
Sermon:
JESUS

The Center Of It All

Have you ever heard anyone use the phrase, “It’s the principle of the thing?” Or have you ever said it your-
self? I certainly have until God gave me great revelation on this very statement. Let’s look at two examples 

where people might declare, “It’s the principle of the thing:”

There’s a party in your neighborhood next week. You know about it because everyone got an invitation...but you. 
You know you should have been invited because, after all, you introduced many of these people to each other. 
Why weren’t you invited? You know you wouldn’t be able to attend the party anyway because you had other plans 
on that same day, but “It’s the principle of the thing!” You should have been invited!

Or, one day your neighbor, who is in the middle of baking, asks you for a measuring cup. You have several cups 
so you really don’t miss it. The day is past when it should have been returned to you, and although you really 
don’t need it, you complain and say, “It’s the principle of the thing!”

We’ve all been there a time or two. One day God spoke to me and although I don’t remember the circumstances 
that led to my saying this, He immediately said to me, “I am the Principle of Your Everything.” I never forgot 
that. 

The definition of “principle” is a rule or standard of personal behavior. So He was saying that He is the standard 
when it comes to my behavior. He is the standard when it comes to making decisions; He is the standard when it 
comes to reacting to something or someone. We need to ask ourselves, what would Jesus do or what
would Jesus say? Every decision should point to Jesus; every thought should point to Jesus.

There is a song that prompted me to write about this called “Jesus At The Center.” Here is a verse from the song:

“Nothing else matters. Nothing in this world will do. Jesus You’re the center, everything revolves around You, 
Jesus, You.” Very true.

Let’s look at Acts, Chapter 17:

In this Chapter, Paul was in Athens and took notice of their massive idolatry. Verse 16 says that his spirit was 
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stirred in him. There was even a statue in the middle of the city which read: To the unknown god. (vs. 23)

Paul disputed with the people in the synagogues. They accused Paul of worshipping a strange god because he 
spoke of Jesus and His resurrection. Imagine Jesus being their strange god!

So Paul speaks to the crowd and tells them that if they would seek him, then they would find him
because he wasn’t far from them. (vs. 27)

Then in Verse 28 he says this: “For in Him we live and move and have our being.” 

“In Him we live...” The Greek word for live is zao, which means fresh, strong, efficient, and powerful; to have true 
life and worthy of the Name; to be active, blessed and endless in the Kingdom of God; of morals or character.

So, living in Him simply means how we conduct our lives; how we behave; our thoughts, our words, our lifestyle 
or our daily routine. We should live our lives strong, efficiently, powerfully and blessed!

“and move...” The Greek meaning for move is kineo, which means to move, set in motion; excite, disturb, throw 
into commotion and to stir.

As Christians, we are to create a stir! But not to intentionally bring division. If we truly live as Christ intended, 
and not follow the ways of the world, then we will seem peculiar to the unbelievers as well as, sad to say, some of 
the church world.

Let’s take Mark 16:17-18 as an example. Jesus said: “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.”

Personally, I believe the Word when it says that I am able to cast out devils, that I can get to speak in new 
tongues. I believe that I am protected and I believe that if I lay my hands on the sick, they shall recover! And it’s 
all Jesus doing it through me! Hallelujah! But this can cause no small stir in the world as well as some of the
church community. Nonetheless, we should “MOVE” as the word says to move. 

“and have our BEING” - The Greek word for “being” is esmen which means who we are and to have hope of who 
we are to be; have our being.

There should be an inner contentment among Christians from knowing who we are in Christ. It should bring 
us great peace no matter what we may be going through. Paul was saying we are IN Christ! The very Godhead 
dwells within me!

This is who we ARE! And we have hope as we allow Jesus to conform us into the image of His Son. So if we live 
and move and have our being in Him, then He would be the center of our life; He would be the principle of our 
everything. But it’s up to us to make Jesus the center of everything. To pray and ask Jesus to be the center of our 
life would be incorrect because Jesus made Himself the center 2,000 years ago when He died on he cross. But as 
to whether we live as such may be a different story.
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I recently heard a man tell of a time God spoke to him and told him: “You have my undivided attention.” I  
thought of a dog and his master. The dog follows his master wherever he goes.

The dog is relaying a message to his master saying, “You have my undivided attention; don’t you realize that? I 
am paying 100% attention to you. I see your every move; I want to be by your side always; I want to enjoy the 
backyard with you; I want to enjoy a car ride with you.”

This is a picture of our Heavenly Father with us. He is constantly paying attention to us. But He is also waiting for 
us to acknowledge Him in ALL our ways; not just when we need Him. 

A bit of an extreme example came across my mind the other day, but I also believe it is a profound example of 
living and moving and having our being in Him. 

Our daughter is getting married in a few months. There is much planning involved, as you know, so I began 
thinking of the moments right before the dinner. I thought it would be wonderful to have a prayer with every-
one; that thought led to possibly playing a worship song following the prayer and maybe even have everyone 
sing it. (with song sheets?) Then I saw myself and other christians attending come to the front and begin to ask if 
anyone needed prayer. Then I saw people coming up and being prayed for and getting healed! So I was turning 
my daughter’s wedding reception into a Healing Service! A bit much? Yes.

But the reason being I am so saturated with God and I am living and moving and having my being in Him that it 
was the first thing I thought of; how wonderful it would be! NOT! At least not there.
I think you get my point.

I challenge you today to make Jesus the Principle of Your Everything. It’s never too late. Make a decision today to 
look to Him FIRST for every decision, every thought you have, every word you speak, every action you take and 
every reaction. He truly is the principle of our everything!
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