
Sermon:

Offense.....Take It Or Leave It

Throughout the eleventh chapter of Matthew there is a common theme - offense. John the Baptist was in pris-
on hearing about the works of Jesus. He sent two of his disciples to see if this Jesus was indeed the Christ. 

He thought that if He was the true Messiah, then He should come and get him out of prison. He was being set up 
to get offended. Jesus answered with the written Word and then encouraged him to not be offended by saying:
“And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (vs.6)

(Why was John in prison? Matthew 14:3-5 reveals that both King Herod and Herodias got offended at John for 
rebuking the King for living in adultery with his brother’s wife. So Herod put him in prison.)

Matthew 11:16-19 reveals another offense: These passages are saying that John the Baptist came with a sense of 
mourning for the sins of the people and he was trying to get them to repent, but the people were offended at him 
enough to say he had a devil in him. It also states that Jesus came filled with joy and the answer to life, but the 
people were offended at Him also, so much so that they called him a glutton and a drunk.

Jesus also criticizes Chorazin and Bethsaida (vs. 20-22) where He did most of His mighty works. They witnessed 
many miracles but still did not repent. They were offended.

Jesus also rebuked the town of Capernaum (vs. 23) for the same reason, yet they too became offended and re-
pented not.

Offended people take things very personal and are too sensitive. They have a victim mentality. (By the way, you 
can’t be a victim and more than a conquerer at the same time! Romans 8:37) They believe they are never wrong 
and are faultfinders, always complaining. They are always concerned about their feelings protecting themselves 
from being hurt. They end up fighting with everyone and eventually lose friends and family because they are 
very hard to please.

Let’s look at three things: How we TAKE an offense, what to DO when we are offended, and how to STAY FREE 
from offense. James 3:2 says: “For in many things we offend all.” So if there are many who offend, then there are 
many who get offended.

There will be many opportunities to become offended because in Luke 17:1 Jesus said:“It is impossible but that 
offences will come...” Many christians get offended, stay offended and end up being held captive by it but don’t 
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don’t realize it. In fact, if you told them they were in offense, they would deny it.

The Greek word for offense is Scandalon which refers to the part of an animal trap that catches the animal. It 
means to lay a trap in someone’s way. The devil lays these traps of offense hoping we will take the bait.

Offense begins by what people say to us. “If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man...” James 3:2 We 
are faced with offense when we hear something that hurts us and immediately an attitude rises up within us. We 
become ticked off and even angry. We want to respond right away. At this point, we must realize that the devil is 
placing an opportunity in front of us to take an offense.

We TAKE an offense by talking about it. Matthew 6:31 says...”Take no thought, SAYING...” Although this passage 
is talking about daily worry, it proves a valid point. We take or own a thought when we speak it out.

When I get offended, my first impulse is to tell someone. I used to say lots of things to lots of people; I had no 
boundaries; if I felt offended, I felt justified to tell someone. I then realized that was wrong, so I brought it down 
to just telling my husband. Well, that wasn’t right either. I just tried to justify it because we are one, right? Wrong! 
All that did was stir me up more because he would agree with me and he was now offended at this person who he 
had no problem with just minutes before! After much practice over the years we finally got it right - we just don’t 
talk to each other! lol

Some are even offended at God. We blame Him for things He didn’t do, like striking someone with a disease, and 
we ignore His plans for us because we think we know better. Just because you’re offended doesn’t mean you’re in 
the right. I know someone who lost her mom when she was young and stayed mad at God for years. She
would lie in bed year after year very sick with dizziness and nausea. (Offense can create physical sickness.) All 
my prayers for and with her did not change her mind. She fell into the trap of offense believing the devil’s lie that 
God killed her mother. Ten years later I saw her lying in a hospital bed with all the same symptoms and still mad 
at God. What’s sad is that she never experienced the blessings of God, abundant life, or victory in her daily life; 
she never experienced physical healing and never fulfilled God’s plan and purpose for her life. 

Two things we should do when we’re offended: Check with God. Years ago I was told I was full of fear. I got of-
fended but never responded. But I went to God to ask Him. He confirmed it and then helped me with it. Go to 
Him! 

Forgive. Jesus told Peter to forgive 70x7 which means unlimited. (Matt. 18:21-22) Holding unforgiveness to-
ward someone is like holding a noose around their neck; when you forgive, then you are releasing them to God. 
A simple practice would be to focus on your spirit man and connect with God by picturing Jesus forgiving you 
2,000 years ago for past, present and future sins; then picture Jesus doing the same thing for the one who offend-
ed you. Think on these things until you experience peace. This is true forgiveness.

Stay free from offense by exercising your conscience like the Apostle Paul. Acts 24:16: “And herein do I exercise 
myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward God and toward men.” He exercised his conscience by 
instantly forgiving!
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Get Revelation: that WOW moment when you finally see the spiritual reality of something through God’s eyes.

In Verse 25, Jesus prays to His Father: “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so Father for so it seemed good in 
Thy sight.” 

The wise and the prudent are those who pride themselves on their wisdom. They are not looking for spiritual 
truth. They are not seekers. Andrew Wommack says “Sometimes people don’t let the Word get in the way of what 
they believe.” God’s wisdom is by revelation only and not head knowledge. 

But those who are babes (unlearned) operate from the heart rather than the head. They receive because they 
depend on the Holy Spirit. They are seekers looking for divine revelation.

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 God will give you divine revelation if you seek Him! 
Simple.

I always wondered why the people in the upper room had to wait 10 days for the Holy Spirit. I believe God was 
looking for the true seekers who would wait it out; the ones who wanted all of God they could get. And those
who were really not interested would give up and leave. He waited until only the true seekers remained.

Both Joyce Meyer and Beth Moore suffered under the perversion of child molestation. Today they are both 
preaching God’s love and goodness. How were they able to forgive and be free? They had a revelation of how 
much God loved them and of how much they had been forgiven! Once you get a revelation like this, then faith 
can begin to work. Your faith can rise to a level to where no matter what anyone says or does to you, it will roll 
off of you like water off a duck’s back. And that is FREEDOM!
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