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Outback. Well-equipped at $26,645.*

The Outback will take you as far off the beaten path as you care to go, all without leaving 

the creature comforts behind. It’s loaded with tech, along with 8.7 inches of ground 

clearance + standard X-MODE® with Hill Descent Control. For even more go, opt for the 

available 260-horsepower Direct-Injection Turbocharged SUBARU BOXER® engine.

Go where love takes you.
Welcome to the all-new 2020 Subaru Outback.®

Subaru, Outback, SUBARU BOXER, and X-MODE are registered trademarks. *MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title, and registration fees. Retailer sets actual price. 
Certain equipment may be required in specific states, which can modify your MSRP. See your retailer for details. 2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT shown has an MSRP of $36,740.

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
https://www.subaru.com/vehicles/ascent/index.html
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http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://meadowcreektennis.com
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We can’t wait to serve up tennis 
again and see your return

:: 24 Outdoor Courts | 16 Indoor Courts

Inverness 303.790.7777  |  Monaco 303.758.7080 
Visit ColoradoAthleticClubs.com to learn more about all of our 7 Front Range locations.  

WE’LL BE READY,    

 SO GET 
READY

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://coloradoathleticclubs.com
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IT WAS FRIDAY, 
THE 13TH OF MARCH...
the word came down from the USTA's national 
office in the afternoon, suspending all sanctioned 
USTA play for five weeks. No program was 
spared, the directive included all tournaments, 
leagues and team tennis.
 

Before we could all take a collective breath, 
tennis courts across Colorado went dark. Denver 
and other metro area cities locked their courts, 
and took down their nets. 
 

At first, there was optimism. Open by April 20. 
Then maybe May 3, then June 1. But as each date 
came and went without relief, the reality started 
to intrude on the optimism.

The tennis world had reacted quickly and in late March formed 
Tennis Industry United, a collaboration of the USTA, TIA, 
USPTA, PTR, ITA and others, to assess overall industry needs 
and make recommendations for industry sectors, especially ten-
nis providers, that needed immediate relief. By mid-April, USTA 
had canceled the Adult League National Championships for all 
divisions, with local tournaments following. 

Even as the walls felt like they were tumbling down, the 
USTA was extremely busy, moving ahead with a comprehensive 
suite of programs and a commitment of more than $50 million 
to support the tennis industry. Immediate relief to businesses 
to spur recovery and help the rebuilding process is part of an 
ambitious second phase where the USTA and its partners will 
offer specific economic assistance packages, increased support 
to navigate government assistance for facilities and coaches, 
access to industry leaders, daily educational webinars and 
phone support to help individuals emotionally impacted from 
COVID-19. Community tennis remains the organization’s top pri-
ority, with $35 million in commitments allocated toward “grow 
the game” programming through 2021. The extent of this future 
support will be determined by the financial performance of the 
2020 US Open and the impact that the current pandemic has 
on the event.

The USTA identified more than $20 million in savings by 
instituting salary reductions for USTA management, eliminating 

programs in marketing, player development and operations, and 
deferring all non-essential capital projects.

“Helping tennis facilities, community tennis programs and 
teaching professionals navigate the multitude of government 
grants and loans was of immediate importance,” says USTA 
CEO and Executive Director Michael Dowse. “The foundation 
of our sport begins with these stakeholders and we need to 
ensure they can weather the storm and remain viable as the 
storm recedes. This is all about ‘relief, recovery and rebuild’ for 
our industry.” 

Key Elements of USTA's $50 million commitment
• Grow the Game Commitments
• USTA Facility Grants
• Certified Tennis Professional Membership Grants
• USTA Foundation Operating Grants
• Legal Expertise
• Hosting of Tennis Offerings
• Professional Development
• Coping With Emotional Impact
• Dedicated Email Address
• Daily Updates, Guidance and Blog
• Free Website Builder Tools

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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UPDATES FOR COLORADO PLAYERS
Throughout the pandemic, USTA Colorado has pub-

lished vital announcements related to league and tour-
nament play. As an organization, we are committed to 
delivering tennis programming when local authorities 
have assessed the situation and determined that its 
appropriate to return to play.

There have been numerous leagues and tournaments 
affected by the suspension – many tournaments have 
been canceled, along with several league seasons. We 
anticipate that we will still be able to offer some leagues 
this summer, but at the time of this publication, nothing 
has yet been finalized. 

USTA Colorado will continue to update league and 
tournament opportunities via our website, and will also 
communicate upcoming play options for youth.

While it is too early to know definitively when sanc-
tioned tennis will return, our entire organization is 
working closely with both public and private facilities 
to make the return to play when restrictions have been 
lifted and it is appropriate to do so.

tennisindustryunited.com

Deadline for USTA Facility Recovery Grants is 
June 12

The USTA Facility Recovery Grants program was created to 
assist facilities defray some of the tennis-related costs associated 
with reopening in 2020 if your facility closed due to the impact 
of COVID-19. 

Whether membership-based or public, the facility must be 
open to the public for play and/or programming, and these grants 
must be used for tennis-related costs for equipment, cleaning 
and sanitizing or other tennis-related expenses that you’ll need 
to reopen, once local, state, and federal guidelines allow. Funding 
is limited.

The following facilities have already received help through the 
grants:

City of Colorado Springs/Springs Tennis
Colorado Athletic Club-Inverness
Colorado Athletic Club-Monaco
Denver Tennis Park
Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness
Tennis Center at Steamboat Springs
APEX Parks & Recreation
Club Greenwood
Ken Caryl Ranch Metro Recreation District
Rocky Mountain Tennis Center
South Suburban Parks & Recreation District
James M Swiggart JCC Tennis Center
Rolland Moore Racquet Complex
Hitman Tennis Management
Bow Mar Tennis Club
Estes Valley Recreation & Parks District (Stanley Park)
Homestead Owners Association
Snowmass Club
The Club at Flying Horse

Submit applications online at tennisindustryunited.com.

"USTA Colorado shares the concern of doing all we can to protect the health and 
well-being of Coloradans. 

When it is appropriate for people to return and engage in recreation and 
sport, we respectfully ask you to recognize that tennis already incorporates 
certain key elements (i.e. social distancing) and can be made even safer when 
thoughtful guidelines are followed." 

Excerpt from a letter sent 
by USTA Colorado 

to public officials across 
the state in early May, 
advocating for tennis.

Read the full letter online 
at coloradotennis.com

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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Try to stay at least six feet 
apart from other players.

Do not make physical contact with them 
(such as shaking hands or a high five)

Between points, use your
racquet/foot to pick up balls 

and hit them to your opponent.
Avoid using your hands also when 
returning balls to another court.

Changing side of the court.
When changing sides of court, adhere to 

physical distancing guidelines.

Avoid touching your face after 
handling a ball, racquet or

 other equipment.
Wash your hands promptly if you have touched 

your eyes, nose or mouth.

Playing singles or doubles.
Playing singles can help prevent incidental 

contact and unwanted proximity. When playing 
doubles, try to avoid all incidental contact.

Wash your hands thoroughly 
or use a hand sanitizer before, 

during, and after play.

Clean and wipe down your 
equipment, including racquets 

and water bottles.
Use new balls and a new grip, if possible.

Use only your own towels 
and water bottles.

Avoid sharing food and touching common 
surfaces such as court gates, fences, benches, 

score-keepers, etc.

©2020 USTA & USTA Colorado. All rights reserved

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://rennersports.com
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THEBUZZ

In Memoriam
Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame member Lt Colonel Don Willsie, a mainstay of 

tennis umpiring in southern Colorado, passed away at the age of 91 at his home in 
Colorado Springs. In 2013, he received the USTA Nicholas E. Powel Award at the US 
Open in recognition of the importance of officiating at the local level.

2020 marks the 20th anniversary of 
Colorado’s Tennis Hall of Fame. This 
year’s Gala celebrated past inductees 
as well as welcomed long-time Aspen 
resident Gigi Fernandez.

Above: Gigi Fernandez reflected on her 
decision to move to and train in Aspen 
as pivotal to her success. She won 
16 of her 17 major titles and both 
Olympic golds during the time she called 
Colorado home.  

Left: Subaru is the longtime official 
vehicle of USTA Colorado and proud sup-
porter of Racquets for All. Gently used 
racquets were collected in the back of 
this Subaru Outback during the Gala. 
The racquets will be refurbished and 
then put in the hands of those in need.

Below: Hall of Fame members from past 
classes join Gigi Fernandez to celebrate 
20 years of the Colorado Hall of Fame.

Relive the evening on our 
Facebook page

Above: Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation President Cindy McLemore 
shares the stage with scholarship recipient Lyric Newsome. Lyric was 
featured in this year's CYTF video showing how tennis has helped her 
thrive in life.

Scenes from the 2020 Colorado 
Tennis Hall of Fame Gala

The Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame cel-
ebrated 20 years at its annual Gala on 
February 8 in Denver. More than 450 people 
came out to ring in this important mile-
stone that featured only a single induction 
into Hall of Fame:  Gigi Fernandez, 17-time 
Grand Slam doubles champion and two-
time Olympic gold medalist. The event also 
welcomed the return of several dozen Hall 
of Famers who received a commemorative 
member pin. 

As always, the event also highlighted 
local players, coaches and volunteers for 
their achievements in tennis, as well as 
service to sport through USTA Colorado’s 
Annual Awards and special recognitions. The 
Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation netted 
more than $50,000 from the Gala, which will 
help kids from under-resourced communi-
ties gain access to tennis.

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com


CO
LO

R
A

D
O

TE
N

N
IS

 •
 S

PR
IN

G
 2

0
20

11COLORADOTENNIS.com

Why we love our partners at Subaru
As longtime official vehicle of USTA Colorado, Subaru 

helps grow tennis across the state through the partnership. 
And so it’s not surprise that they’re stepping up in big way 
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

The pandemic that is devastating our country has left 
hundreds of thousands out of work and unable to feed 
themselves or their families. Subaru decided to help. 
Through the Subaru Love Promise, a commitment to sup-
port our communities, Subaru and its retailers across the 
country are making a donation to provide 50 million meals 
to Feeding America. This action, called Subaru Loves to 
Help, will make meals available at 199 local food banks 
across the country. In addition, Subaru retailers will be 
working to see how else they can help these local food 
banks, including food drives, donations and volunteer 
events.

USTA Colorado's Rise to the Possible 
Exhibit wins local, international acclaim

The fourth installment of USTA Colorado's Breaking the 
Barriers Exhibit: Rise to the Possible, has earned several 
marketing industry awards, including the Fourteeners Award 
and the Communicator Award for 2020.

Inspired by the vision, dedication and legacy of Vicky 
Matarazzo, a long-time USTA Colorado volunteer and Volunteer 
Tennis Director for Special Olympics Colorado, USTA Colorado 
launched the fourth installment of the critically acclaimed 
Breaking the Barriers portrait series, celebrating adaptive tennis 
pioneers, contributors and rising stars in Colorado. 

Led by Paula McClain, USTA Colorado Marketing and 
Diversity Director, who envisioned and produced the four 
Breaking the Barriers projects, and captured by Pulitzer 
prize-winning photojournalist, Barry Gutierrez, who deliv-
ered his stunning craftsmanship to the collection of color-
ful portraits expressing inspiration. 

The Fourteeners Award is presented by The Marketing Alliance 
and the Colorado Chapter of the American Marketing Association. 
Breaking the Barriers was a Silver Winner, recognizing Creativity, 
Production, Strategy and Results.

BTB also earned the Communicator Award of Excellence from 
the Academy of Interactive & Visual Arts in the Campaign-Cause 
Marketing category. The Communicator Awards is the leading 
international awards program recognizing big ideas in marketing 
and communications. Founded nearly three decades ago, The 
Communicator Awards receives over 6,000 entries from compa-
nies and agencies of all sizes, making it one of the largest awards 
of its kind in the world. 

USTA Colorado is extremely proud of the work that went into 
the exhibit, and thanks the many people whose vision and efforts 
delivered such a moving and inspiring event.

USTA Colorado welcomes new board 
members, Executive Committee

Five new names have been added to the list of USTA 
Colorado board members, replacing the retiring board 
members whose terms had all expired after 10 years of 
service (see SPOTLIGHT, p16) 

The new additions are: Ken Caryl Ranch tennis profes-
sional Leslie Davis (Lakewood), former Denver Tennis 
Club pro and tournament director Mark Scruggs (Denver), 
long-time boys/girls coach at Poudre HS and JTT pro-
moter Laura Ecton (Fort Collins), Marc Knutila (Colorado 
Springs), Tennis Program Director for the city of Colorado 
Springs, Bethany Brookens (Greenwood Village), CHSAA 
tennis commissioner and former USTA Intermountain 
Player Development Director.

USTA Colorado's newly elected Executive Committee 
are: Carolyn Peters (Denver)/President; Gonzo Garcia 
(Boulder)/Vice President; Susan Bolton (Arvada)/
Secretary; Laurie Anderson (Johnstown)/Treasurer.

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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STA Colorado is very 
excited to welcome 

our new USTA School 
Tennis Specialist, Diane 
Brooks, who recently 
relocated from the beach-
es of northern California 
(where she held a simliar 
position at USTA NorCal) 
to the beautiful eastern 
plains of Colorado. Her 
40+ years of experience 
of growing tennis will 
no doubt be a welcome 
addition to our team.

“My enthusiasm for 
teaching both kids and 
adults is ultimately to get 
them onto a team. Once 
they do that, they're 
hooked!” 

Diane was named 2019 
USTA NorCal Outstanding 
Community Development 
Volunteer, and was nomi-
nated for the prestigious 
Eve Kraft Award, which 
honors volunteer tennis 
leaders for significant 
contributions made to 
tennis development in 
their respective commu-
nities. 

Now, Diane brings that 
passion to Colorado's 
rural schools, where she's 
thrilled to be able to 
share her love of tennis.

or Chris Croxton, 
General Manager of 

the Denver Tennis Park, 
tennis is more than a 
sport. It’s at the core of 
who he is, and why he’s 
committed to giving oth-
ers opportunities to get 
involved.

“Tennis can be a huge 
part of a healthy life,” 
Chris said. “It’s changed 
who I’ve become, in every 
aspect of my life.”

After a free tennis les-

lbert Einstein said, 
“Creativity is intelli-

gence having fun.” Such 
is the life philosophy of 
the Galyardt family – 
Wes, Carrie, Carter (17), 
Bridger (15) and Faith 
(12) – who are finding 
creative ways to play 
together and bring value 
to their community dur-
ing these tough times.

The Galyardt clan are 
a tight-knit tennis family 
who decided to use the 

son in 7th grade inspired 
him, Chris played at 
Denver East High School, 
then at Pomona College. 
His career has spanned 
several local facilities and 
now DTP, a facility deeply 
committed to developing 
youth through tennis.

Describing tennis as 
a way to help develop 
different life skills, as 
well as a great way to 
make relationships, Chris 
wants to reach kids who 
wouldn’t otherwise have 
the opportunity to play.

“Whether someone 
only wants to play recre-
ationally, or be the next 
great player, I just want 
them to be able to fit ten-
nis in their life."

stay-at-home time to do 
some good. 

Bridger (a fresh-
men at Rocky Mountain 
High School and a Team 
Colorado member) and 
Faith spearheaded a no-
parents involved initiative 
creating fun YouTube vid-
eos for kids to keep them 
busy and having fun. 

“We started doing 
them because I thought 
all the kids needed to get 
some exercise and have 
some fun,” Bridger said 
of the videos. A Team 
Colorado mentor he’s 
always enjoyed helping 
younger players. “I’ve 
always thought mentor-
ing was fun — it’s a cool 
opportunity.”

BRIDGERGALYARDT DIANEBROOKS CHRISCROXTON

presented by MidFirst Bank is one of the largest privately owned banks and this combination of size and private ownership provides our 
customers with a special brand of banking. We are a strong supporter of the communities we serve, investing time and money 
in important educational, charitable and civic organizations. Our volunteerism is powered by our employees from all of the 
communities in which we live and share with our customers. MidFirst Bank is a proud partner of USTA Colorado.

Full interviews can be found online at coloradotennis.com. 
Previous episodes of HighFIVE can also be found there.

by KATIENEWELLHIGHFIVE • EPISODE 37

ringing the game of 
tennis to those who 

may not have had the 
opportunity before has 
been a long time passion 
for Diane Vartuli, recently 
retired Assistant Coach 
of Arapahoe High School 
and tremendous propo-
nent of the Racquets for 
All Program.

Diane is primarily 
responsible for the AHS 
team winning the High 
School Challenge seven 

times (a friendly compe-
tition among all Colorado 
high schools to see which 
can collect and donate 
the most racquets to 
the program). Through 
her leadership, over 500 
players in need of equip-
ment have gained the 
opportunity to play.

Coaching AHS players 
for the last four years as 
well as being mom to two 
former varsity players – 
Michael and Julia – instill-
ing confidence through 
strategic play is what 
drives her commitment.

“Tennis is a lifelong 
sport and so much fun. 
My goal is to help people 
develop a passion for the 
game,” Diane said.

DIANEVARTULI

buor Kristyn Wykert, 
Assistant Director 

at The Tennis Center at 
Steamboat Springs, using 
her skills and passion 
for the game is about 
doing more than creat-
ing better tennis players, 
it’s about creating a more 
connected and cohesive 
community in Steamboat  
through tennis.

Kristyn grew up in 
Wyoming and attended 
Colorado Mesa University. 

After coaching at 
the local high school, 
she now heads up the 
SERVES Program for 
the Steamboat Tennis 
Association’s NJTL pro-
gram. Her mission as a 
USTA Colorado Tennis 
Specialist is simple: grow 
young lives through ten-
nis.

Her current position 
gives her the opportunity 
to connect with as many 
young people as possi-
ble, to "bring a culture of 
family and community for 
under-resourced children 
in Steamboat.” she said. 

“I want us to build each 
other up both on and off 
the tennis court.”

KRISTYNWYKERT

fa f

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://www.colorado.usta.com/cta/news/buzz/highfive/
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http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://clubgreenwood.com
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•  TENNIS, BASKETBALL & MULTI-
USE COURTS

•  REPAIRS, RESURFACING & 
CONSTRUCTION

• ALL COURTS, ALL SURFACES

• ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT

• FREE ESTIMATES

• SERVING COLORADO SINCE 1970

(303) 423-4303         www.coatingsinc.net

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://coatingsinc.net
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Tennis
Center

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

RMTennisCenter.com • 303.449.5033

RMTC, Now Featuring
Beautiful Italian Red Clay.

•  15 courts, including 5 seasonal indoor

•  Featuring a beautiful new
   Italian Red Clay Tech show court!

•  Award winning club

•  Award winning PTA/PTR and
   Net Generation Certi�ed coaching sta�

•  Year-Round programs for Adults and Juniors

•  Our renowned High Performance Program

•  Wheelchair Tennis for kids and adults

•  13 USTA tournaments each year 

•  UTR Facility and Programs

•  NON -STOP TENNIS FOR EVERYONE!

We Will 
Get Through This Together.

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://rmtenniscenter.com
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ngela Finan recalls the positive impression the USTA 
Colorado staff made on her when she reached out to learn 
about its programs and leagues. That experience for Finan, 
when she moved to Colorado 16 years ago, turned into a 

volunteer opportunity and later a position on the USTA Colorado 
board of directors.

“The staff patiently answered my questions and made me feel 
welcomed,” recalls Finan, a volunteer coordinator at Peak to Peak 
Charter School in Lafayette and a board member for the USTA 
Intermountain Section. “That experience made a positive impres-
sion that I never forgot.”

Passionate. Selfless. Creative. Giving. 
Volunteering your time as a member of an organization’s board 

of directors can be described in the aforementioned adjectives, but 
those are only words. 

USTA Colorado's board is structured with terms that are stag-
gered to limit the number of departures the organization will have 
at any one time. Some board members serve one or two terms 
(each term being 3-years) and some serve more — but USTA 
Colorado bylaws limit members to 10 consecutive years on the 
board. So even though 4-5 members in a given year can depart, it’s 
unusual to have five members retire at once, all whom have served 
the maximum. 

Nora Harrison, Dave Hill, Bill Trubey, Ron Steege and Finan all 
brought their talents to USTA Colorado in 2010, ensuring that the 
23,000 USTA members and other tennis enthusiasts throughout the 
state were able to thrive during a decade’s worth of tennis growth. 
It is their love of the sport that continues to make USTA Colorado 
so special.

“There are a remarkable number of experienced and talented 
individuals (volunteers, staff, providers, coaches) who care deeply 
about our sport as well as for those who play it here in Colorado,” 
says Finan, who is originally from Chicago. “Even after a decade of 
volunteering, I continue to be fascinated by the journeys and the 

stories of what brought people to tennis, its impact on their lives 
and what drives them to share their passion and experience with 
others.”

Ron Steege
Steege, the director of tennis at Club Greenwood in Greenwood 

Village, says he learned that there are many layers to the hard work 
that is going on all over Colorado to attract players and keeping 
them involved.

“I saw things through an entirely different lens from what I’m 
used to,” Steege says of his time on the board. “During my time on 
the board, I’ve seen so many inspirational stories about how tennis 
changes and actually saves lives. Tennis is so much deeper than I 
realized. It has inspired me to want to do more.”

Dave Hill
Hill, a guitarist with two published CDs, says former Colorado 

SPOTLIGHT
by TOMFASANO

A

ANGELAFINAN

RONSTEEGE DAVEHILL

THANKS FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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State University legendary tennis coach Jon 
Messick, and USTA executive director Fritz 
Garger made a tremendous impact on him. 
He says Messick is one of his most important 
mentors in life and tennis.

“Jon Messick inspired and recommended 
me to the board over 10 years ago,” says Hill. 
“Jon and I worked on many tennis tourna-
ments together as tournament directors, 
and we both served on the board of the Fort 
Collins Tennis Association.”

Hill, a senior project manager at SADA, 
headquartered in North Hollywood, CA, says 
serving on the board increased his aware-
ness of just how much the staff of USTA 
Colorado do and produce each and every 
year.

“From leagues, diversity and inclusion, 
community outreach, rankings, fundraising 
for youth tennis, and so much more,” Hill 
says. “All done with the inspiring leader-
ship of Fritz Garger and his amazing staff. I 
consider Fritz Garger to be one of the most 
important role models of my life. His opera-
tional and policy leadership is unmatched. 
His kindness, efficiency, caring approach to 
everything from budget management to 
listening to board members’ feedback and 
input have been inspiring.”

Bill Trubey
Trubey, a retiree who recently moved 

to Tucson, AZ, says Rob Scott, the USTA 
Colorado board president at the time, asked 
if he could lend a hand on the board as a 
special contributor for wheelchair tennis.

“Of course I said yes, but was flattered 
and humbled that he’d ask as I didn’t have 
any business-wide experience in the tennis 
industry as most have who serve on the 
board,” Trubey says.

That didn’t stop Trubey from learning from 
others on how to interact constructively dur-
ing meetings, and how best to look at the 
big picture.

“In a very small way, I’m proud I was able 
to steer the organization forward in develop-
ing good communications platforms/ideas 
and those proverbial water-cooler sessions 
talking to staff and board members about 
the nuances of wheelchair tennis,” he says.

Nora Harrison
Harrison has been teaching tennis profes-

sionally for more than 30 years and says she 
still loves every single minute of it. Harrison 
says she learned from her experience on the 
board that decisions and proposals take a lot 
of research and feedback before final deci-
sions are made on projects/goals.

“Board members carry a great responsi-
bility to the growth of tennis in the state,” 
says Harrison,” an Elite USPTA tennis pro-
fessional and adult league coordinator at 
Meadows Swim and Tennis Club in Boulder. 
“I was honored to be involved with a group 
of members from diverse backgrounds and 
experience in the planning, implementation 
and growth of the game.” 

Married to Charlie Warner, another dedi-
cated tennis teaching professional, Harrison 
says she took pride in her role on the board 
by her contribution to the growth of tennis in 
the state for all things that is tennis.

“My involvement on the board allowed 
me many wonderful, amazing experiences, 
opened up opportunities to share my tennis 
teaching skills as a USTA Tennis Specialist 
and be involved in many volunteer oppor-
tunities,” says Harrison. “I had the opportu-
nity to meet tennis pioneers/celebrities both 
nationally and locally like Katrina Adams, 
Lori McNeil, Chanda Rubin, Todd Martin and 
Bonnie Champion.”

Relationships key to success
That first impression of USTA Colorado 

meant so much for Finan that it eventually 
turned into lasting relationships.

“I am proud of the relationships we have 
built and the work we have accomplished as 
a team over the past 10 years,” Finan says. 
“I am certainly proud to have played a part 
in making tennis accessible to anyone who 
has a desire to play. Pioneers led the way 
to ensure tennis is a sport of inclusion. That 
spirit and commitment is very much alive in 
Colorado.” 

Steege, who will continue to serve as 
the Colorado District rep on the ITA Board, 
isn’t sure if he can narrow it down to one 
or two things when asked what his most 
proud moments were during his tenure on 
the board. 

“The relationships I’ve developed with all 
of the other board members I’ve served with 
over the years are priceless,” Steege says. 
“I have learned from all of them and really 
appreciate the opportunity I had to get to 
know them better and see their great con-
tributions around the state. I’ve loved every 
minute of it and have developed a ton of 
respect for all of the other board members. 
The work Fritz Garger is doing as our execu-
tive director is second to none. Colorado 
Tennis is in great hands!”

A lifetime of experience
 Garger smiles when asked about the five 

retiring board members. 
"They literally represent 50 years of ser-

vice to our organization! Each one of them 
has brought a unique and invaluable per-
spective to the Board’s governance." 

Tennis in Colorado has benefitted tremen-
dously from these leaders, he says. 

"Few will ever know the passion and dedi-
cation, the skill and expertise, the care and 
commitment each of them has made to all 
aspects of our sport and its governance here 
in Colorado. This group is a real gift to tennis 
— and we’re incredibly grateful for all they’ve 
done."   	—CT

NORAHARRISONBILLTRUBEY

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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Rotating weekly tennis program at 4 locations 
across the Denver/Boulder metro area.

 $20/clinic:   Introductory price. 
  Financial assistance available 

 Age:  18 years & younger

 Days/Times: Sundays, 11am-1pm

NET GENERATION
JUNIOR WCT INITIATIVE
JULY 5, AUGUST 2
ROCKY MOUNTAIN TENNIS CENTER
 Boulder • 303/449-5033

JULY 12, AUGUST 9 
APEX TENNIS CENTER
 Arvada • 303/420-1210

JULY 19, AUGUST 26 
DENVER TENNIS PARK
 Denver • 303/351-5045

JULY 26, AUGUST 23 
HIGHLANDS RANCH COMMUNITY ASSOC
 Highlands Ranch • 303/471-8996

8/9-9/27 STEAMBOAT SPRINGS TENNIS CENTER
 Steamboat Springs • 970/897-8400

For more information/registration: 
KENDALL@RMTENNISCENTER.COM

TENNIS FOR KIDS WITH 
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES!

Dates subject to change pending local health ordinances

PRE-REGISTRATIAON

 IS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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To find one of our 20+ Denver-area locations, visit sprouts.com
18454

Sprouts is a one-of-a-kind market full of fantastic finds.  
With the most abundant selection of delicious produce  

and bins and barrels of scoopable bulk treats,  
you’re bound to fall in love.

HEALTHY LIVING
FOR LESS!

®

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://sprouts.com
http://www.line-3.com
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http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://randyrosstennis.com


CO
LO

R
A

D
O

TE
N

N
IS

 •
 S

PR
IN

G
 2

0
20

21COLORADOTENNIS.com

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://www.sportcourtoftherockies.com/
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his note is on behalf of all of us at USTA Colorado. Our entire 
tennis community has been impacted by this pandemic. 
Some have lost loved ones, some have lost jobs, and some 
have seen financial losses like never before. All of us have 

been affected. Like many of you have undoubtedly discov-
ered, it has been extremely difficult to navigate waters that 
contain so many unknowns and variables. In an attempt to 
accommodate all those we serve – Providers, Pros, Players, 
Parents, Sponsors, Advertisers – we’re trying to be as flexible 
and nimble as possible. 

We are in this together, and we’re trying to minimize the 
negatives and build off the positives that come from this 
situation. USTA National, our Section and Colorado have col-
lectively worked to provide meaningful assistance throughout 
this pandemic. This includes: research/information gathering 
and distribution, along with collaborative efforts and funding 
to support those in need. USTA and all its affiliates will con-
tinue our outreach efforts, communicating with those involved 
in our sport to assist in a variety of ways.

At this point in time, we don’t know the trajectory or dura-
tion of this crisis. No one does. In the midst of incredibly 
challenging times, we are all being constantly reminded and 
encouraged to look for the silver-linings. 

We want to thank everyone for your patience and under-
standing. We appreciate your dedication and support of ten-
nis in general and our association in particular. When the time 
comes and we’re able to return to the court, we encourage 
everyone to exercise the highest degree of concern for those 
around them – our partners, our opponents, facility staff, etc.

While our sport prides itself on good sportsmanship, dem-
onstrating the utmost courtesy and respect for others will play 
an even larger role as we move forward. 

As with all aspects of getting out and engaging (even when 
social distancing) in times like these, there is an assumption 
of risk. Certain precautions and measures can reduce the risk, 
but it’s there. USTA National and their medical task force team 
have developed recommendations for both facility operations 
and players, designed to make tennis safer (see our cover 
story). 

The USTA recommendations stress the importance of 
adhering to your respective local health/CDC protocols and 
guidelines as they take precedence over all others, and many 
times are different from one city to another, and even from 
one facility to another. Please be prepared to adhere to what-
ever policies are in place wherever you’re playing. 

We hope the end of the tunnel is in sight, and while we are 
optimistic, it’s hard to know what we don’t know. We’re still 
in a state where much remains unclear. Our goal is to be pre-
pared so we can deliver our sanctioned events, activities and 
services in an efficient and effective manner. 

Tennis is one of the best recreational activities around. We 
anticipate the core players will get engaged like they always 
do, and that there may be a new wave of enthusiasts who will 
discover tennis due to this crisis. The mental, emotional, physi-
cal, cognitive and social benefits of the game are invaluable. 
We hope you are safe and healthy, and that you continue to 
be so in the months and years ahead. –FG

BIGCHAIR
by FRITZGARGER

T

Jarret Sutphin:
Jarret previous-

ly worked for USTA 
Colorado for six years 
before taking some time 
to explore other ven-
tures.  

"For the past four 
years I worked at a local 
brewery, Lariat Lodge 
Brewing Company, in 
every capacity.  I was a 
manager and bartender 
at the first location, and then helped to open their second 
location in Ken Caryl last year where I became a full-time 
brewer." 

Working in the brewing industry helped Jarret to gain 
skills of thinking on his feet and handling curveballs at 
every corner, plus knowing how to make beer doesn’t hurt 
either! He is excited to come back to USTA Colorado and 
get back involved in the sport he loves and industry he went 
to school for, graduating from Flagler College with a Sport 
Management degree.

"Jarret was an outstanding member of our league depart-
ment in the past, and we’re lucky to have him back with us 
once again," says Rogers. "He brings tremendous enthusiasm 
and knowledge, and has been working diligently throughout 
the stay-at-home period."

Mary Brennan:
"I am from a small 

town in Northern Illinois 
called Wauconda (Not 
Wakanda, the fictional 
country in the movie 
Black Panther)", she says.

Mary grew up on a lake 
and has a deep love for 
fishing, boating, swim-
ming and the outdoors in 
general. Her dog's name 
is Dallas, a 6-year-old 
Blue Heeler that she res-
cued. Dallas loves tennis 
almost as much as Mary 
does because he gets all the used tennis balls! 

Mary's tennis career started in high school and moved 
to the west to play at Colorado Mesa University in Grand 
Junction. She graduated with a Sports Management degree 
and has been working in recreation ever since."

"Mary’s experience in the tennis industry as a player and 
facility coordinator will help her as she moves into a District 
League Coordinator position for USTA Colorado," said Jason 
Rogers, USTA Colorado's League Programs Director. "Her 
hardworking character and friendly disposition are a perfect 
fit for our organization."

USTA COLORADO 
WELCOMES...

...BACK...

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
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SUBARU believes it is important to do its part in making a positive impact in the world 
because it is the right thing to do. Guided by their Subaru Love Promise, the company’s 
vision is to show love and respect to everyone, and to support its communities and 
customers nationwide. Being more than a car company, Subaru is a proud supporter of 
Racquets for All, Diversity & Inclusion programming, and USTA Colorado’s Adult League 
Championship Series.

subaru.com

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR ANNUAL SPONSORS
USTA Colorado is proud to partner with the following companies that help us promote and develop 

the growth of tennis in our state throughout the year.

MidFirst Bank’s portfolio of services effectively competes with those of larger 
banks, but its people and culture provide customers with the service and flexibility of 
a community bank. As longtime official bank partner of USTA Colorado, MidFirst Bank 
presents our HighFive feature in Colorado Tennis agazine.

midfirst.com

Sprouts Farmers Market offers fresh, natural, and organic food at great prices. 
Sprouts loves to inspire, educate and empower every person to eat healthier and live a 
better life. As USTA Colorado’s official grocery partner, Sprouts provides healthy living tips 
to players throughout the tennis season.  

sprouts.com

LINE 3 is a Colorado sports lifestyle brand that celebrates competition and camaraderie. 
LINE 3 offers a unique variety of tennis themed clothing and accessories, including 
USTA Colorado’s official apparel line - PLAY CO where a percentage of sales benefit the 
Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation.  

line-3.com

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://subaru.com
http://midfirst.com
http://sprouts.com
http://line-3.com
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   BCAE GAMESETMATCHINC.COM
We provide stringing & tune-up services for many local pro shops. Ask about yours! 

285
Belleview

Bowles
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Coal Mine

GAME-SET-MATCH
CENTENNIAL
8280 S. Quebec St., Suite A 
Centennial, CO 80112

303.790.1991
County Line

Dry Creek

Yosem
ite

Q
uebec

Yale Ave

U
niversity B

lvd

Iliff Ave

Evans Ave

GAME-SET-MATCH
DENVER/U HILLS
2480 S. Colorado Blvd.
Denver, CO 80222

303.394.1991

GAME-SET-MATCH
FOOTHILLS 
5894 S. Zang St., Suite A  
Littleton, CO 80127

303.904.1991

GAME-SET-MATCH
BOULDER
2425 Canyon Blvd, Suite C
Boulder, CO 80302
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NEW LOCATION

TOP 10
GAME-SET-MATCH, INC. TODAY

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR RACQUET SPORTS GEAR!

REASONS TO VISIT 

1 FRESH, CLEAN GRIPS – Replace your grip to be safe - let’
s keep it cl

ean

2 NEW STRINGS – strings lose tension even when you don’t play on them and should be replaced every
 6 months

3 NEW RACQUET, SHOES & APPAREL – new releases h
ave arrived

4 WILD MARKDOWNS

5 DEMO RACQUET PROGRAM – sanitized grips and up
 to a $30 credit applied towards a new purchase

6 RACQUET TRADE-IN PROGRAM – we will reward you with a $25 credit toward a new racquet

7 FRIENDLY AND KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF – happy to see y
ou & help you get back to d

oing what you love

8 GIANT SELECTION – four convenient an
d beautiful sto

res where you can actua
lly try on the product

9 24-HOUR GUARANTEED RACQUET TURNAROUND – Get your racquet re-strung in 24 hours or less

10 TENNIS IS BACK

http://coloradotennis.com/cta/website.asp
http://www.coloradotennis.com
http://tennisdenver.net

