
From: "Mike Pickett" <m.a.pickett1143@gmail.com> 
Date: Mar 12, 2015 11:10 AM 
Subject: Re: Candidate Questionnaire from vELo PASO 
To: "Velo Paso" <info@velopaso.org> 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to address your issues. Please find my responses below. 

1)      What are your top transportation priorities? 

Mitigate congestion and improve traffic flow through things like light synchronization. 

2)      How important is it to encourage workforce housing in urban cores and/or near places of 
employment? 

Housing for workforce is a great idea. 

3)      How do you view Texas non-disclosure laws about property values and would overturning 
that law improve the fairness of tax assessments? 

Currently, tax assessments are made based on city funding and budgetary needs. This is unfair 
and completely backwards! What is needed is a policy that assesses value of property based on 
comparables and actual market value and a government that can budget based on these values. 

4)      What are some suggestions you have for reducing congestion as construction begins on our 
major roadways? 

Provide motorists with ample advanced notice of construction areas, encourage carpooling and 
public transportation and ensure coordination between and among units of government. 

5)      Sun Metro has indicated financial concerns as one reason it does not provide late-night 
transit service?  Should Sun Metro provide longer service hours and shorter travel times city-
wide?  Why or why not, and how would you work with Sun Metro to overcome obstacles to 
providing late-night services and transit travel times competitive with auto travel? 

This issue is a market issue. Sun Metro could test a pilot program  to determine whether late-
night transit is financially viable. 

6)      Assume funding has been found to expand the Bike Share program.  Would you use this 
money to expand the program, and if so where would you add more stations?   

I would like to see more bike lanes on state highways and will work with the state delegation on 
this issue. It is important as well to provide safety training for those cyclists that use public 
streets. 
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7)      Would you change current policies on minimum off-street parking requirements for new 
housing developments and businesses? Why or Why not? 
The current policies are adequate but sometimes not respected. 

8)      How would you work with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to minimize 
pedestrian/bicycle collisions on state roads (Mesa, Alameda, Dyer, Montana, Paisano, Socorro, 
Doniphan)? 

As stated in a previous questions, safety training for cyclists is very important. Working with 
private sector bicycle vendors may be one way of expanding such training, sensitivity and public 
awareness. 

9)      El Paso’s bicycle community has asked for separated bicycle facilities known as “protected 
bike lanes,” but there are many different ways to design those facilities. What, to you, does an 
ideal “protected bike lane” look like, and where, if anywhere, would you put them?  Would you 
be in favor, or against improved design standards to make existing and future bike lanes safer? 

Absolutely! I support improved design standards and encourage the public to use bicycles. It is 
healthful and reduces pollution. 

10)   Last year El Paso saw twice the number of pedestrian fatalities as in 2013.  What would you 
do to make our streets safer for ALL road-users? 

Public awareness and road courtesy are essential elements to safe traffic flow in order to 
safeguard a growing city. 

11)   What do you see as a solution to the growing population and increasing traffic congestion? 

Better infrastructure planning and light synchronization. Improved oversight to ensure 
construction deadlines are met on time and on budget. 

12)   Do you consider the push for alternative and active transportation options a good solution 
for improving our air quality? 

Yes. 

13)   What do you consider as components of a “walkable neighborhood?” What are street 
components you believe are ideal for a healthy community? 

One major issue is the number of unsecured dogs. Many people who ride bikes or walk have 
been attacked or mauled by dogs. The other issue is motorists speeding. Public awareness 
campaigns may help. 

14)   What is your best idea on how to make intersections and crosswalks safer and more 
effective? 



Public awareness. 

15)   What do you think is the biggest problem facing El Paso’s commercial transportation 
industry? 

Congestion on I-10 and major intersections throughout the city. 

 


