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1) What are your top transportation priorities? 

My district’s top priorities are safety and congestion mitigation.  It is a new district with 
many major arterioles still lacking in lighting and adequate traffic control.  It is an area 
designed for housing and very few other amenities that would allow for a walkable 
neighborhood.   Therefore we have too many people in cars traveling to work, shopping 
and entertainment.  There is constant construction of new homes which places debris in 
our roadways.  I have secured funding for lighting and have pushed for funding for traffic 
control at the major intersection.  Projects have been planned to complete these.  I have 
pushed for more frequent cleaning of the streets, especially the bike lanes that are near 
construction areas.  I have tried to eliminate the placement of unsafe, unprotected bike 
lanes and have made it city policy to follow national guidelines.  Citywide, my priority is 
to improve the infrastructure of our roadways and drainage systems as well as continuing 
our push for mass / rapid transportation.  Education and programs to encourage more 
people to try alternative methods of transportation must be expanded.  

2) How important is it to encourage workforce housing in urban cores and/or near 
places of employment? 

This is a critical component in decreasing traffic congestion and pollution.  In addition, 
by encouraging walking/biking to work, shopping and entertainment, it improves the 
health of those living in the area. 

3) How do you view Texas non-disclosure laws about property values and would 
overturning that law improve the fairness of tax assessments? 

I believe in property rights and privacy.  Requirements to fully disclose sales price 
information has too often in the past resulted in enacting real estate transfer taxes to the 
sales of real property.  One tends to lead to the other.   

4) What are some suggestions you have for reducing congestion as construction 
begins on our major roadways? 

A.  Notify the public well in advance 

B.  Have alternative routes in place that can adequately handle the traffic.   

C.  Require expedited completion of the projects with means of enforcement. 

D.  Provide and encourage alternative means of transportation. 



E.  Provide appropriate signage to allow drivers to easily understand the needed 
alterations in the routes.  

5) Sun Metro has indicated financial concerns as one reason it does not provide late-
night transit service? Should Sun Metro provide longer service hours and shorter 
travel times city-wide? Why or why not, and how would you work with Sun Metro 
to overcome obstacles to providing late-night services and transit travel times 
competitive with auto travel? 

I have to carefully balance the transportation needs of my constituents with fiscal 
responsibility and respect of our environment.  Reducing travel times would require 
additional buses.  Providing late night travel would require those buses to run their 
engines longer.  Both of which would increase pollution, increase wear and tear on the 
vehicles and increase cost to the tax payer.  The increased carbon output would only be 
justified if it decreased an even larger amount by taking cars off the road.  This same 
principle is true of late night operations.  Therefore, the only way I would support 
changes in the operations of Sun Metro would be if ridership justified it.  Surely you 
would agree that running empty buses on our roadway benefits nobody.  This of course 
highlights the need for better education for the public and innovative ways to encourage 
mass transit.  (Encourage it, no force it) 

6) Assume funding has been found to expand the Bike Share program. Would you 
use this money to expand the program, and if so where would you add more 
stations?  

Yes.  I would defer to the experts in planning these programs to determine the priority for 
where I would add more stations.   

Or would you seek to use the money for other programs? Such as? 

As I sit on the MPO, it is my responsibility to considered all projects presented on their 
merits. I would do just that.  Projects that qualify for that same funding and would benefit 
the region in a more significant way would have priority.  To determine this, expert 
opinion and community input would have to be sought.  

7) Would you change current policies on minimum off-street parking requirements 
for new housing developments and businesses? Why or Why not?  

No.  Our policy is set on national standards.  Any developer of a property can request 
consideration for a variance in the requirement.  This can be and often is given, 
depending on the merits of the situation.  

8) How would you work with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to 
minimize pedestrian/bicycle collisions on state roads (Mesa, Alameda, Dyer, 
Montana, Paisano, Socorro, Doniphan)? 



The design and construction of safe bike lanes is key to this.  Protected bike lanes would 
be preferable when feasible.  Education to cyclists and motorists is also critical.  Not just 
education in the law and how to use the lanes.  Education must instill a sense of mutual 
respect between the motorist and cyclist.    

9) El Paso’s bicycle community has asked for separated bicycle facilities known as 
“protected bike lanes,” but there are many different ways to design those facilities. 
What, to you, does an ideal “protected bike lane” look like, and where, if anywhere, 
would you put them? Would you be in favor, or against improved design standards 
to make existing and future bike lanes safer? 

The ideal protected lane is wide, clean, well lit, free of pavement defects and separated 
from motor traffic by a physical barrier that includes some aesthetic component.  Many 
of our existing smaller streets would be difficult to retrofit these lanes.  The cost is very 
considerable would need to be justified by a substantial need on that particular street.  
However, if the street is wide enough, a similar lane with a non-physical barrier (a buffer 
zone) would be my second choice and is much more financially feasible.  

10) Last year El Paso saw twice the number of pedestrian fatalities as in 2013. What 
would you do to make our streets safer for ALL road-users? 

Each death would need to be studied as to the likely cause.  Once that is determined, we 
can develop ways to mitigate the risk.  It may be better striping, changes in the speed 
limit, better lighting, additional crosswalks, better designed crosswalks, better designed / 
coordinated signal lighting….. 

11) What do you see as a solution to the growing population and increasing traffic 
congestion? 

Better designed neighborhoods.  Encouraging the use of mass transit and other alternative 
methods of transportation.  Regular maintenance of the existing infrastructure and 
continued improvement in its design.  

12) Do you consider the push for alternative and active transportation options a 
good solution for improving our air quality? 

Yes. 

13) What do you consider as components of a “walkable neighborhood?” What are 
street components you believe are ideal for a healthy community? 

A walkable neighborhood must have housing, employment, recreation, shopping, finance 
and entertainment all within a distance that one can reach on foot or bike.  It requires 
wide sidewalks with shade that is inviting to pedestrians and safe from motorists.  It 
requires streets that are well connected with relatively short blocks.  It requires 
intersections that are safe to cross.   



14) What is your best idea on how to make intersections and crosswalks safer and 
more effective? 

That would most likely depend on the intersections width, traffic count, speed limit and 
signal coordination.  In general, you need an intersection to be well lit, well marked and 
the signals timed to allow a pedestrian to cross with no traffic. 

15) What do you think is the biggest problem facing El Paso’s commercial 
transportation industry? 

Fuel costs, regulation, congestion and until recently very limited alternative routes.  

 


