
NEW CTA RAISES FUNDS FOR TENNIS COURTS 

PERRY, GEORGIA 

 

 

Best Practices Narrative: 
 
 
Here is what we did to raise the money to build tennis courts! 
  
We started with the city. They were basically broke so we decided we would just have to 
do it on our own. 
  
There is a private school (Westfield) that our kids go to and they do not have tennis 
courts and have a great tennis team. So we started with the Westfield School and their 
parents. Westfield wasn't in a position to help financially either. But, the parents were. 
We sold courts for $25,000. The donor was able to name the court. We had different 
levels of donors and we have a HUGE donor wall with everyone’s name on it at the 
courts. We also had a big supporter of Westfield donate $150,000 to purchase the land. 
 
In addition, we had a donor that was willing to give us 15,000 bags ($5 bag value)of 
pecans to sell. If we sold the bags for $10 a bag we would make $150,000. We needed 
the money fast and couldn't figure out a marketing plan to get these out to the public. We 
were going to sell to area businesses to give as gifts for Christmas but it was September 
and we did not have enough time. So we asked our donor if he would just give us 
the value of the pecans in cash, $75,000, and he did!!!!!  We also had several fundraising 
events:  tennis tournaments, a silent auction, 5k run, Luncheon/fashion show, etc.  We 
then went to the bank; they have a lot of foreclosed land and houses. We were able to get 
the brand new furniture that was in 2 model homes donated. The furniture was top of the 
line! We had an attic sale and sold the furniture at a good discount to get rid of it and 
made about $13,000.00. I would encourage you to reach out to the banks. They are sitting 
on many items that they can't sell. I tried to get a house to raffle off....LOL. No such luck. 
I will be asking again!!! We gave presentations to local civic clubs. 
 
NOTE:  This grassroots effort resulted in a brand new tennis facility with 8 courts. 
 


