New Unit Research and Design (NURD)
NURD training is researched based Professional Development. The training involves multiple leaders who are “experts” in using different web 2.0 tools. In the first session the attendees are presented with about 15 different tools that they can use to create or refine a unit of study. After quick (2 minute) presentations of all the tools/training available the attendees force rank what they want to learn about. From the forced ranking a schedule is developed to train the attendees based on three sessions per day over a three day period. At the end of the NURD training cycle the teachers present their new/revised unit to the group for feedback. 

Some of tools offered for these trainings are:

- Google Tools/Docs

- Google Earth

- Google Sketch Up

- Google Lit Trips

- Big Huge Labs in the classroom

- Microsoft Movie Maker in the classroom

- Podcasting in the classroom

- Blogging for beginners

- Creating webquests

- VoiceThread in the classroom

