
 

 

Tournament Criteria for USTA Georgia 8 & Under Tournaments/Divisions 
 

1.   The tournament must meet “Requirements for all USTA Georgia Sanctioned Junior Tournaments.” 
2.   Georgia players will have priority over out-of-state players to fill the draw. 
3.   Junior 8 & Under tournaments are geared to players with limited or no previous tennis experience. 
4.   No referee required (see #13 below). Tournament Directors must be SafeSport certified. 
5.   The 36’ Format is open to all players, ages 8 and under. 
6.   8 & Under players cannot play in the regular Boys/Girls Singles divisions and the 36’ Format for 8 & 

Under Singles divisions in the same tournament (an 8 & Under player can only play in one singles 
division in a tournament). 

7.   Results in the 36’ Format for 8 & Under Tournaments will be included in USTA Georgia Standings 
using the Points Per Round Co-Ed 8 Table. Only results played in this format will count for these lists. 
Bonus points will not be awarded. 

8.   A Certificate must be provided for each participant.  Any other awards are at the discretion of the 
individual tournament. 

9.   The tournament must supply the balls and set up the courts for 8 & Under play according to Friend at 
Court. 

10. The entry fee cannot exceed $10.00. If players register online they will have to pay the TennisLink 
Fee ($3) in addition to the entry fee. 

11.  Refund policy regarding inclement weather must be posted on the tournament website by the close of entries. 
12. 8 & Under Scoring Format 

The 8 & Under division will play on a 36’ court with red Stage 3 balls. 
Scoring format is 2 out of 3 games. 
Games are played to seven (7) points with sudden death at 6-6. 
Game scoring is as follows: Player One will serve one point from the deuce side of the court 
and then one point from the ad side of the court. Player Two will then serve one point from 
the deuce side of the court and then one point from the ad side of the court. This will continue 
until one player reaches seven (7) points.  Players switch ends at the completion of each 7- 
point game. The player who received serve to start the first game will serve to start the second 
game.  Rackets will be limited to 23”. Any 8 & Under player who does not have the proper 
size racket can borrow one. Every effort will be made to provide three (3) matches for each 
player. The suggested time for completion of the 8 & Under division is two (2) hours. 

13. All 8 & Under matches will have a court monitor to help with the management of play (scoring, 
switching sides, etc.).   Court monitors will be adult volunteers selected by the facility sanctioning the 
tournament. Parents will not monitor courts on which their own children are playing. 

14. During the school year the 8 & Under tournament must be on the weekend only (Saturday or Sunday) 
– no Friday matches are permitted. 

15. During the summer the 8 & Under tournament must have a minimum 1-day format but it does not have 
to be held on a weekend. 

16. In order to be specified as a Junior 8 & Under tournament, the above guidelines must be followed.



Reminders to Tournament Directors: 
 

 

 You need to contact Eva Marie McCravy (mccravy@ustageorgia.com; 404-256-9543 x 103) 
immediately to get instructions for what goes on your Tennislink web page 

 Use a compass draw or round robin and try to gather as much information as you can about 
the level of the players. Separate the better players so they do not play each other right away. 
In a compass draw, after you lose, you only play against the players who lost in the same 
round. 

 Suggested time for the 8 & Under is two (2) hours. 

 For the 7-point games, one player serves a point from the deuce and then the ad. After that, 
the other player does the same. Continue until someone gets to seven (7). 

 It is suggested to have at least two regular courts for the 8 & Under, which means four (4) 
competition courts. 

 Rackets have to be checked on every player. This is another extremely important concept 
about the program.  You must be prepared to supply extra 23” rackets for the players. There 
will be several who will show up with the wrong length racket. Remember 8 & Under can use 
23” or less. 

 Several companies still have 16.5’ nets and others have 17’ nets. These are all fine. Just 
know that they will hit around the net post sometimes and this is legal, just like on a regular 
court. 

 2” painters tape is used to mark the lines. Do not use throw down lines, they are only for 
practice. If you go to an actual paint store, they have green tape that leaves fewer marks than 
the regular beige colored tape. The highest grade tape is blue, but sometimes there are 
issues with this not sticking well enough. 

 The scoring method is designed so the matches have a time limit. If you play three 7-point 
games in the 8 & Under without sudden death scoring, it could add 5-15 minutes. We want 
the parents to know that matches will only not be too long. 

 As for serve, drop hits are not allowed because they are not legal. It is just as easy to hand 
serve as drop hit. Have them hold both hands in front of the body, which makes it easier. 

 For exact court layout, please look at diagrams below and consult the 2019 Friend at Court, 
pages 119 - 121. 

 
36’ x 18’ Court 
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