THE GREATER TACOMA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S COMMITMENT TO BUILDING A VIBRANT COMMUNITY remains as strong as ever. With the generous support of our donors and the people of Pierce County, we continue to champion efforts that empower, protect and educate the greater Tacoma region.

We will continue our primary focus as financial stewards and grant makers while increasing the time allocated to hands-on, community-wide collaboration and conversation. Earlier this year, we organized a series of four community dialogues as part of our Youth Against Violence Initiative. This initiative will help build a positive, caring community that fosters a sense of respect, possibility and hope among our young people.  These issue-driven conversations will facilitate action and influence positive change.
To build inclusion and respect among residents of Pierce County, the Community Foundation will host Be the Spark on May 13, 2011 at the Tacoma Dome. This is part of a larger effort to continue the work started last year in the youth against violence dialogues. This event will be a rallying point for a long-term, sustainable initiative: mutual respect among youth and adults in a more peaceful community. Keynote speaker and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll, Founder of Free the Children Craig Kielburger and community leader Bill Gates Sr. will help inspire this movement at the Be the Spark event.
For the last 30 years, the Community Foundation has been a proven steward of community and donor resources. We ended the 2010 fiscal year in a financially healthy position and look forward to an exciting and eventful 2011 that will increase momentum toward an even more vibrant, engaged Pierce County.

As always, The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation is your philanthropic resource. We are interested in getting to know you better and welcome the opportunity to help you accomplish your philanthropic goals. Whether you visit in person, send an e-mail, connect on Twitter, Facebook or visit our website, we look forward to working with you.
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