The Columbus Health Department

Sexual Health Program

Syphilis Elimination Proposal

Instructions:  Please complete the following sections according to the instructions contained in the RFP and submit by January 15, 2006 to:


Wynette Collins


Columbus Health Department


240 Parsons Avenue


Columbus  OH  43215

Or fax to:


614-645-0736

 PROGRAM INFORMATION









Name:  Project Open Hand-Columbus

Director:  Joyce Herman

Address:  1699 West Mound Street, Columbus  OH  43223

Phone:  614.437.2883

Fax:  614.278.3143

Email:  ashrops@lifecarealliance.org 

 PROGRAM BACKGROUND









Founded in 1994, Project Open Hand-Columbus (POHC) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to meeting the nutritional needs of men, women, and children in Central Ohio living with HIV or AIDS.  In 2004, POHC merged with LifeCare Alliance.  This partnership has combined the efforts of these organizations, thus improving efficiencies and creating opportunities to greater serve the community.

 SERVICES PROVIDED










· Home-Delivered Meals:  Nutritionally enriched meals are delivered to people living with HIV or AIDS to help optimize their nutritional status.  These nutritious meals help individuals avoid malnutrition and wasting, thereby improving their quality of life.  Currently, POHC serves 100 clients seven frozen meals and one cold meal per week.

· Food Pantry:  The POHC food pantry provides pantry bags for approximately 125 households each month.  Pantry bags include nonperishable food items, fresh fruits and vegetables, milk, and personal care items such as toothpaste, toilet paper, and bath soap.  In addition, clients needing nutritional supplements receive Ensure.

· Monthly Congregate Lunches:  Hot meals are served to approximately 50 individuals during educational programs focusing on nutritional issues and life skills.

· Nutrition Counseling:  This service is provided to empower individuals living with HIV/AIDS to take control of their own nutritional needs and begin to understand the important role nutrition can play in fighting the disease.

 STATEMENT OF NEED










Individuals with HIV/AIDS are at high risk for contracting Syphilis and the combination of these two diseases can be detrimental to a person’s health.  David Andrist of the Columbus AIDS Task Force said in a 2004 Columbus Dispatch article that for people with HIV/AIDS, Syphilis is a matter of concern because Syphilis can progress rapidly in an immune system weakened by HIV
.  Because of this concern, Project Open Hand-Columbus is interested in participating in the Columbus Health Department’s Sexual Health Program in an effort to educate POHC clients about the realities of Syphilis and to direct them to available resources such as testing and treatment.

 PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION









Through this partnership, and with the support of the Columbus Health Department, POHC will provide the following:

· A minimum of 8 group events that will include Syphilis testing by the Columbus Health Department

· Incentives offered to participants who participate in testing, education, and prevention sessions with the objective of reaching 240 participants in the next year.

· Education and prevention materials distributed to both Project Open Hand-Columbus participants and LifeCare Alliance’s Latino Health Clinic Clients

· All of the participants must reside in the City of Columbus with an emphasis on high risk zip codes

 REQUEST FOR FUNDS










Requested amount:  $7,000.00 – Will cover the costs of education and promotion of Syphilis testing and prevention.

Amount
Explanation











$4,150.00
Provides 240 one-week bus passes (and/or gift cards) as an incentive for testing, education, and prevention session participation

$600.00
Purchases printing and related expenses for developing educational materials

$300.00
Purchases already developed educational materials for distribution

$1,560.00
Administrative cost for Project Open Hand-Columbus Coordinator (2 hours per week dedicated)

$390.00
Administrative cost for Latino Health Clinic Nurse Practitioner (1/2 hour per week dedicated)
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