or legal guardian reside.

 510.2 The objective of the recruiting rule is to assure that the student athlete is making a free and unpressured choice of his or her 
high school.  It would therefore even preclude any effort on the part of a friend or representative of the public high school in 
the attendance area in which the student’s parents reside, from attempting to secure the student’s enrollment at that school.

QUESTION: What are the guidelines for advertising your school and its programs?
 
ANSWER: If a school chooses to publicly advertise their offerings, advertisements (i.e.: TV, newspaper, billboard etc.) should emphasize 

a total school environment (academics, student life, co-curricular activities). Advertisements should not have their primary 
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emphasis on athletic programs.
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QUESTION: Is it within the rules for the parents of an eighth grade student who is interested in attending a private school to contact the 
principal of that school to learn about the course of study, tuition charges, transportation and other school matters?

ANSWER: Such a contact initiated by a parent would not be in violation of existing rules.

QUESTION: Is it legal for a member of a private or public school’s booster club to initiate contact with the parents of an eighth grade student 
for the purpose of informing them about the school?

ANSWER: A student’s interscholastic athletic eligibility would be jeopardized by such action on the part of a booster club member.

QUESTION: A member of a booster club of a private school is contacted by the parents of an eighth grade student who is interested in 
information pertaining to the scholastic and athletic program at the private school.  What may a booster club member do in 
response to such a request?

ANSWER: The booster club member should advise the parent to contact the principal of the high school for information pertaining to the 
school.

QUESTION: Student “A” will graduate from the eighth grade in two weeks.  Would it be a violation of the rule if the student was personally 
contacted by a private or public high school coach to play on a summer league basketball team?

ANSWER: Such action by a public or private high school coach in personally contacting an eighth grade student to participate on a summer 
league basketball team would be in violation of the recruiting rule.  However, if an eighth grade student contacts a senior high 
school coach to secure information pertaining to a summer league team, there would be no violation of our recruiting rule.

QUESTION: What contact may a coach have with a parent contemplating enrolling children at his or her high school?

ANSWER: The coach should refer ALL parent contact with reference to the high school athletic program and enrollment to the appropriate 
school administrator.  Prior to enrollment, all parent contact must be handled by school administration, not members of the 
coaching staff.

QUESTION: Are schools or anyone acting on a school’s behalf allowed to make direct or indirect contact with any students who are not 
currently attending said school (i.e. elementary, middle, and/or high school students) regarding their athletic programs (this 
includes high school camps, high school summer programs, etc.)?

ANSWER: No.  Schools may not directly or indirectly contact elementary, middle, and/or high schools students that are not currently 
registered in grades 9-12 at their school.  Examples of direct/indirect contact may include but are not limited to mail, email, 
phone calls, social networking, etc.

QUESTION: May eighth graders participate in Spring practice or tryouts?

ANSWER: No.  Only students currently enrolled and attending a member school (grades 9-12) may participate in spring practice/tryouts.  
Eighth graders do not become ninth graders until after they have graduated.

QUESTION: What may representatives of a senior high school do as far as contact with junior high school students is concerned?

ANSWER: Because a graduate of a junior high school may enter any high school in California and be residentially eligible  in accordance 
with CIF Southern Section rules, contact by senior high school representatives is regulated.  Individual coaches cannot visit 
or initiate contact with junior high school students, but it would be permissible for the vice-principal or athletic director (not the 
coach) of a senior high school to visit the junior high school campus for the purpose of informing students of the total athletic 
program at the senior high school.

  However, it is legal on school day for a high school coach to be part of a total open house and/or school orientation (academics, 
activities and athletics, but not athletics by itself) where a student is part of a general gathering of students on the high school 
campus and such activity has the approval of the high school and junior high or elementary school principal.

  This would also include a clinic, open to the entire community, provided approval of the respective schools is received.  Outside 
the school day, it is legal for a high school coach to coach such students, for a recreational or semi-recreational organization 
such as AAU, YMCA, Church, City Recreation or similar organizations.  Schools are reminded of the following items, however:
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  (A) This interpretation in no way preempts Article 2 of the Bylaws which would prohibit a youngster from practicing on 
the high school team.

  (B) Bylaw 1904 precludes football practice for elementary and junior high school students with the high school coach.  
Therefore, in the sport of football, should a clinic, open house or orientation be conducted, it should not resemble  a 
football practice.

  (C) This interpretation in no way preempts Bylaw 510 of the Bylaws (Recruiting Prohibited) and special care should be 
taken by principals to so advise their coaches.

  (D) Because of the signifi cant differences between districts and their organizational structure and 
promotional pattern;  for example, students from one junior high school may be going to three 
different high schools in one district, while in another district all the junior high school students 
go to the same high school, principals may wish to coordinate their efforts closely with their 
district offi ce.

  (E) Bylaw 133 (Duties of Leagues) of the CIF Southern Section Bylaws provides:  “Leagues shall not 
make any rules contrary to the rules of the CIF Southern Section, but may make a regulation 
requiring higher standards than those set by the CIF Southern Section.”

   With this background, leagues are reminded that if they feel they may need such higher standards 
within their own league because of their circumstances, they may do so.

  (F) Finally, principals should work closely with their league representative in all such matters as he/
she is charged, under Bylaws 120-125 of the CIF Southern Section Bylaws, with such a task.

QUESTION: Would it be acceptable for schools to invite athletes from their feeder schools to attend athletic contests?

ANSWER: NO!  It is not permissible for member schools, booster club representatives, coaches or other agents or 
school personnel to invite potential student-athletes to attend contests or practices.  It would be acceptable 
for the Principal to invite the entire student body of a feeder school to an individual athletic contest.  The 
invitation must be open to every student of the feeder school.

  NOTE:  The foregoing examples are intended to be just that, and in no manner are intended to constitute 
an exclusive list.  If questions arise as to propriety of intended activities, it is advisable to secure an 
advance opinion from the Offi ce of the Commissioner.

QUESTION: What are the guidelines for sport camps?

ANSWER: High schools may sponsor sport camps and/or allow non-school sponsored sport camps to use their 
facilities.

 * High school students and individuals from the general community can attend.

 * The high school name, nickname and identifying marks can be used in the title and/or promotion 
of the camp.

 * The principal of the high school  must give permission for the camp to take place; non-school 
sponsored camps must secure a facility permit for use of any facilities and equipment.

 * The camp must comply with all CIF rules, including those pertaining to undue infl uence and 
dead period.

 * Non-school sponsored camps should provide required liability insurance for the use of any school facilities.

QUESTION: Who may participate in high school summer athletic programs approved by the principal?

  

  

  




