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OBJECTIVES 

• Identify current trends in tennis that 
support tennis facility improvements 
and construction 

 

• List the resources available from the 
USTA Facility Assistance Program and 
how to receive assistance and funding 

 

• List the resources available to assist 
with program development 
 

 



USTA Facility Assistance Program 

 

 
• Established in 2005 as a TIP 

Adopt-a-Court  program 

 

• Issued grants for Public 
Facility infrastructure 
development 

 

 



Achievements/Goals 
  

• Over $9.75 million granted to court 

infrastructure since 2005 
 

• Court 10K celebrated last March  
 

• 2014 goal - Build/line 2,200 new 

36’ and 60’ courts with focus on 

permanent courts 
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The US Open Effect on Community Tennis 



Why Renovate or Construct? 

• Tennis Participation 

 

• Health and Wellness 

 

• Economic Impact 

 



Traditional Sports 
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-3% 

-1% 

37% 

TENNIS

Gymnastics

Racquetball

Soccer (any)

Basketball

Golf (9/18 hole course)

Fishing (freshwater /Other)

Ice Hockey

Baseball

Badminton

Football (Tackle)

Softball (slow pitch)

Source:  2012 Physical Activity Council (SGMA, SIA, IHRSA, NGF, OF) 



Tennis Participation 
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Total Participation:  Age 6+. Played tennis at least once in past year 

• Total participation grew nearly 4%, to 28 million (from 27 million in 2011) 
• In 2012 the total participation rate is 9.47%, up from 9.21% in 2011 



Frequent Player 
2012 showed a 10% increase over 2011 to 5.3 million, from 4.8 million  
• After 2 straight years (2010-2011) of fewer than 5 million frequent players, 2012 saw 

the third-largest number of frequent players in the last 10 years. 
• In 2012 frequent player penetration was 1.79%; it was 1.64% in 2011. 
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Health & 
Wellness 







Economic 

Impact 



Getting Started 

 

 

www.usta.com/facilities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



The Process 

 

 
• Form Received by USTA 

 

 

• Assigned to Kristi Wright 

 

 

• Contact Made within 30 Days 



Advocacy 

 

 

•Meeting with decision makers 

•Selling the growth of tennis 

•Promoting the benefits of tennis centers 



Advocacy 

 

 

www.usta.com/bigserve 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 



Concept Design 

 

 

 

 
 



Technical Assistance 

 

 

• Personalized Concept plans 
 
• Design Review 
 
• Construction Document Review 
 
• Assistance with Bid Specs 
 
• 36’ and 60’ Tennis Concept & Specs 
 
• Tennis Court Maintenance and Construction 

Manual 



Technical Assistance 

 

 

 



USTA FACILITY FUNDING 

 

 

 

 
 

FUNDING CATEGORY DESCRIPTION USTA NATIONAL 

CONTRIBUTION 

Line Grants 

Painting permanent 36' and 60' 

tennis lines on existing courts, paved 

areas, blacktops, playgrounds or 

gymnasiums. 

Up to 50% of total project cost 

($4,000 maximum) 

Category I 

Basic facility improvements, including 

fixed court amenities (i.e. 

backboards, fencing, windscreens, 

etc.) 

Up to 50% of total project cost 

($4,000 maximum) 

Category II 

Resurfacing of existing 36’, 60’ and 

78’ courts.  Converting an existing 

78’ court to stand-alone 36’ courts.  

Lighting. 

Up to 50% of total project cost 

($10,000 maximum). 

Category III 

New construction or existing facility 

reconstruction of 36’, 60’ and 78’ 

courts. 

Up to 50% of total project cost 

($20,000 maximum). 



Funding Application Highlights 

 

 

• Must be invited to apply 
 

• USTA funding, at most, covers 50% of project cost, 
where is the other 50% coming from? 

 
• Adequate program plans for the facility?  
 
• Priority projects = projects with 36’ and/or 60’ 

courts 
 
• Reimbursement of Funds 

 
 





Fields Video 



How to update  

your clients’ courts  



Painting Blended 

Lines on your 

current courts 





Blended Lines 



Playgrounds 

Parking Lots 

Gymnasiums 

 
 



Playgrounds and parking lots 
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Line & Conversion Grants 

 

 

• National Line Grant  50% with 25% 
section match and 12.5% district 
match 

 
• Collegiate Line Grant 100% in 

partnership with ITA 
 

 
 



Line Grant Process 

 

 

 Fill out Facility Assistance Form at 
usta.com/Facilities   

 

 Submit photos, dimensions and estimate 

 

We send concepts and specifications 

 

When job is complete, submit photos 
and invoice – we release funds    

 
 



Converting 

traditional courts 

into 36’ courts 

 
 



Cadwalader Park  
 



Kiest Park, Dallas, TX 

 





Permanent 36’ Courts 

New Haven, CT 
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36’ and 60’ 
Courts Make 
Good Business 
Sense 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Perfect Storm for Tennis 

An aging player base & no kids 



Adult Frequent Players 
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• Average age of a player 18 & over is:  
 

• Average age of a player 40 & over is:  
 

• Average age of a player 55 & over is:   

USTA League 

46 

52 

62 



 

• 250% more 60+ players than under 45 
 

• 50% more 70+ players than under 40 

USTA  Age Group Tournaments 



USPTA Teaching Pros 

Average age: 47 



The tennis industry has been living off 

the “tennis boom” for the past 40 years 



A Perfect Storm for Tennis 

Where will the next generation 
come from? 



FOR THE 

FIRST TIME 

THIS 

GENERATION 

OF 

10 & UNDER 

KIDS IS 

EXPECTED 

TO DIE 

5 YEARS 

YOUNGER 

THAN 

THEIR 

PARENTS. 



Spontaneous/Free Play has disappeared… 



70% of Kids Dropping Out of Team 

Sports by age 13 or 14 



For internal use only. 



For internal use only. 



For internal use only. 



Key Ingredient Creating Next 

Tennis Boom 

Getting more kids into our sport 

& keeping them for life!  





Key Ingredient 



Best Practices 
 
 

Include in your initial conversations 
 
Remind clients of free technical 
services from the USTA 
 
Remind clients of the changing look 
of the traditional tennis court 
 
Refer clients to 
www.usta.com/facilities 



Recap…. 



QUESTIONS? 


