
 
 

GREENWOOD AREA TENNIS LOCAL REGULATIONS  
for USTA Spring League Tennis 

Adult 18 & Over and 40 & Over 55, 65, and 70 & Over  
League Year 2016 

 
0.00 INTRODUCTION 

0.01 USTA Greenwood Area Tennis Association has elected the Local League Coordinator.  
The Local League Coordinator has been approved and appointed by the USTA South Carolina 
Tennis Association to organize and coordinate all USTA League Tennis activities in the 
Greenwood Area League and in conjunction with the Executive Committee shall interpret the 
GATA Local League Tennis Regulations.  The LLC will be responsible for setting the deadline 
dates and add-on dates in TennisLink according to the rules of the Greenwood Area Tennis 
Association. 

 
0.02 All players and teams must abide by USTA League Tennis, USTA Southern Tennis 
and USTA South Carolina Rules and Regulations in addition to Greenwood Area Tennis 
Association Rules.  The GATA Rules and Regulations of GATA shall be the “Code of Play” for 
all matches.  Any situations not covered by the GATA Local Rules and Regulations will be 
decided in accordance with USTA League, USTA Southern and USTA South Carolina Rules 
and Regulations, which take precedence over GATA Rules and Regulations. 
 
0.03 The purpose of the GATA Rules, Regulations, and Information is to assure that fair play 
and good conduct is maintained; and to assist our League in rendering equity to all teams and 
players. 
 
0.04 Local League rules will be reviewed and revised as needed each year based on new 
USTA National, USTA Southern and USTA South Carolina regulations changes. 
 

0.05 Local League Rules and Regulations must be either distributed or made available 
electronically to Team Captains along with USTA League Regulations, Southern Tennis 
Regulations and USTA South Carolina Rules and Regulations before League Season begins. 

0.06 Paragraph numbering for the following sections are done in accordance with the 
paragraph numbering format of USTA League Tennis Regulations, USTA Southern Regulations 
and USTA South Carolina.  Topics addressed in specific paragraphs of these USTA South 
Carolina Regulations relate to the same topics in the same paragraphs of the aforesaid 
regulations.  National and Southern regulations have separate sections for Adult and Senior 
programs. However, Section 2.00 of these South Carolina Regulations relates to both programs. 

0.07 New regulations or changes in regulations are in RED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.0 GENERAL 

   



 

1.04C(3) Official Score Reporting  and Standings System. Each Section should establish deadlines 
and procedures for reporting scores on TennisLink. Unless otherwise established by Section, the initial 
entry of match scores into TennisLink must take place within 48 hours of the completion of the match. 
After scores have been entered into TennisLink, they must be confirmed by the opposing team within 
48 hours of the initial entry or the initial score will automatically be considered valid. 
 
1.04D(6)  Team: A deadline for Initial Roster will be set by the LLC. A legal roster date will be set so as 
to allow for singleton teams to find another league to play out of and to allow a minimum of two weeks 
non-singleton teams to become legal. A deadline will be set by the LLC for team registration.  An 
additional week will be given to allow the team to obtain a legal roster.  A legal roster is defined as 
having the minimum # of players to make a complete match (i.e. 6 players for Adult 55+, 65+ and 70+ 
and 8 players for Adult 18 & Over and 40 & Over with the exception of only 5 players for 2.5 and 5.0 
levels).   

 
Each team must have a captain listed on the Tennislink roster. A person may only be a captain/co-
captain of one team in each age group.  Unless approved from the Executive Team. 
 
1.04D(6)a Exceptions to Deadline:  If someone wishes to register a team and the deadline for team  
registration has passed but schedules have not been posted, the team may join if the LLC and all 
captains at that level already registered agree.   
 
1.04D(6)b Illegal Teams:  Once the date set by the LLC  has passed, if schedules need to be 
published and a team is not legal, the team may be dropped from the level and moved to an “extras” 
team.  Each player will be given the option to move to a different team as long as the captain of the 
other team agrees.  Players may not move to a different team once match play has begun for that level, 
unless approved by the State League Coordinator. 
 
1.04D(6)c  Roster Deadlines:   A player may be added up until the second to last scheduled match for 
that level.  Any player on a team must be on the roster before playing a match. 

1.04D(8) Team. The minimum number of players for Spring Adult for all levels except 2.5 and 5.0 is 
eight. The maximum number allowed on a Spring Adult team is sixteen for all levels except 2.5, and 
5.0. For 2.5 and 5.0 levels, the minimum is five and the maximum is ten. For  55, 65, 70, & Over, the 
minimum is six and maximum is twelve. Any exception to this must be approved by the Local League 
Coordinator.  
 
1.04E(1)  Registration Percentage Rule:  Any out of area players must be approved by the 
Executive Team. In order to be a legal team in Greenwood Area Tennis, you must have at least 60% 
Greenwood Area residents as defined by their address in TennisLink.  Greenwood Area is defined as 
all areas Greenwood Area Tennis Association is responsible for as described in the Greenwood Area 
Tennis Association Bylaws. 
 

           1.04E(2) Membership. 

All team members must be paid members of GATA, USTA South Carolina, and the USTA.  Dues will be 
determined for each season by the Local League Coordinator before the season starts.  The dues will 
include a portion payable to USTA South Carolina, GATA and a $3 usage fee to Tennis link. Dues will 
be refunded as approved by the Local League Coordinator. Fees for GATA will be $10 for all League 
programs. 

 1.04E(3) Age A player must be 18 years of age during the Calendar year in order to participate in the            
USTA League tennis Programs and in this league or any activities relating to this league. 



 

 
1.04F(1) Entry. 
 
1.04F(1)d Players who do not have a computer rating on file in TennisLink shall self-rate in accordance 
with the National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) Guidelines and complete the self-rating process on 
TennisLink when registering for a team. Failure to do so or omission of information regarding a player’s 
tennis history will subject the player, the captain and/or others who condoned inaccurate self-rating to 
sanctions and disqualification. 
 
 

1.04G(2)(c) During the South Carolina Local League Season a player may play on more than one NTRP level              
in Adult 18 & Over, 40 & Over, 55 & Over, 65 & Over, 70 & Over divisions in the same Local League during the 
same season.  
 

 1.04G(2)(d) 
 (1) A player may play at the same NTRP level in the same 18 & Over, 40 & Over, 55 & 

Over, 65 & Over, 70 & Over division on teams in separate Local Leagues in South Carolina 
during the same season.  

 
 
1.04G(2)e Players who qualify for South Carolina Adult State Championships may advance on more 
than one Adult team in the same League Season, but not at the same level of play.  
 
2.00 All USTA League Regulations in 1.00 GENERAL, 3.00 GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES and the 
following Regulations in this section shall apply to USTA League-Adult, 18 & Over, 40 & Over, 
55 & over, 65 & Over, and 70 & Over Division. 
 

           2.01 Local League. 
 
2.01A  Levels of Play.  The USTA League Tennis - Adult 18 & Over championship levels for this year 
are 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, and 5.0+.  For 40 & Over Age Division the NTRP levels are 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, and 
4.5+.  For 55 and 65 Age Divisions the NTRP levels are 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, and 9.0. For 70 & Over Age 
Division the NTRP levels are 3.0, 3.5, 4.0. 

  
 
2.01C Competition Format. 

2.01C(1) Round Robin.  Each team will play in a round robin competition with at least one other team 
at the same level.  Each team in a round robin must play every other team in the round robin at least 
once and an equal number of times.   

2.01C(1)a  Scheduling:  

1. Generation of Schedules:  The local league schedules will be generated by the Local 
League Coordinator. 

2. Publication of Schedules:  Schedules will be made available in TennisLink at least one 
week prior to the start of the season. 

3. Days and Times of Play:  Days of play are preset based on the previous year’s day. 
However, this may be changed with a unanimous vote from all captains that are 
currently playing the level and provided it works for league scheduling without causing 
conflicts.  If the day is changed, this will be considered the new “day of play” and cannot 
be changed the next year without going through the same process.  Please note: the 



 

LLC does have the authority to change the day / time of play for a flight if there are too 
many scheduling conflicts.  “Too many scheduling conflicts” is determined at the 
discretion of the LLC.  However, the LLC would only do this with a majority vote from 
the Executive Team and would offer a choice to the affected captains for another day / 
time.   

4. Number of Matches:  The LLC will determine the number of rounds a flight plays each 
season and will base the number on the amount of time allotted for completion of the 
season.  Once the rounds have been set by the LLC, the only way this can be changed 
is if there is a unanimous vote from all captains that are currently playing the level and 
provided it works for league scheduling without causing conflicts.   

Generally speaking, the following is what is scheduled: 

   2 Teams = 5 rounds 

   3 Teams = 3 rounds 

   4 Teams = 3 rounds 

   5 Teams = 2 rounds 

   6 Teams = 2 rounds 

   7 or more Teams = 1 round 

 
Important Note:  Local League will schedule through state / southern functions such as state 
championships or sectional championships to minimize the interruption in scheduling.  However, 
if a team has players that are part of a team advancing to state or sectionals they are allowed to 
reschedule all or part of the scheduled match that interferes with the state/sectional function  In 
the case of a reschedule, the rules provided in 2.01C(1)a 4 would be followed. If time does not 
allow for rescheduling of the match and there are enough players to play the match as 
scheduled it will be played as scheduled.    

 
2.01C(2) Team Match   
 
Format:  Adult (18 & Over and 40 & Over) Team matches will consist of two (2) Singles and three (3) 
doubles matches.  For the 2.5 and 5.0,the team match format will consist of one (1) singles and two (2) 
doubles matches.  The format for 55 & Over, 65 & Over, and 70 & Over is three (3) doubles matches. 
 

          The Home Team will provide one can of unopened (court appropriate) championship quality yellow balls 
for each individual match.  THE HOME TEAM IS DESIGNATED ON THE MATCH SCHEDULE. The Home 
team is also responsible for entering the match scores into TennisLink. 

2.01C(3)Scoring.  Scoring for all levels of play shall be determined by awarding one (1) point for each 
individual match won.  Therefore, spring team match scores are to be reported as 5-0, 4-1, 3-2, 2-3, 1-
4, 0-5.   

The winner of each level of play at the end of the season shall be determined by the team who has won 
the most team matches (1 point for each team match won) during the local league season.  All 
scheduled matches for the season must be played. The Default Clause is in effect for all teams. 



 

Procedures in the Event of a Tie. In the event of a tie at the end of the season, the tie shall be broken 
by the first of the following procedures that does so: 

A. Individual Matches: Winner of the most individual matches. 
B. Head to Head: Winner of head-to-head match 
C. Sets: loser of the fewest number of sets 
D. Games: loser of the fewest number of games 

                 (NOTE: Third set tiebreakers are considered as one (1) Set and one (1) game.) 

E. Toss of coin by Local League Coordinator 
 
2.01C(5)a Substitution.  In the event of illness, injury, disqualification, or no-show of a player prior to 
the start of an individual match (once the lineup has been exchanged) a team may substitute a player in 
the affected position within the 15 minute default time, using a player not already on the line up.  The 
substitute player must be at the courts. The default time (or lateness clock) starts when the match is 
scheduled.   The team receiving the default cannot change their line-up. 

 
2.01C(5)b Play Postponement.   
 
General Rules for all reschedules: 

1. Completed individual matches will stand as played. 
2. Incomplete matches must be continued by the same players and resumed at the exact set, game, 

and point as it stood when halted.  Play should preferably be halted at the end of a game. 
3. Any point played is always counted and never replayed. 
4. In the event that both captains concerning a make-up date can reach no agreement, the League 

Coordinator will specify if and when the match is to be made up.  His / her decision based on 
conversations with both captains will be FINAL. 

5. If a postponement is arranged between two captains because of court conflict, weather or other 
unforeseen events, the postponed time agreed upon is considered the new match time.  No further 
rescheduling can be done unless both captains agree to a new time. 

 
General Rules for Insufficient Court Availability (for clarification purposes): 
 
1. Definition of Insufficient Court Availability is if there is a physical limitation such as a facility only has 

three or four courts. For a facility that has more courts, it is assumed they are playable and 
available (local league schedules the courts) unless the Facility manager contacts the Local League 
Coordinator directly.   

2. If a facility does not have five courts available for matches that require five courts, then the Home 
Team Captain is responsible for contacting the Visiting Captain three days prior to the scheduled 
match to let them know how many courts are available at the scheduled match time.  Please note:  
three courts are required and there cannot be less than this to host teams.    

3. The Home Team Captain should inform the Visiting Captain what positions will be played at the 
scheduled time (no players’ names are required). 

4. The Home Team Captain and Visiting Captain should then discuss and agree on a rescheduled 
match time for the other positions taking court availability into account.  It is the Home Team 
Captain’s responsibility to be sure the courts are available before agreeing to a reschedule time.   

 
General Rules for Inclement Weather: 



 

1. If a match starts and is delayed by inclement weather(rain or temperature below 40), the teams 
must wait no longer than ONE (1) hour to resume.  If the courts are still not playable after ONE (1) 
hour, then the teams are free to leave and the captains must agree on a makeup date and time.  If 
the courts are located at a facility where staff is employed, the on-site staff member will determine 
whether the courts are playable or not.  Otherwise, the captains should attempt to come to a mutual 
decision taking the safety of their players in mind.  If no mutual agreement can be reached, the 
Home Team Captain will have the final say.  

2. If the temperature is below 40 at match time, either captain has the authority to implement the 
inclement weather policy. 

3. If an entire team match is postponed due to weather (i.e. no individual matches start), the captains 
will do a new line -up.  Therefore, defaults previously awarded will now be cancelled. 

4. If a match is rained out, notification must be sent to the League Coordinator along with the make-up 
date within 24 hours of the scheduled match. 

5. Rescheduling of the match due to inclement weather may be at the discretion of both Team 
Captains and should be within TWO (2) weeks of the scheduled match date. 

6. In the event that both captains concerning a make-up date can reach no agreement, the match will 
be set by the Coordinator (Probably Friday night at 7:30 or Saturday morning at 10AM). 

 
General Rules for any other rescheduling: 

1. Rescheduling of the match may be at the discretion of both Team Captains and are to be made up   
prior to the scheduled match date.  If the reschedule date is after, it must be approved by the 
Coordinator.  This rescheduled match must be made up before the next scheduled match or will be 
entered as a default by the team that asked for the reschedule. 

2.01G Scoring and Rest Individual matches will be the best two out of three sets with a Ten-point 
match tiebreak in place of a third set.  A TWELVE- [12 point tie break is the first to 7 ahead by 2 
(7/5)] point tiebreaker will be in effect for all sets that reach six- (6) all.  No coaching allowed. 
 

Each Captain should have a printed scorecard from Tennislink at the match. The captains must 
agree on the score and record them on the scorecard. The visiting team captain, will then sign 
the scorecard which will make it an official card. Either captain can put the scores into 
Tennislink.  

 
2.01H(5)e Players who qualify for South Carolina State Championships may advance on more than 
one Team in the league season, but not at the same NTRP level of play.  

 
2.02 Progression   

1. GATA League winners at each level of play for the Adult Age Divisions 18 & Over, 40 & Over, 55 & 
over, 65 & Over 70 & Over, for the season shall advance to the SC State Championships. 

2. For Spring League, 18 & Over, 40 & Over, and 55 & Over Adults must play at least 2 matches in 
order to qualify for the State Championships.  

3. For League matches 65 & Over, and 70 & Over must play at least 1 match in order to qualify for the 
State Championships.   

4. Only one default will count as a qualifying match for State Championships and Sectional 
Championships.   

5. A default will not count for advancing to National Championships. 
6. All players advancing on teams to the State Championship are responsible for the state entry fees 

and the $250 deposit (separate checks).  The captains of the advancing teams are to collect the 
money and write one check and forward to the LLC by the deadline set by the LLC.   



 

7. Teams that withdraw from the Championships after the roster/fee submittal deadline will forfeit the 
fees and the $250 deposit. A team substituted for the withdrawing team will not be responsible for 
championship fees other than for those of players exceeding the number of players paid for by the 
withdrawing team.  If fees were not paid by the withdrawing team, that team’s Local League will pay 
fees. Recovery of championship fees will be up to the appropriate Local Leagues. 

 
2.03K Team Defaults 

Team: If a team defaults an entire team match (3 positions (2 positions for 2.5, and 5.0) for 18 & 
Over or 40 & Over),  (2 positions for 55 & Over, 65 & Over, 70 & over) for any reason during 
Round Robin play then that team will be defaulted from the League. 
 
If any team defaults an entire match, none of its matches will be considered points won or lost 
by other teams, and the team will be ineligible for the SC State Championships for that 
particular season.  All players on this team will be ineligible for Post-league play on any other 
team during the remainder of the season in which the default occurs. In other words, they 
cannot move to another team and play.  Any team defaulting an entire match may continue to 
play matches against the other teams in their level but matches will not count for advancement 
to championships. Scores will not to be entered in TennisLink for the matches played by that 
team.  

 
2.03I(2)b Individual Defaults 

 (1)  A default occurs when a team captain cannot field all positions for a team match. 

(2)  Defaults must be given "from the bottom". 

(a) Singles.  The No. 2 singles must be defaulted before the No. 1 singles may be defaulted. 

(b)  Doubles.  The No. 3 doubles must be defaulted before the No. 2 doubles, and the No. 2 
doubles must be defaulted before the No. 1 doubles may be defaulted. 

(3)  To receive a win by default, the non-defaulting player or players must be present on court, ready to 
play; however, if a team captain advises his/her opponent in advance of the default, he/she, in effect, 
waives the requirement for the non-defaulting player(s) to be present in order to receive the default.  

(4)  If a captain is advised prior to the match that the opponent must default one or more positions and 
that captain knows that he/she would also have had to default a position, it is incumbent upon that 
captain to demonstrate good sportsmanship and declare a double default rather than to accept the win. 

(5) If a team defaults an individual match during or prior to the line-up exchange, and inclement weather 
forces the match to be postponed before a point is played in any individual match, then the default is 
cancelled. 

(6)  If both teams default the same position, neither team will receive a win and the scorecard will 
indicate a double default. 

2.03I(2)c Qualification Using Defaulted Matches 
 

All matches played by a team that drops out of the League during the League season will be used as 
defaults to qualify players for Championship play. 
 



 

2.03M Qualification Using Retired Matches 
 
Retirements will be used to qualify all players involved in the retired match for Championship play. 

 
 
3.0 GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES 
 
3.01 Committees.  

 
3.01A Grievance Committees. Grievances will be handled by the appropriate Grievance Committee. 

See USTA Regulations 3.01A, Grievance Committee.  
 
 The GATA League Grievance Committee is: 
  Bill Craine, Chairman 
  Randy Flick, Member 
  Frank Rousseau, Member 
 
 3.01B Grievance Appeals Committees. Grievance appeals will be handled by the appropriate 
Grievance Appeals Committee. See USTA Regulations 3.01B, Grievance  Appeals Committee. 
 
 The GATA League Grievance Appeals Committee is: 
  Kat Finkbeiner, Chairman 
  Jesse Attaway, Member 
  Kathryn Luke, Member 
 
3.03 Grievance Complaints. 
 
 See USTA League Tennis 2016 for procedure for filing grievance. 


