
TENNIS 
SUMMIT 

The 2020 Kentucky Tennis Summit 

occurred last fall. The Summit involved a series 

of virtual meetings facilitated by USTA Kentucky 

staff and board members with a variety of 

stakeholders invested in the growth of tennis in 

the Commonwealth. During those meetings, the 

idea of a periodic newsletter designed to serve 

the expressed interests of Kentucky tennis 

facilities and teaching professionals emerged 

in conversation with tennis facility directors, 

managers, teaching pros. Serving Court is a 

product of those conversations. 

UstA�•· 
CARES 

As the pandemic stretched across the 

Bluegrass State, many teaching professionals 

and tennis facilities began to feel an almost 

immediate impact. In response, several efforts 

were established to provide financial assistance 

and support. 

USTA Kentucky through its foundation, 

Raise A Racquet, established a fundraising and 

assistance effort, Tennis Starts with love, which 

awarded $9,000 to 23 teaching professionals 

and officials in Kentucky. 

USTA Southern established Southern 

Cares, which awarded $9,000 to eighteen 

teaching professionals and $47,000 to 

thirteen facilities in Kentucky. In addition, 

USTA National managed the collaborative 

endeavor, Tennis Industry United, which 

awarded $53,000 to Kentucky facilities and 

provided 2021 membership dues for USPTA 

and PTR members, with 31 and 39 respective 

members in Kentucky being eligible. 

In total, at least $118,200 in financial 

assistance and support was provided to tennis 

professionals, facilities, and officials 

throughout the Commonwealth. 
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USTA SOIUTH�RN 

TENNIS PIRO COMMITTEE 

The USTA Southern Tennis Professional 

Committee (aka the Pro Relations Committee) 

exists to serve the interests and concerns of 

tennis coaches and teaching professionals in 

the USTA Southern Section, of which Kentucky is 

a part. The Tennis Professional Committee 

maintains a comprehensive and regularly 

updated list of educational resources and 

QP-P-ortunities. 

Neil Witherow, Chair of the Pro Relations 

Committee, and a USPTA certified teaching 

professional at the County Club of Jackson 

(Mississippi), has remarked, "For the tennis 

community and industry to really thrive, it is 

essential for tennis coaches and pros to take 

advantage of the benefits and responsibilities 

of being certified through US PTA and/ or PTR, as 

well as to continue to better and educate 

themselves through some of the amazing 

resources listed on this calendar. We want to 

thank the USTA for their leadership and 

cooperation in ensuring that we have the best 

coaches and pros on the planet." 
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PATHWAY TO CERTXFICATXON 

Not yet certified? The USTA encourages 

tennis coaches and teaching professionals to 

become certified through one of two 

organizations - the Professional Tennis Registry 

(PTR) and United States Professional Teaching 

Association (USPTA) - both of which are 

accredited with the USTA. PTR and USPTA both 

offer pathways to becoming a certified tennis 

professional. For more information click on the 

following links: PTR and USPTA. 
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Being a teaching professional in good 

standing with one of the two organizations is a 

good professional practice, as it allows 

teaching professionals to accurately claim to 

be a certified members, affords good liability 

insurance at a reasonable cost, provides 

equipment discounts, access to industry news 

and information, as well as regular continuing 

education and networking opportunities. 
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