
CONSIDER HOSTING A CHARITABLE EVENT 

 

In addition to organizing events to directly benefit the CTA or tennis programming 

run by the CTA, consider the possibility of an event that raises funds to support a 

community need or charitable organization.  This may or may not be tennis 

related.  A recent survey indicated that many of our CTA’s have organized such 

events with positive results to both the community and the CTA itself. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO THE CTA? 

The cost to the CTA (funds and volunteer hours required) is self-evident but the 

benefits may be less obvious.  Here is a list of benefits reported by CTAs who had 

organized such events: 

 Direct benefit to the chosen community “cause” 

 CTA’s reputation in the community is enhanced 

 Participants often find such events highly enjoyable and appreciate an 

opportunity to participate in a “give back” to the community 

 Marketing opportunities lead to publicity for all CTA programming 

 Partnerships are strengthened both with the target “cause” as well as 

sponsors and other contributors that might not have previously partnered 

with a tennis organization alone.  These relationships can then be 

broadened to other events. 

 The CTA’s donating base is broadened 

 A charitable cause may attract new volunteers that would not otherwise 

have been involved with the CTA.  Several CTAs reported that these 

volunteers would continue working and would even become Board 

members of the CTA. 

WHAT WERE SOME OF THE CAUSES CHOSEN? 

The CTA’s reported causes that were closely tied to tennis as well as those which 

were unrelated.  Some of the causes were chosen because of someone in the 

tennis community who was afflicted by a particular illness.  Some examples are 

listed below: 

 A Tennis on Campus team needing funds to travel to a tournament 



 Charitable arms of a CTA (either as direct 501c3 programming or associated 

foundations) 

 Humane Society or other animal rights organizations 

 A wing, cancer center or rehab center for a local hospital 

 Special populations programs or adaptive tennis programs 

 “at risk” school children (funding free or below cost camps) 

 Toys for Tots 

 Military related give-backs either to active duty personnel or their families 

 Rally for the Cure and other medical causes 

 Homeless shelters and food banks 

WHAT TYPE OF EVENTS WERE HELD? 

 Tennis tournaments of various types.  In addition to traditional tournament 

formats, various shorter time-frame formats were used so that events 

could take place in a half day or shorter.  These would include round robins, 

feed ins, and other continuous play formats.  Both doubles and singles were 

featured, including a one-point singles tournament.  One CTA had a senior 

tournament on one day and younger age groups played the next day.  A 

“Toys for Tots” event featured a round robin where the entry-fee was an 

unwrapped toy. 

 Pro Am events:  One CTA held a Pro Am event at three different clubs.  Pro 

Am events were often coupled with fundraising tools such as a silent 

auction or dinner. 

 Dinners or lunches:  These events often raised funds through entry tickets, 

silent auctions, fashion shows and take-out purchases. 

 Raffles:  This activity could be held in conjunction with a tournament or 

dinner and could feature donated prizes or cash itself (a 50/50 raffle with 

the winner receiving 50% of whatever funds are raised). 

 Grant writing 

 Direct Ask:  Several CTAs have year ending fundraising drives through 

letters, visits and e-mail blasts. 

 

 



WHAT PARTNERSHIPS DEVELOPED? 

One of the significant benefits of this type of work is the opportunity to 

strengthen ties with community partners.  These partners might be the recipients 

of the funds raised, or they might be sponsors or donors that participate in the 

fundraising effort.  The CTAs reported partnering with: 

 City, county, recreation or school departments 

 Special Olympics 

 Hospital cancer centers or rehabilitation centers 

 Local college or university students (volunteers) 

 Tennis on Campus team 

 Tennis clubs or centers 

 YMCA’s, Boys Clubs, churches 

 Local restaurants and businesses 

 Police groups 

CONCLUSION: 

Hopefully these ideas will help ignite the desire to hold such an event.  USTA 

Georgia staff is always on hand to help with your plans.   

 

FUNDING: 

For 2017, USTA Georgia will help fund such an event up to $100.  Grant 

application can be found here under New Program Grants:  

http://www.georgia.usta.com/community_tennis/grants/  
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