
 

 

 
 

8 & Under Tennis Rules 
 

EQUIPMENT:  36’ Court/Up to 23” racquet/Red felt balls 
 

1) Before you begin play, introduce yourself to your opponent. 

 

2) Warm up for 5 minutes. 

 

3) To see who serves first, spin your racquet.  If you win the racquet spin, you may 

(1) choose to serve or receive first; (2) choose which side of the court you want to 

start playing on; or (3) require your opponent to choose first. 

 

4) After the last point of the match, come to the net quickly and shake hands.  Tell 

your opponent great match and thanks for playing! 

 

SCORING 

• A game is played to 7 points. 

• The first player to win 7 points wins the game. 

• The first player to win 2 games wins the match. 

• Serve:  The two players take turns serving.  The first player serves for two points, and 

then his opponent serves for two points.  The players trade serves back and forth until 

someone wins 7 points.  Servers have two chances to get their serve in for each point.  

The serve may land anywhere on the court for the Silver (beginner) division; the serve 

must land in the correct service box for the Gold (intermediate) division. 

• If a player wins both of the first two games, that player wins the match. 

• If you and your opponent both win a game, you will play a 3rd game to determine the 

winner of the match. 

BASIC RULES 
 

• Always call out the score before you serve. 

• If the ball touches any part of the line, it is good. 

• Call the ball out immediately if it does not land in the court. 

• Keep a positive outlook and display proper sportsmanship throughout your match.  

Remember, you’re playing for fun! 

TEAM MATCH SCORING 
 

Each team match will consist of 3 singles matches.  The team match is scored by 

cumulative games won from each of the 3 events.  A team scores a point for every “point” 

won and 1 point for winning the 3rd game.  The maximum number of points a player can 

win is fourteen (14).  The maximum number of points a team can win is forty-two (42) 

points. 


