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ReadNYC: Building a Successful Young Reader

IN-SCHOOL 
FITNESS  PROGRAMMING

In Mott Haven, approximately 23% of children are obese. In 
partnership with Johnson & Johnson, the “Gateway to Healthy 
Communities” initiative provides an innovative, in-classroom 
physical activity curriculum for K–3 students to increase 
physical exercise and calories burned.

FREE DENTAL 
SCREENINGS

Oral health problems are the single most common chronic 
disease of early childhood, and left untreated lead to absence 
from school. Only 40% of children from low-income families 
have annual dental visits. In partnership with Colgate’s 
“Bright Smiles, Bright Futures,” nearly 1,000 students 
from ReadNYC schools received free dental screenings and 
cleanings via a mobile dental van, in-classroom oral health 
education  and learning materials and referrals to ReadNYC 
health partner Segundo Ruiz Belvis Hospital as the local 
‘Dental Home’ for the children and families.

COMMUNITY SCHOOL AND  
WRAPAROUND SUPPORTS

In Mott Haven, 92% of families in our schools live at or below 
the poverty line. Their children often suffer from multiple 
challenges, including hunger and poor health. A coordinated 
approach is needed urgently to solve these and other barriers 
to learning. A Community School Director organizes and 
aligns the partners, services and supports to meet the needs 
of each school community.  

SUMMER & EXPANDED 
LEARNING

Once Upon a Summer, our collective impact summer-learning 
program, brings together public schools, community-based 
organizations and parents to eliminate summer learning loss 
in students in grades K–2. In Once Upon a Summer 2014, 
100% of students retained what they learned during the 
school year, 95% of students increased their reading level 
overall and almost 40% of students increased their reading 
level by at least one year in just six weeks. In 2015, the 
program will serve more than double the number of students, 
and include English Language classes for parents, as well as 
childcare for younger siblings.

1-TO-1 
TUTORING

In Mott Haven, 90% of children enter kindergarten two 
to three years behind and have likely heard 30 million 
fewer words than their more affluent peers. Read Alliance, 
ReadNYC’s program partner, seamlessly implements a well-
structured, research-based one-to-one tutoring program with 
students after school and during summer to dramatically 
increase proficiency. Local high school students are 
employed as tutors, coached by literacy experts and work 
directly with the students, creating a circle of community. 

SCHOOL READINESS

Children in Mott Haven enter kindergarten two to three 
years behind, not having mastered the alphabet, numbers 
and how to hold a pencil. ReadNYC supports Pre-K teachers 
with professional development to ensure children get the 
most out of that preparatory year and with Ready, Set, 
School to prepare our young learners and their parents for 
Kindergarten.

HOME LIBRARIES 
& PARENT LITERACY TRAINING

61% of low-income children do not have books at home. 
Parents need the tools, resources and training to reinforce 
learning in the home as their child’s first teacher. In 
partnership with the Dollywood Foundation’s Imagination 
Library, more than 1,000 children below age five will receive 
one book per month delivered to their home, and 120 
parents will receive six weeks of training, which will enable 
them to build literary proficiency in their children.

PROFESSIONAL 
 DEVELOPMENT

92% of the students entrusted to more than 300 school 
leaders in Mott Haven are not reading on grade-level. These 
school leaders need support to achieve dramatic increases in 
learning for their students. ReadNYC provides principals and 
teachers with coaching to improve the quality of instruction 
that results in better learning outcomes for students. 

FINANCIAL 
COACHING

Families in Mott Haven lack the income to cover basic 
expenses such as sufficient food and adequate shelter. In 
partnership with Ariva, the Financial Clinic and BronxWorks, 
300 families will receive free federal and state tax 
preparation and filing, benefits screenings, such as SNAP,  
as well as financial coaching.

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
 EDUCATION

36% of families in Mott Haven are predominantly  
Spanish-speaking, and 67% of families in Mott Haven speak 
a language other than English at home. In partnership with 
Mercy Center, English instruction is being provided to up to 
150 parents that will increase their career opportunities, as 
well as enhance their ability to support their child’s learning.


