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Inglourious Basterds-full“The trend (dismantling of coal plants) has been accelerated by the combined forces of new technologies, cheap natural gas, and power markets. | think
we’ll see about 30 coal plants close in the next five years,” he said. “Coal plants are now the only new generation source that cannot produce baseload power.” Federally owned
and operated transmission companies are pushing for coal plants to be shut down, but some producers might simply be unable to replace the lost coal-fired generation with
renewables. The first round of coal plant shut downs was in the 1980’s. At that time new coal plants had to be subsidized by the federal government in order to make economic
sense. Then in the 1990’s, the federal government’s economic stimulus program pumped billions of dollars into the industry. The past two rounds of closures have been largely
economic driven, with coal plants shutting down as cheap natural gas has become the cheaper option. Most utilities are now looking at replacing some of their aging coal plants
with natural gas. Natural gas plants are cheaper to build and cheaper to operate. Right now, natural gas prices are at their lowest in history. The cheapest electricity in the
United States is coming from natural gas, with the cheapest price coming from the Southwest where natural gas is plentiful and cheap. But when natural gas prices start to go
back up, that advantage will change, and coal is likely to once again become the cheapest option.In Thursday's State of the Union address, President Barack Obama will tell us
that Congress should expand the beleaguered $2 trillion-plus federal stimulus program and federal banking policies to promote hiring and economic growth. But a look at the
stimulus package the president proposed in 2009 shows there isn't much in there. Even now, after five years, the Obama administration concedes that the
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