
VELO EL PASO QUESTIONS 
1)      What are your top transportation priorities? My top transportation priorities are to reduce 
congestion through continued expansion and improvement of our infrastructure, identifying 
alternative methods of transportation and increasing the flow of commerce across our international 
border. 
2)      How important is it to encourage workforce housing in urban cores and/or near places of 
employment? It is extremely important to encourage workforce housing in urban cores and should be 
an integral component of any downtown revitalization efforts.  
3)      How do you view Texas non-disclosure laws about property values and would overturning that law 
improve the fairness of tax assessments? Overturning the non-disclosure laws may have unintended 
consequences and prove difficult to implement.  Property values and sales price are impacted by a 
variety of variables that are difficult to objectively assess.  
4)      What are some suggestions you have for reducing congestion as construction begins on our major 
roadways? Clearly identifying alternate routes, increased access to public transportation and public 
information campaigns to inform motorists of upcoming construction projects are all important 
components in reducing congestion during improvements to our major roadways.  
5)      Sun Metro has indicated financial concerns as one reason it does not provide late-night transit 
service?  Should Sun Metro provide longer service hours and shorter travel times city-wide?  Why or why 
not, and how would you work with Sun Metro to overcome obstacles to providing late-night services and 
transit travel times competitive with auto travel? Access to public transportation is a key component of 
any emerging city.  We must identify those areas of the city and the routes that would be best served 
by late-night transit and seek additional funding and grants to attempt to implement in a scaled 
manner.   
6)      Assume funding has been found to expand the Bike Share program.  Would you use this money to 
expand the program, and if so where would you add more stations?  Or would you seek to use the money 
for other programs?  Such as? If funding was identified specifically for the Bike Share program, then 
these funds should be used to expand or better that particular program.   
7)      Would you change current policies on minimum off-street parking requirements for new housing 
developments and businesses? Why or Why not? The current policy allows for flexibility for every 
different case based on its merits. However, I'm always open to weighing the merits of new policy and best 
practice.   
8)      How would you work with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to minimize pedestrian/
bicycle collisions on state roads (Mesa, Alameda, Dyer, Montana, Paisano, Socorro, Doniphan)? Public 
awareness and education are two important components that would minimize pedestrian and bicycle 
collisions on major roadways.  My office has been a valued partner with TxDOT on a variety of 
projects and we would approach pedestrian and bicycle safety in the same manner. 
9)      El Paso’s bicycle community has asked for separated bicycle facilities known as “protected bike 
lanes,” but there are many different ways to design those facilities. What, to you, does an ideal “protected 
bike lane” look like, and where, if anywhere, would you put them?  Would you be in favor, or against 
improved design standards to make existing and future bike lanes safer? Should funding be available I 
would be in favor of improving design standards and increasing safety in any future bike lanes.  We 
should always look at using the best design possible based on the availability of funding.   
10)   Last year El Paso saw twice the number of pedestrian fatalities as in 2013.  What would you do to 
make our streets safer for ALL road-users? This requires the two-fold approach of increasing public 
awareness of road and pedestrian safety along with improving and maintaining our streets and 
roadways with the aim of reducing congestion.  
11)   What do you see as a solution to the growing population and increasing traffic congestion? Continued 
infrastructure improvements and increased efforts to provide alternative public transportation.   
12)   Do you consider the push for alternative and active transportation options a good solution for 
improving our air quality?  Any options that improve our air quality should be considered, including 
alternative and active transportation.   
13)   What do you consider as components of a “walkable neighborhood?” What are street components you 
believe are ideal for a healthy community? “Walkable neighborhoods” share commercial, residential,  



and retail spaces in a walkable and geographically focused environment.  For a healthy community 
with the “walkable neighborhoods”, streets should compliment the design and be formulated to 
reduce congestion and increase pedestrian safety. 
14)   What is your best idea on how to make intersections and crosswalks safer and more effective? Safety 
can be increased with better design and markings on intersections as well as increased public 
awareness on how to properly approach and navigate heavy pedestrian intersections and crosswalks.   
15)   What do you think is the biggest problem facing El Paso’s commercial transportation industry? 
Keeping pace with our growth and insuring the infrastructure we are investing in for our future meets the 
needs of all El Pasoans. 


