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The AFL ladder is the overall list of rankings of teams within Australia's Australian Football League
(AFL). It is based on the regular season, which lasts from the opening fixture of the home-and-away
season in March until the final round in September, plus the two finals series. The league organises
and broadcasts regular season matches and has the final four rounds of the regular season
determine a winner from the top eight AFL teams each season. According to the league's rules, a
team wins the competition if it has more points at the conclusion of the home-and-away season than
the second-placed team, or if it has fewer losses than the second-placed team. If equal then the team
with the better percentage wins. If equal, the team with the better percentage of points for
percentage difference wins. Each match is weighted according to how important it is to a team's
position on the ladder, with most points awarded for winning and reduced for other results. The
ladder is therefore not a purely competitive ladder, in that the outcome of each match is vital for
maintaining the ladder position of each club. Ladder placings are also used to determine the teams
that play in a series of pre-season "State of Origin" matches. The winners of this match play for the
premiership (and flag), and the premiers from the previous season play in the NAB Cup. In the 2019
season the top eight teams played in the finals series, after a seven-week competition. The top four
teams then progressed to the semi-final, with the winners of these matches progressing to the Grand
Final. Under the original constitution, the top four were considered the "Premiership teams". At the
end of the season, the results of these matches are used to determine a premiership trophy. In
addition, the top four teams are awarded the League MVP, the Ron Barassi Medal, the Leigh
Matthews Trophy, and are considered the "most consistently good" teams. Although the AFL does
not recognise state or regional leagues, its associated Australian Football Commission does. As such,
results from all state-level competitions are included in the official ladder. For example,
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