
January 25, 2017 

2017 Skyline Boys Golf Preseason Meeting 
	
1. Season officially starts March 13th!   
 
2. Coaching Staff: 

Head Coach:   Ashley Mantha     cell:  734-644-2958      ashleymantha@hotmail.com 
Assistant Coach:    Tom Bellen  cell:  734-660-6414 bellen.tom@gmail.com 
Assistant Coach:   Will Clark  cell:  734-904-6749 willclark16@gmail.com 
 

3. Short Golf Bio on Head Coach Ashley Mantha: I played for the Pioneer H.S. golf team and was All-State and All-State 
Academic, etc.  I then continued playing Division 1 golf for James Madison University down in Virginia and was an All-Conference 
and NCAA All-American Scholar. For the past 9 summers I have been the pro-shop manager and golf instructor at Laurentide Golf 
Club up in Ontario, specializing in junior clinics, tournaments, and lessons. During the school year, you can find me teaching Health 
& Physical Education at Tappan MS.  This is my 8th year as Head Coach for the Skyline Boys' Golf Team and will be my 7th year in 
the fall as Head Coach for the Skyline Girls’ Golf Team.  

 
4. Short Golf Bio on Assistant Coach Tom Bellen: I was born and raised in Ann Arbor, having attended Pioneer High School 

and the University of Michigan.  I took to the game a little later, but once I did I was hooked.  I decided to turn my passion into a 
career and was accepted into the PGA PGM program.  I spent 3 years in Baltimore, working as an assistant golf professional at 
Sparrows Point Country Club, operating the junior golf program and providing private instruction.  During this time, I volunteered 
with the MAPGA and had the opportunity to work with the Wounded Warriors, and conduct golf clinics for inner city youth of 
Washington D.C.  This is my 6th season as the boy’s assistant coach and just finished my 4th season as the girl’s assistant golf coach.  I 
love learning, talking, playing and teaching the game of golf and am excited to work with the team this year. 

 
5. Team Website:  http://aaskylineathletics.com/						Team Instagram:   aaskylinegolf 
 
6. Home Golf Course:  Lake Forest G.C. -- 3110 W. Ellsworth Rd.  Ann Arbor, MI   48103 - 734.994.8580 

http://www.lakeforestgc.com     Practices and home meets are held here. 
 
7. Tryouts: will start shortly after March 13 depending on the weather. We realize that there are final exams around that 

week so we will work around that appropriately. Tryouts will be held at Lake Forest G.C and/or Huron Hills (weather 
dependent) and we will give you fair notice of when they will be held as preseason progresses. You are to supply your own 
set of golf clubs, balls, tees, etc. for tryouts. They will consist of 4 rounds of 9-holes, weather permitting. The amount of 
players taken will depend largely on the number and quality of those coming out to the team. We’re estimating that we 
will take 22-24 players in total for Varsity and JV combined. The tryout rounds will also serve as distinction between the 
Varsity and JV levels to start but team position can fluctuate as season progresses. 

 
8. Academic Eligibility: Academics come first and then golf. If you have an early dismissal for a competition, inform your 

teacher in advance, make up all work, and turn in assignments prior to leaving for the day. You must have a full load of classes 
(minimally 4), pass 4 of your 5 classes AND maintain a 2.0 GPA or better to maintain eligibility to be on the golf team. 

 
9. Golfing Eligibility: during season, you may only accept something that is under a $25 value that shows high school 

competition accomplishment (trophy, medal, etc.); you can NEVER accept money, gift certificates, etc. Out of season, you can 
take up $750 worth of goods/prizes only during non-school scramble tournaments and you are able to play in 2 non-school 
tournaments during the season (unlimited out of season). 

 
10. Indoor Gym Hitting at Skyline: Until March 13, we are only allowed to have 4 players hitting at a given time if a 

coach is present. Depending on the interest and time constraints of players, we will work out a schedule for all interested 
players using a Google Doc to sign up for times.   

 
11. Tee Box Golf : (300 Jackson Plaza, Ann Arbor - teeboxgolfannarbor.com) is an indoor golf simulator (indoor range 

meets Wii golf/Kinect).   



 
12. Miles of Golf Deal: (3113 Carpenter Rd) after this meeting, those names that are on the sign up/roster sheet will be 

sent over to MoG. Like last year, they have a great deal for high school players where they double every dollar you spend 
on the range (ex. you spend $20 on a range card so that card’s value is then increased to $40).  When you go to pro shop, 
tell them you’re a Skyline player and your name to get range card loaded. 

 
13. Spring Break: we try to not schedule any events or mandatory practices over spring break. If you are not traveling anywhere 

with your family though, we encourage you to participate in our 18-hole practices that week. Whether you’re travelling or at 
home, we highly encourage that you should be golfing somewhere that week. 

 
14. Transportation: we are asking players (if they have licenses and access to a car) and parents to please get together and 

carpool to practices and some matches as our facility is off campus. I haven’t seen too many issues yet but I will be handing out 
an updated roster after tryouts to make this easier to get in touch with other players and parents. There is no team 
transportation for competitions within the Washtenaw County; only outside the County. 

 
15. Tentative Schedule: a standard practice week with no competitions will consist of 2-3 days of specialized practicing (range, 

putting green, sand, chip shots, etc.) and 2-3 days of 9-hole course play. For the most part we will only be practicing Monday 
through Friday unless weather becomes a serious issue this spring; some tournaments do fall on weekends though.  We are 
allowed to have up to 16 competition days (matches and tournaments) and 4 scrimmages. Exact schedule will be handed out in 
March but not everyone plays every single event. Only 5-6 players can compete as a team per event (JV and Varsity events). 

 
16. Matches & Tournaments: participation in matches (9 holes) and tournaments (18 holes) is based off of constant qualifying 

rounds. Practice and match score averages are kept. Players can fluctuate weekly within the levels of Varsity and JV; no player 
is set in one position. Some tournaments and matches are meant for Varsity and some for JV only. A player must play in 3 
Varsity events throughout the season to earn their Varsity letter. 

 
17. Rules and Etiquette: players are highly encouraged to start studying basic USGA golf rules and etiquette. We will be testing 

players before they are able to compete in matches (players must pass to play). This test will occur after the first week of practice 
and after our team rules sessions; each player will be given a rule book in the beginning of the season. 

 
18. Additional Team Fees: due to Athletic Department budget cuts, the golf team has additional team fees so that we can cover 

team costs. This covers green fees, tournament fees, weekend transportation, equipment, food, etc.   Instead of a set team fee, 
we use a fundraising point system when you can work off fees or pay the fees if you’re unable to volunteer. More info to come. 

 
19. Fundraising: we are continuously looking into fundraising ideas but if you have any suggestions, we would be more than 

happy to talk them over! Fundraisers we do right now are UofM Corner Concessions, Skyline Athletics Concessions, PTSO 
thrift shop, gala, golf tournament, and poker room.  We have a Fundraising Coordinator and a SABC parent representative 
that aids this team in this and other team items. We utilize a fundraising point system which will be better explained at the 
parent meeting as money is not collected until season starts.  

 
20. Parent Involvement: we all want your child to succeed academically and athletically so come to the coaches when you have 

questions, suggestions, or concerns so we can make that happen. Appropriate ways to get involved would be to help with 
carpooling if necessary, help at fundraisers, watch your son play at matches, communicate scheduling conflicts or other needs 
to the coaching staff in advance, etc. Telling coaches how to run practices, showing up to practices uninvited, trying to teach 
players proper mechanics during practice, or who to put in matches is not appropriate involvement. In the case that a concern 
arises, first talk to your son and try to resolve it, if unresolved, come to the coaches and then if necessary, the Athletic Director. 

 
21. Paperwork: you must register online, turn in a Physical Form, electronic Emergency Card, and appropriate participation 

fees. Forms can be located at the Athletic Office or website for more information (http://aaskylineathletics.com). Everything 
must be turned in before a player is able to participate with the team on March 13th.  No excuses.  

 
If you have ANY questions feel free to ask in this meeting, during preseason activities this winter, or contact us using the info listed 
above. We look forward to a great season with all of you! 


