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We hope you are winding down a successful conclusion to the 2014-2015 school year.  To assist you in 
preparing for the 2015-2016 school year, and in accordance with changes which were approved by the 
membership in May, the OHSAA has updated its eligibility resource center guidance and forms.  Those 
forms and the guidance for their use are located at this link http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/default.asp  
 
Please note these sections on the eligibility page which are designed to assist you in seeking guidance on 
all aspects of eligibility including: 1) Residency issues including eligibility rulings for students whose 
parents do not live in Ohio and can meet a residency exception (Bylaw 4-6-3); 2) Recruiting; 3) Amateur 
Status: 4) Scholarship issues including how to prepare requests for an exception to either Bylaw 4-4-1 or 
4-4-5; 5) Age and Semester Waivers; 6) International Students;  7) Enrollment and Attendance and 8) 
Transfer.  We are also retaining the guidance that was developed last year to address the state legislative 
mandates relative to the non-enrolled student including home-educated students, and students who attend 
non-public schools, community schools and STEM schools which do not offer a sports program.  
 
  
 
Under the Transfer Guidance please pay special attention to exception one (parents’ bona fide change of 
legal residence) and the Affidavit of Bona Fide Legal Residence (ABFR) Form and exception two 
(change of custody).  Also note that there are three new exceptions to the transfer bylaw which bring the 
total number of exceptions to 10.  Each exception has clearly defined requirements and guidance as 
to how to request the waiver of the 50% sit-out.  Further, we have identified numerically exactly 
what the 50% consequence means for each of our 24 OHSAA recognized sports. We ask that you 
please refrain from submitting any documents until you have verified the contents of those documents and 
are certain that the student can meet the requirements of that transfer exception.   
 
For those of you that attended an athletic discussion meeting this spring, you may recall that we advised 
that you discard all old forms and guidance that you may have in your files.  We will remove all links to 
last year’s material from our website as of July 1, 2015.  Please do not use any of those forms from the 
2014-15 school year that you may have in your files as they are no longer valid.  Instead, please refer 
to the guidance documented in the updated resource centers and use the appropriate form, when such a 
form is required, to request an eligibility ruling.  Please note that some of the exceptions simply require a 
cover letter from the principal or athletic administrator.  Each guidance document has very specific 
instructions to assist you in preparing your request.  We thank you in advance for taking the time to review 
these documents and, as always, invite you to contact Associate Commissioner Deborah Moore or 
Assistant Commissioner Roxanne Price for answers to questions you might have regarding student 
eligibility.  



 
  
 
We would also like to remind you that we prefer to received these documents via an email attachment; 
however, we will accept facsimile or US mail.  Letter rulings will be provided by email only.  Please do not 
send us material using more than one method.  Such action causes us to duplicate our efforts and slows 
down our ability to serve you most efficiently. As always, it is our pleasure to serve you.  Please feel free to 
contact us at anytime. 


