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Proposal for Jr. Team Tennis Change/Innovation  

February 1, 2014 

Overall Goal: To exponentially grow Jr. Team Tennis by increasing our retention rate and attracting new 

players.  

Priority 1: Improve the individual and team experience by increasing play opportunities at the 

appropriate level.  

Priority 2: Create a quality product that is simple, consistent, easy to market and implement.   

Priority 3: Provide education and resources to accomplish the above priorities. 

Statement of Problem 

Although U10 has grown and the division consists of 20% of the total participation, over the last 5 years, 
Jr. Team Tennis has not experienced significant growth.  
Below is a look at historical data: 

Year 
Unique 

Participants 

2009 56,229 

2010 63,783 

2011 69,460 

2012 71,341 

2013 68,942 

 
There are 1.7 million frequent players in the United States 18 and under and 70,000 play Jr. Team 
Tennis.  Over 355,000 players play high school tennis and 38,720 (14s & 18s divisions) are playing Jr. 
Team Tennis.  Simply put, we do not have enough juniors playing Jr. Team Tennis. 

Objective 
Increase the number of play opportunities  
Decrease the length of individual matches 
Improve the overall experience for players, coaches and parents 
 
Recommendations 
For 8 and Under and 10 and Under Divisions (Entry/Intermediate/Advanced):   
Implement non-gender specific leagues (two options), shorten scoring format and increase amount of 
individual matches per team match.  
 

Age Division 8s  10s 

Match Time 1 hr. to 1 hr. 15 min. 1 hr. 30 min. to 1 hr. 45 min.                         

Team Composition  Minimum of 4 

 Gender Neutral 

 (To maximize play opportunities using 

 Minimum of 4  

 (To maximize play 
opportunities using the 
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the prescribed format, the 
recommended maximum is 6) 

 Forfeits only occur if a team has less 
than 3 players 

prescribed format, the 
recommended maximum is 6) 

 Gender Neutral 

 Forfeits only occur if a team has 
less than 3 players 

Match Format  Gender Neutral 

 Multiple match format that guarantees 
each player has 3 matches 

 Doubles is optional 

 Gender Neutral 

 1 singles and 1 doubles per 
round 

 4 rounds total=4 doubles and 4 
singles per team match 

Scoring Format Entry and Intermediate: 
10 minute timed matches 
A tiebreak game 
 
Advanced: 
2 out of 3 Tiebreak Games 
 
 
Team match determined by total number of 
points won 
 

 
20 minute timed matches 
Game format with no-ad scoring 

or 
1 short set, win by 1 (play a game at 
3 games all) 
No-ad scoring 
 
Team match determined by total 
games won 
 
 
 

# of Courts 4-36 foot courts on 1 or 2, 78 foot courts *2 courts 

Ball Type  Recommending use of red ball 
 

 

 Recommending use of orange 
ball on 60' court for 10s (does 
not preclude use of green ball 
for 10s)  

 

Play Opportunities Minimum of 3 singles matches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For teams of 6 or less, each 
player will play a minimum of 
twice per team match 

 For teams of above 6 players, 
additional courts are 
recommended to create 
"practice" matches to 
guarantee every child plays 
twice per team match 

 No players should play singles 
more than once during a team 
match unless less than 4 
players are present on their 
team 

 Any players who did not play 
singles during that team match 
must be first priority for the 
next match they play 
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*If teams have more than 6 players, extra 
courts are suggested 
 

 
*If teams have more than 6 players, 
3 courts is suggested.  Each round 
the 3rd court will be used for 
"exhibition" singles matches or 
doubles matches 
 

Defaults A minimum of 3 players is required for each 
match 
 

 A minimum of 3 players is 
required for each match 

 If only 2 players are present 
from one team, there will be a 
total of 2 defaults per team 
match (both are doubles). 
Match format will switch to 1 
doubles, 2 singles, 1 doubles 
and 2 singles 

 When only 2 players are 
present from a team, a 
"practice" match should be 
played with players from the 
opposing team during the 1 
doubles match 

Length of Season 4-8 weeks 4-8 weeks 

 
 
 
Rationale 
Most organized youth sports programs for children 10 and under are gender neutral.  Shifting from a co-
ed format to gender neutral would make it easier to form teams and maximize the amount of 
participants.   
9 sections conducted orange ball pilots in 2013.  The consensus was the format allowed for more playing 

opportunities and players, parents, coaches and coordinators had a positive experience.   

Based upon the success of the pilots, the USTA National Jr. Team Tennis Committee and Jr. Team Tennis 
Section Coordinators unanimously favored it.   
 
Implementation:  Championship Year 2015 
 
For all 12s -18s (Entry/Intermediate/Advanced) - pilot single gendered leagues (membership required) 

 

Rationale  

The USTA Jr. Team Tennis Committee is not yet ready to make a final recommendation to move from co-

ed formats to single gender for the local product.  The plan is to pilot and test the format in the field, 

analyze the results and then move towards making a recommendation by December 1st.  The committee 

will be looking for feedback on the ease of forming teams, the # of teams and players and play 

opportunities.  Pilots will occur during summer and early fall of 2014.   
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Age Division 12s – 18s  12s – 18s 

Match Time Approximately 2 hours 1 hr. 30. min to 1 hr. 45 min.                                                       
 

Team Composition  Minimum of 4 

 (To maximize play opportunities using 
the prescribed format, the 
recommended maximum is 6) 

 Single Gender 

 Forfeits only occur if a team has less 
than 3 players 

 Minimum of 4 

 (To maximize play 
opportunities using the 
prescribed format, the 
recommended maximum is 6) 

 Single Gender 

 Forfeits only occur if a team has 
less than 3 players 

Match Format  Single Gender 

 1 doubles and 1 singles per round 

 4 rounds total=4 doubles and 4 singles 
per team match 

 

 Single Gender 

 3 rounds total, Rounds 1 and 2 
are 1 doubles and 2 singles 
matches 

 Round 3 is 2 doubles matches 

Scoring Format 30 minute timed match with game format 
 
 

or 
 

1 set to 6 with no-ad, regular game played at 
5-5 

Team match determined by total number of 
games won 

 

30 minute timed match with game 
format 

 
or 
 

1 set to 6 with no-ad, regular game 
played at 5-5 

Team match determined by total 
games won 

# of Courts *2 courts 3 courts 

Ball Type  Recommending use of green or yellow 
ball for 12s 

 

 Recommending use of green or 
yellow ball for 12s  

 

Play Opportunities  For teams of 6 or less, each player 
will play a minimum of twice per 
team match 

 For teams of above 6 players, 
additional courts are recommended 
to create "practice" matches to 
guarantee every child plays twice 
per team match 

 No players should play singles more 
than once during a team match 
unless less than 4 players are 
present on their team 

 Any players who did not play singles 
during that team match must be 
first priority for the next match they 
play 
 

 For teams of 6 or less, each 
player will play a minimum of 
twice per team match 

 For teams of above 6 players, 
additional courts are 
recommended to create 
"practice" matches to 
guarantee every child plays 
twice per team match 

 No players should play singles 
more than once during a team 
match unless less than 4 
players are present on their 
team 

 Any players who did not play 
singles during that team match 
must be first priority for the 
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*If teams have more than 6 players, 3 courts 
is suggested.  Each round the 3rd court will 
be used for "exhibition" singles matches or 
doubles matches 
 

next match they play 
 

 

Defaults  A minimum of 3 players is required for 
each match 

 If only 2 players are present from one 
team, there will be a total of 2 defaults 
per team match (both are doubles). 
Match format will switch to 1 doubles, 2 
singles, 1 doubles and 2 singles 

 When only 2 players are present from a 
team, a "practice" match should be 
played with players from the opposing 
team during the 1 doubles match 

 

 If only 3 players are present 
from one team, there will be a 
total of 2 defaults per team 
match (1 doubles and 1 singles) 

 Match format will switch to 1 
doubles and 1 singles each 
round 

 When only 3 players are 
present from a team, a 
"practice" match should be 
played with players from the 
opposing team each round 

 

Length of Season 4-8 weeks 4-8 weeks 

 

 

Additional Recommendation from the USTA Jr. Alignment Team 

The USTA Jr. Alignment Team feels the USOC video being used for Safe Play is a barrier to increasing 

participation in JTT and recommends revisiting the use of this video in conjunction with Safe Play.  

 


