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it was at the USTA Texas Section’s 
Semi-Annual Meeting during a 
Saturday luncheon and USTA Board 

Member, Judge Andrew Valdez had 
just finished his inspirational speech, 
when every volunteer and staff mem-
ber present felt compelled to rise to 
their feet and give the good judge a 
standing ovation. Quite odd. In six years 
of attending section meetings I had 
never witnessed so much enthusiasm 
for any speaker. This one was different.  
 Andrew grew up very poor in Salt 
Lake City.  His father abandoned the 
family. Andrew being one of the oldest 
of the four children, started working at 
an early age to help out the family.  He shined shoes at age seven 
and was selling newspapers at the corner of Main and 2nd Street 
by the time he was eight.  He was there rain or shine, including the 
harsh snow days of winter in Utah. 
 At age 10 his life took a new direction.  He was befriended by 
a Mormon gentleman named Jack Keller, who had a small print 
shop near Valdez’s favorite corner. One day, Andrew asked Jack one 
question. “Why don’t you ever buy a paper from me?”
 Jack took him to his print shop and gave him a job.  Aside from 
a job Jack mentored Andrew and showed him places in Salt Lake 
City that he never had seen before.  He took him to Liberty Park, 
the University of Utah, to country clubs and even taught him to 
play tennis.  His horizon was immediately widened.  
 Andrew soon became aware that he had to stay in school, get 
good grades and go to college in order to be successful. He also 
aspired to be a lawyer and finally it made sense to him what he had 
to do to achieve his goal.  
 He learned self discipline from playing tennis and continued 
playing in high school which kept him off the streets and out of 
gangs. Eventually after graduating from West High School, he 
attended the University of Utah where he walked on to the ten-

nis team, majored in political science 
and got his law degree from the S.J. 
Quinney College of Law.  
   After passing the bar he became a 
public defender, served in the Army 
JAG Corps, played tennis in the ser-
vice while stationed in Germany, 
and returned home to his old pub-
lic defenders job. In 1993, he was 
appointed by Utah Gov. Michael 
O. Leavitt to be the Third District 
Juvenile Court Judge. He was the 
first and only Hispanic and the first 
public defender to be appointed as a 
Juvenile Court Judge.  
   After 18 years as a Juvenile Court 

Judge he has received every award imaginable and has been called 
a “hero” numerous times.  Judge Valdez credits Jack Keller and ten-
nis as the key to his successful career.  He quickly agrees with USTA 
President Jon Vegoson, who calls tennis a sport of opportunity. 
 “It changed my life…without tennis I would not have gotten 
out of my scary neighborhood, seen the world and definitely 
would not be a lawyer and a judge. Tennis gave me the opportu-
nity I needed to survive,” said Judge Valdez in an autobiography 
about his life titled No One Makes It Alone.  
 After having lost contact with his mentor for many years Judge 
Valdez ran into Jack in a homeless state, dirty and suffering from 
moderate stages of Alzheimer’s.  Judge Valdez turned the tables 
and due to the tremendous gratitude he had for Jack, took him 
in and cared for him until he passed away from the dreaded dis-
ease.
   Everyone present at the section luncheon rose to their feet at 
the end of Judge Valdez’s story, nobody could help it … tennis 
really must be the sport of opportunity…everyone was witness-
ing the living proof. 
 Copies of No One Makes It Alone by Judge Andrew Valdez, can 
be found at Amazon.com

No One Makes it Alone

Judge Andrew Valdez, USTA Texas President Dr. Alfredo Trevino 
and USTA Texas Executive Director Ken McAllister. 

Photo by D. Hackett / USTA Texas.
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i am writing this article just after HBO’s Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel inter-
view of John and Patrick McEnroe. The implication from the interview is that 
tennis is not growing in America because we have fewer of the top players in 

the world. It is interesting that tennis in America declined the most as Jimmy 
Connors and McEnroe were being replaced by Jim Courier, Pete Sampras and 
Andre Agassi, and the women were moving from Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert to Venus and Serena Williams. 
 Our growth since 2000 has been the strongest since the 1970’s and well ahead 
of other traditional sports, but the list of top American players has dwindled. I 
am not certain that the two are related, but the implication by the HBO show is 
certainly not true. Tennis is growing in America and may be on the verge of the 
greatest growth spurt ever.
 What is true about American tennis is that we have not been exposing all 
youngsters to tennis at the same time and age that soccer, baseball, and other 
sports do. Therefore, we do not get our fair share of athletes to compete on the 
world scene, and we do not get our fair share of youngsters getting excited and 
committed to tennis. The front and center answer is in the form of 10 & Under 
Tennis which exposes youngsters the same time as the other sports. 
 Right now the largest tennis program in Texas is deep into its playoffs. It has 
more players than USTA Junior Competitive Tennis. We at USTA Texas have less 
than 25,000 junior USTA players, the UIL High School Team Tennis may have over 
40,000 players each year. Each team has seven boys and seven girls with others 
vying for a position. What this implies is that Team tennis is key to coming up to 
the McEnroes’ expectations.
 Whether our goal is larger numbers or better top players, the answer is clearly 
the same. We must make our sport more public. There are two ways. The one 
we have the most control over requires a paradigm shift from expecting pros 
and clubs to produce players and to follow the models of Little League Baseball 
and Youth Soccer. That one requires more parents coaching and more com-
munity involvement.  The vehicle after 10 & Under Tennis is Junior Team Tennis 
(JTT) from ages 11 at least up to high school. This would achieve the broader 
base of players that would feed the exceptional players into the willing arms of 
our excellent teaching professionals. The Community Tennis Association (CTA) 
Expansion Plan has had this in mind as we work to strengthen our umbrella 
CTA’s and put them in charge of growing JTT. 
 If you have time, offer up your services to your local CTA to help them build 
a public JTT program on the model of baseball and soccer. Tennis is a lifetime 
healthy sport that certainly should be a primary choice of kids.
 Finally, there is a second way to make tennis more public simultaneously with the 
first. It is to encourage the schools to support tennis in the same way as they support 
other sports. Many schools have perpetuated the myth that tennis and golf are for 
the rich kids. Therefore they do not have to support it as much. Even if it was true, 
and it is not, all youngsters should be exposed to a sport that will benefit them for 
life. We must advocate tennis to our schools – using 10 & Under and JTT.
 For more information, contact our Community Tennis Association Coordinator 
Todd Carlson at tcarlson@texas.usta.com or Junior Team Tennis Coordinator 
Eric Clay at eclay@texas.usta.com. 

Kenny Mc’s Corner
By Ken McAllisTer

execUtive director, UstA texAs
Presented by:

Junior Team Tennis ‘Redux’
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USTA Texas accepting applications for 
2012-13 officers 
The USTA Texas Nominating Committee is soliciting applications 
for anyone interested in serving as an Officer for USTA Texas in 
2013 - 2014.  Please complete the online volunteer application at 
www.texas.usta.com. Applications are due no later than October 
31, 2011.  Should you have any questions you may email the 
Nominating Chairperson Ben Eshleman at benan2kids@aol.com.

New USTA Texas newsroom link about 
top professionals
Looking for more news about the top professionals in the world of 
tennis? Look no further than USTA Texas’ new Professional news-
room link under News & Multimedia. Get the latest news about the 
pros, the US Open and more directly from USTA at www.texas.usta.
com/news_multimedia/professional/

USTA Texas website has updated look
The USTA Texas website has been redesigned and simplified to 
make it easier for you to find information. Check out our new 
horizontal drop down menus that now include Collegiate Tennis, 
10 and Under, Community Development, Wheelchair and News & 
Multimedia. We have also added direct links from the home page 
to TennisLink to make it easier for members to register for adult 
tournaments, league play and junior and junior team tournaments. 
Want to learn more “About Us,” membership, camps, becoming an 
official and partnerships with USTA Texas go to www.texas.usta.
com

Tennis On Campus schedule released
USTA Texas has released its 2011-12 Collegiate Tennis on Campus 
schedule, the Texas Campus Championships dates for 2012 and the 
USTA Campus National Championships date. Students can keep 
on playing tennis while in college by participating in recreational 
opportunities at your school through team-based coed league 
play. To view the schedule go to www.texas.usta.com/adult_ten-
nis/collegiate_recreation/201112_schedule/ 

USTA Serves Grant awarded to Corpus 
Christi’s Team Success
Tennis Success of Corpus Christi, Texas was awarded a grant by 
USTA Serves to develop and provide disadvantaged at-risk chil-
dren the opportunity to learn and play tennis, improve their aca-
demic skills and learn about healthy nutrition. Congrats to Tennis 
Success. 

Former USTA Texas President Scott Irvin 
passes
It is with deep regret and sor-
row that the USTA Texas Section 
acknowledges the loss of long-
time supporter and former sec-
tion president Rev. Harland M. 
“Scott” Irvin, Jr., who passed 
away on June 10. He was presi-
dent of USTA Texas Section from 
1983-84. 
 He is survived by his wife of 37 
years, Janis Jennings Irvin.
  “Scotty has left a legacy in 
Texas tennis and added spirit and optimism to his lifetime dedica-
tion to the sport,” said Ken McAllister, Executive Director of USTA 
Texas. 
 Irvin, 84 was born in El Paso and attended Martin High School 
in Laredo where his life-long involvement with tennis began. Irvin 
earned a men’s singles champion title in Washington DC and New 
Orleans and continued to compete in father-son tournaments, 
senior divisions and won a national team title in the Men 65s. 
 “The USTA Texas section will sorely miss Scotty,” said Dr. Alfredo 
Trevino, USTA Texas President. “He had the widest smile when 
interacting with tennis lovers.”

Gallery at Hall of Fame named in honor
of Maureen “Mo” Connolly Brinker
In 1953, Maureen “Mo” Connolly Brinker captured all four major 
tournament titles, becoming the first woman in history to achieve a 
calendar-year Grand Slam, and forever claiming herself a spot as one 
of the most successful American athletes of all time. For her achieve-
ments, Connolly Brinker was inducted to the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame & Museum in 1968, where she has been celebrated 
ever since. 
 During the Hall of Fame weekend, the gallery opened to highlight 
great moments in tennis during the era which Connolly Brinker 
competed. A centerpiece of the gallery is a permanent exhibit dedi-
cated to Brinker, featuring a narrative of her remarkable career, great 
photos of her in action, her Wimbledon trophies from 1952, 1953 and 
1954, her 1951 U.S. National Women’s Singles trophy, and her 1953 
Australian National Women’s Doubles trophy.
 Connolly passed away from stomach cancer in 1969 at 34. 
Just before her death she, her family and friends established the 
Maureen Connolly Brinker Tennis Foundation. The foundation, 
based out of Dallas runs multiple programs; most notable the Little 
Mo Tournaments, Bonnebell MCV Cup and the Maureen Connolly 
Challenge Trophy.  

Rev. Harland M. “Scott” Irvin, Jr.

texas section
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USTA Texas would like to thank Jim Doody, from the Dallas, Texas 
area, for his decades of volunteer work and extra special assistance 
at the league events as he announced his retirement this year. 

 Jim started as a head NTRP verifier with USTA Texas and attended the 
USTA Texas Adult Section Championships each year, even after the sec-
tion discontinued using verifiers to rate players. He continued to help and 
assist handling various duties and tasks to make the championships a suc-
cess. 
 In his final year of volunteering for USTA Texas, he was a trooper even 
when it was over 100-degrees and was asked to distribute over 100 cases 
of water and sports drink product to the 10 different sites at the league 
championships.  
 “I am sad to see him go and he will be missed,” said Tosha smith, USTA 
Texas Section Leagues Coordinator. “You could always count on Jim to tell 
a good story and keep you laughing. He is just an awesome person and 
nice guy.” 

USTA Texas thanks Jim Doody for decades of volunteering, support
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Jim Doody on duty at the USTA Texas Leagues Championships. 
Thank you Jim for your years of dedication and work for USTA Texas.  

– Photo by D. Hackett / USTA Texas.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies Open (San Antonio) - captained by Diana Brown in-
cluded Kristen Francis, Jackie Kablesh, Iris Rendon, Kathy Vick and Shelly Works.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies Lone Star (Dallas) - captained by Michelle Christine 
Miller includes Suzannah Aftosmis, Geraldine Brown, Daniela Goonetilleke, Lisa 
Jeffery, Kelly Lilley, Beth Reeder, Claudia Stewart and Dawna Walls.

august 2011

The 2011 USTA Texas Adult Leagues Championships held in 
Richardson and in Dallas from Aug. 5 – 14 was a tremendous 
success crowning 13 Texas Section champions in the Ladies 

Lone Star, Ladies Open and the Men’s and Ladies 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 
4.5 and 5.0 divisions. 
 According to Tosha Smith, USTA Texas Section League 
Coordinator, about 2,045 players on 139 teams participated.  
The winning teams go to the 2011 USTA League Adult National 
Championships to represent Texas. 
 The action was hot on and off the court with temperatures reach-
ing 100-plus degrees, except for a brief moment in second half 

action when a rain delay bumped play for 5-hours, forcing some 
matches to extend into the night under the lights and cooler tem-
peratures prevailed, just for the day. 
 USTA Texas would like to thank all of our partners who contrib-
uted to the championships including Golfsmith Golf & Tennis, our 
Adult League sponsor, The John Newcombe Tennis Ranch, Love 
All Apparel and Liberty Mutual. A special thanks goes to H-E-B 
who donated Quench sports drinks at each of the 10 sites in addi-
tion to the free bottled water provided by USTA Texas. 
 Listed and pictured below are the winning teams from each divi-
sion.                                                                            Continued on next page

Texas Adult League Champions crowned, 
headed to Nationals 

leaGUe Presented by:



2011 USTA Texas Ladies 2.5 (Fort Worth) - captained by Rachel Parkinson 
includes Janis Brous, Elizabeth Carlock, Donna Irvin, Kim Johnson, Leigh Low-
rance, Lauren Matthews, Jill Mentone, Katy Oliver, Donna Reinsch, Allison 
Shapard and Lindsey Walsh.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies 3.0 (Dallas) - captained by Luz Muniz includes Heu-
nhee Adams, Jennifer Berry, Dawn Brown, Lisa Dunnery, Paola Gerber, Michelle 
McGuire, Veronica Mudsam, Kala Olson, Jill Salzman, Dangny Teiber, Kim Whit-
ting, Kristine Holstine, and Gena Wools.

2011 USTA Texas Men’s 3.0 (Dallas) - captained Robert Benner includes Max 
Beasley, Emory Camp, Barry Crisco, Justin Edge, Seth Grossman, Timothy Leary, 
John Lieber, Ronald McCartney, Dan Moldovan, Grey Moldovan, Brad Moore, 
Jonathan Walker, Todd Williams and Robin Wynne.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies 3.5 (Valley) - captained by Gilda Bowen includes 
Lucy Adams, Lucia Cantu, Marcela Cabal, Laura Fernandez, Joyce Geary, Rosa-
rio Gonzalez, Loryn Holbrook, Maria Lopez, Claubette Manzur, Holly McNallen, 
Erika Melendez, Jo Anne Newman, Patricia Oseguera and Karla Ramirez.

2011 USTA Texas Men’s 3.5 (Dallas) - captained by Robert Bender includes Di-
ego Allub, Jeffery Bender, Wei-Bin-Lai, Manuel Diaz-Marta, Robert Garrity, Da-
vid Megert, Bo McNurlen, Stephen Nguyen, Tan Nguyen, Ndukwe Nwachukwu, 
Blake Scharlach, Andrew Schultz, Jason Summerlin, David Terrell, Frank Tim-
mins, Donald Vincent, Owen Wilson and Jeffery Yarbrough.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies 4.0 (Austin) - captain by Camden Bobek and Becky 
Nuss included Theresa Cooney, Molly Dahistrom, Jane Flynn, Lisa Fritsch, Joan 
Gibbs, Lisa Laird, Marie Martin, Gay Myrick, Julie Sweeney, Nancy Nitardy, Jill 
Pesoli, Kathleen Peana, Sohia Ruiz, Terri Rose, Jill Terry, Claudine Thorne and 
Petra Waterworth.
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2011 USTA Texas Men’s 4.0 (Wild Houston) - captained by Jason Freeman 
and Gregory Dwyer includes Blake Douglas Adrian, Brad Beinart, James Boone, 
Joseph M. Graham, Renis B. Halani, Andrew Hohler, John Terry Iman, Charlie 
Jones, Paul Quoc Nguyen, Gregory Nitayamekin, Douglas Hays Johnson, Brian 
Mandell, Alejandro Cesar Montes, Alex Phan, Carlos Quijano, Pete Rios, Jason R. 
Turpen, Danny Vu and Arata Yamaguchi.

2011 USTA Texas Ladies 4.5 (NETX) - captained by Jan Bulls included Sharon 
Birtcher, Gretchen Bufe, Casey Bulls, Cathy Carter, Leigh Clyde,  Laura Easterling, 
Renna Embry, Allison Ewert, Natalie Hand, Sarah Hill, Karen Martell, Amy Mills 
and Ashlea Wupperman.

2011 USTA Texas Men’s 4.5 (Dallas) - captained by Wesley Picket includes 
Dominique Alexander, Michael Almazen, Adam Blumberg, Steven Brouer, Tim 
Brownlee, Christopher Garillo, Jerry Chou, David Goar, Dencil Johnson, Daniel 
Vincent Keller, Jarad Kemp, Jason Kern, Jimmie Marasigan, Kyle Mims, Johan A. 
Mudsam, Hai Nguyen, Jean Nguyen, Tasashi Nishizaki, Rudy Peters, Phy Pham, 
Charles Razor, James Ribman, Keith Robinson, Alexander Shahab, Komson Su-
dhi, Craig Weymer, and Kazuo Yoshida. 2011 USTA Texas Ladies 5.0 (Dallas) - captained by Kelly Pearson includes 

Angela Allin, Janet Brock, Vicki Buholz, Cathy Carlson, Jen Dixon, Kristin Fudalla, 
Cheryl Halpern, Cynthia Johnson, Dorothy Ripka, Lila Servers, Donna Schoett-
mer, Melissa Walters and Teri Ware.

2011 USTA Texas Men’s 5.0 (Austin) - captained by Eric Strawbridge and 
includes Stephen Creel, Neal Bobba, Jory Ereckson, Michael Friedman, Sean 
Fifield, Rick Garza, Greg Gormley, Joe Prather, David Reiter, Robert Stapper, Ste-
phen Saltarelli and Jason Wilks.

Over 200 action photos from the 
2011 USTA Texas Adult League 

Championships can be found at 
www.texas.usta.com/photos/landing/

UsTA national championship’s match schedules 
can be found at www.usta.com/Play-Tennis/
UsTA-league/leaguenationalchampionships/

Good luck to all the Texas Section teams! 
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COMMUnITY

The world’s best doubles tennis team, Bob and Mike Bryan held an 
intimate doubles seminar with about 130 fans and members of the 
Dallas Professional Tennis Association on July 11 at the Las Colinas 
Country Club. The duo conducted an amazing demonstration 
of tennis skills and doubles strategies, along with taking time to 
sign autographs and take pictures with each participant. The twin 
brothers who recently won the 2011 Wimbledon doubles title and 
competed days before winning the lone Davis Cup match for the 
U.S. against Spain, shared personal stories from Wimbledon and 
relived their Davis Cup memories.

The Houston Tennis Association has awarded 11 area high school 
graduates college scholarships totaling $15,000. Juan Gonzalez, 
Austin High; Jimmy Ly, Dobie; and Anh-Thu Luu, Milby, each 
received $2,000 scholarships from HTA.  Capra Fellows was award-
ed the $2,000 HTA/National Junior Tennis & Learning grant. Those 
receiving $1,000 scholarships were Courtney Yeung, Dulles High, 
from the Houston Racquet Club’s Women’s Association; Maria 
Ramirez, Stephen F. Austin, and Eun Lee, Dobie, from the West 
Houston Ladies Tennis Association; Jayakrishna Davlapur, Alief 
Hastings, from the Kayser Foundation; Lee Nguyen, Dobie, from 
HTA; Austen Anderson, Deer Park, and Michelle Urrea, Cypress 
Ridge, from the Stephen Wolford Memorial Fund. All 11 students 
either played varsity tennis for their high school teams, participated 
in NJTL or in local USTA tournaments. The HTA has awarded more 
than $130,000 in scholarship funds to deserving high school seniors 
since 1992.

Houston Tennis Association awards $15,000 
in scholarships to 11 students

Five Texas students awarded 
USTA scholarships

USTA Serves, the National Charitable Foundation of the United 
States Tennis Association, announced that five high school stu-
dents from the USTA Texas Section were awarded either a $6,000 
College Educational Scholarship or a $1,000 College Textbook 
Scholarship. The Foundation has granted 78 high school students 
a variety of college scholarships this spring, totaling over $400,000. 
USTA Serves awards College Educational Scholarships annually 
to high school seniors who have excelled academically, demon-
strated community service and participated in an organized tennis 
program. The $6,000 scholarship will be awarded over four years 
to students entering a two or four-year college or university. The 
following four Texas students are among the 55 scholarship win-
ners from across the nation: Jenna Abante – West Brook Senior 
High School. Shane Kyral – Harlingen High School South. Brittany 
Stevens – Kaufman High School and Garrett Thompson – A & 
M Consolidated High School.  Lynsey Maciolek – Ronald Reagan 
High School in San Antonio earned a one-time award of $1,000 to 
assist students in purchasing textbooks or supplies.

DPTA treated to Bob and Mike Bryan 
doubles seminar

Dallas, Houston Tennis Associations 
supports military service members

Special Olympics Texas announced USTA Texas’ 
Cindy Benzon as its 2011 Outstanding Volunteer for 
Sports and Competition. Every year, Special Olympics 
Texas holds an awards ceremony to recognize and 
demonstrate its appreciation of the volunteers, ath-
letes, families and businesses that make the Special 
Olympics Texas experience possible for the athletes. 
Benzon got involved with Special Olympics Texas 
in 2007 and has worn several hats since then, including competition 
director, Special Olympics North America trainer and sports director. 
In addition, she serves on the Greater Houston area tennis committee 
and has facilitated more than 20 state trainings. One of the biggest 
events held each year by Special Olympics Texas and supported by 
USTA Texas is the Summer Games that features more than 3,000 ath-
letes from across the state. The 2012 games will offer competition in 
athletics, basketball, cycling, gymnastics, soccer and tennis from May 
24-28 in Arlington.

Special Olympics Texas honors Benzon

The Dallas (DTA) and Houston Tennis Associations (HTA) are partnering 
with the United States Tennis Association (USTA) to help the country’s 
deployed military service members in the Adopt-a-Unit program.
 HTA is recruiting league teams and individuals to adopt units 
of approximately 75 to 100 soldiers currently serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  Participants will put together care packages containing 
items such as beef jerky/slim jims, sunflower seeds and nuts, protein 
and granola bars, socks, personal or baby wipes, hand sanitizers, let-
ters of support, lip balm and other personal and useful items.
 DTA had a huge success with USTA’s Adopt-A-Unit program at their 
recent City Championships. They were able to ship over 50 boxes of 
items to soldiers in Afghanistan and Bahrain. Over $4,000 in cash and 
product was raised for the military outreach program, along with a 
QuickStart net, balls and racquets sent by USTA to the two units cho-
sen for DTA.

HTA Executive Director Cheryl Hultquist Horvath, Michelle Urrea, Capra 
Fellows, Maria Ramirez, Anh-Thu Luu, Courtney Yeung; (back) Lee Nguyen, 
Jimmy Ly, Juan Gonzalez, HTA President Randy Ortwein. Not pictured are Eun 
Lee, Jayakrishna Davlapur and Austen Anderson. - Photo by Houston Tennis 
Association.
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Sunday church service includes 10 and Under Tennis 

After a Sunday church service, you might find members of the congregation gathering for a potluck lunch, or going on with their 
Sunday plans, but not Cornerstone Christian Church in Grapevine - they’re signing up their youth for Junior Team Tennis. Unlike 
most churches, Cornerstone Christian Church has two tennis courts next door to where they worship every Sunday. By showing 

the 10 and Under commercials and videos for the past Sundays, they drew out 35 new kids to sign up for USTA Texas Junior Team Tennis 
(JTT). New rules, new game, new avenues to explore and grow the game with 10 and Under Tennis.

10 and Under

UT Tyler holds first 10 and 
Under program on a Texas 
college campus 

in the changing world of 10 and Under, more and more people 
are starting to get involved and are seeing why it’s now easier 
than ever to get kids started in the game. July brought Texas 10 

and Under Tennis to a new and unique location – The University 
of Texas at Tyler. 
 On July 16, USTA Texas’ Endorsed Series Event tour made its 
way to UT Tyler. This was the first time a college campus had been 
utilized for the series events. Head UT Tyler tennis coach Chris 
Bizot, along with East 
Texas Baptist 
University head 
coach Joe Vann, 
welcomed 16 kids 
with open arms. 
 Bizot is strong-
ly encouraging 
the QuickStart 
play format in the 
area and wants to 
see 10 and Under 
Tennis grow in the 
future. 
 “We’re excited about hopefully doing more events like this to 

get the kids in the Northeast Texas community out here and learn 
how great QuickStart can be and how easy it can be to learn how 
to play. Hopefully (they’ll) play their whole lives,” said Bizot.
 Right now is the perfect opportunity for college campuses 
across Texas to take advantage of having a QuickStart program 
on their varsity or recreation courts. Through the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association and USTA, colleges are able to paint the 
QuickStart blended lines on their court at zero cost to them. For 
more information, and to fill out an application, visit www.usta.
com/facilities.

Fort Worth, Laredo Boys & Girls Club 
host 10 and Under 

Because of the recent success of 10 and Under Tennis in Laredo with their Boys & Girls 
Clubs, USTA Texas was invited to attend the Boys & Girls Clubs of America Southwest 
Leadership Conference in Fort Worth, July 24 – 26. While there, USTA staff presented 

how 10 and Under Tennis can impact Boys & Girls Clubs around Texas. Using Laredo as a a 
model, USTA showed clubs how they can bring tennis to hundreds of kids very easily. 
 “The pilot program with the Boys & Girls Clubs of Laredo has proven to be an incred- i -
bly successful venture; so successful, that it’s serving as a model,” South Texas USTA Texas 
staff, Katy Rogers said. 
 For more information on 10 and Under Tennis in Texas and how you can bring this exciting 
new game to kids in your area, contact Amanda Shaw at ashaw@texas.usta.com. 
 Be sure to check out USTA Texas’ Facebook page and YouTube Channel every other Tuesday 
for “10 and Under Tuesdays” – an inside look at 10 and Under Tennis around Texas. 

USTA Texas staff presented how 10 and Under Tennis 
can impact Boys & Girls Clubs around Texas.

texas section

Participants at the 10 and Under program held at University of Texas at Tyler. 
The first 10 and Under program hosted by a college or university in Texas.

Photo by A. Randle / USTA Texas
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JUnIOrS
Texas Junior Davis Cup team wins Boys 
18’s National Championship 

The USTA Texas Junior Davis Cup team defeated USTA Southern 4-3 to win 
the 2011 Boys 18s National Championship in Champaign, Ill. The seven 

members of the USTA Texas team consists of Harrison Adams (New Braunfels), 
Stuart Kenyon (Houston), Mitch Krueger (Aledo), Ashok Narayana (Houston), 
Nicholas Naumann (The Woodlands), Shane Vinsant (Keller) and Dane Webb 
(Richardson). The Texas coach is Steve Denton. The Southern section entered 
the tournament as the No. 1 seed as they met No. 2 seeded Texas in the finals. 
Naumann and Adams playing line-two doubles clinched the first points for Texas 
coming back to win 8-4. Naumann won 6-4, 6-3 to put Texas up 2-0. Krueger then gave Texas a 3-0 team lead after an impressive 6-1, 
6-1 win putting Texas only one match from victory. 

NJTL raps up busy summer schedule 
national Junior Tennis and Learning, or more commonly known as NJTL, had a busy 

summer.  A little over 1,000 NJTL kids participated in Kid’s Days, which are fun tennis 
events that were held in Austin, Dallas and Houston.  Activities included skating, movies 
and of course, tennis!  The Austin Kid’s Day was held in conjunction with the USTA Texas 
Community Tennis Festival held the same week of the Davis Cup.  Attendees were treated 
by visits from Andy Roddick, Mardy Fish and the Bryan brothers!  Summer NJTL activities 
ended with a Leadership Camp hosted by USTA Texas.  Held in Austin, the Camp consisted 
of 20 kids from five different NJTL chapters across Texas.  The kids played tennis, swam in 
Barton Springs, witnessed tornadoes at an IMAX movie at the Bob Bullock Museum, and 
played putt-putt all while learning how to be a leader and interact with others.  For more 
information on NJTL, contact Nichole Williams at nwilliams@texas.usta.com

What some people know of Texas on the east coast may be limited to a couple of stereo-
types. They hear that everything is bigger in Texas and then there’s the song “Deep in the 

Heart of Texas”. Peggy Porter is big enough by tennis standards, at 15 years old and already 
5-foot-9, and the song describes exactly how she hits the ball. Deep!
  Aside from two matches, Porter, of Dallas, the No. 6 seed, breezed through the draw at 
the Virginia Beach Tennis and Country Club to take the championships at the 2011 Girls’ 16s 
National Clay Courts, held in late July. The top-ranked girls’ junior player in the USTA Texas sec-
tion, lost just two games in her first match and three in the finals. Porter is a student at Spring 
Creek Academy and also teamed with Laura Petterson (Ga.) to win the doubles championships. In 
mid-August, Porter received a wild card entry in to the 2011 US Open Junior Championships that was played 
Sept. 4 – 11 at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in Flushing, N.Y.
  “In my lessons I work on hitting it bigger,” she explained. Porter trains with Joey Rive at T Bar M Racquet Club in Dallas.

Dallas’ Peggy Porter Wins USTA Girls’ 16 
National Clay Court singles, doubles titles By Kathryn Barrett, 

contributor

The International Tennis Hall of Fame present-
ed the 2010 Bill Talbert Junior Sportsmanship 

Awards on July 9, prior to the annual Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony, which honored Andre Agassi 
and Peachy Kellmeyer. The 2010 recipients list 
included USTA Texas’ Ashok Narayana of Houston. 
In the fall, Ashok will attend Columbia University 
where he will play tennis.  Congratulations Ashok.

Ashok Narayana (left) of 
USTA Texas section;  Molly 
O’Koniewski of USTA Southern 
States; 2011 Hall of Fame In-
ductees Peachy Kellmeyer and 
Andre Agassi; Jamie Pawid of 
USTA Northern California. 
Photo by International Tennis 
Hall of Fame / Mike Baz

Narayana named Junior Sportsmanship Awards winner, meets Andre Agassi

Dallas native Peggy Porter  - 
Photo by Ross Barrett.
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Anna Bright, 11-year old rising star from Fort Worth 

The 11-year-old champion’s recent results are evidence of maturity far beyond her years. Anna 
displays mental toughness, patience, discipline, persistence and a champion’s heart. She started 

2011 with singles wins at the February 12s National Open in Midland, at the North Draw of the 12s 
Spring National Championships in Delray Beach, Fla., at the 12s Texas Grand Slam and at the 14s USTA 
Regional Tournament. At the 2011 Clay Court Championships in Boca Raton, Fla., Anna Bright once 
again won the North Draw (she lost one and won six singles matches), but also won the gold ball in 
the doubles. She might possibly be the youngest Texan to win a USTA gold ball. Anna joins an envi-
able circle of Texans who also possess gold balls. Among them are Peggy Porter, Makenzie Craft, 
Maria Smith, Tam Trinh, Andrew Korinek, Jessica Alexander, Michael Vutam, Karim Arem, and 
Lilly Kimbell.

Ten Arthur Ashe Essay Contest winners were chosen by USTA 
Texas for submission to the national contest with Kari Burt’s 

essay named as one of the 14 national winners of the 2011 Arthur 
Ashe Essay and Art Contest.
  Winners were chosen from 600-plus entries nationwide to 
answer in writing or by drawing “Why do you think Arthur Ashe 
created the National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) network, 
and how has your NJTL chapter impacted your life?”
  Burt of Stafford, Texas, a 17-year old from the Zina Garrison 
Academy NJTL chapter, submitted an essay that referenced the 
1960s as “hectic years” with the highs of the moon landing, Jimmy 
Hendrix and Rod Laver becoming a Grand Slam Champion; to its 
lows with the Vietnam War, John F. Kennedy’s assassinations and 
racial inequality. She wrote that out of this, Arthur Ashe created his 
vision of NJTL preparing children for life and how she learned to be 
a leader from NJTL’s First Serve program.

  The 10 USTA Texas winners, which 
included Burt were selected from 
hundreds of entries in Texas. A USTA 
sub-committee selected the winning 
essays and art pieces based on their 
knowledge of Arthur Ashe, message 
clarity, and writing style demonstrat-
ed in each submission. USTA Texas is 
extremely proud of our section and national winners and we offer 
our sincerest congratulations to the listed winners below:
10 and Under: Debbie Muzchil, Dallas and Silas Sandles, 
DeSoto; 12 and under: Carlynn Greene, DeSoto and Christopher 
Armstead, DeSoto; 14 and under:  Mikayla Smith, DeSoto and 
Ransom Medina, Houston; 16 and under: Sijin Kim, Duncanville 
and Laquan Macklin, Dallas; and 18 and under:  Kari Burt, Stafford 
(National winner) and Juan Amaya, Houston.

Ten Arthur Ashe Essay Contest winners picked, 
Burt wins national honors

WHeelCHaIr / adaPTIVe

Match Point Tournament 
provides opportunities

Match Point’s mission statement is “creating 
opportunities for persons with intellectual dis-

abilities,” and they did just that at this event with 26 
athletes from South Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Illinois and Texas competing in singles and unified 
doubles at the Galleria Tennis and Athletic Club 
(GTAC) in Houston.  The event started off with a 
social for the sponsors, volunteers and unified 
partners to discuss the event and for the unified 
partners to receive a picture and info sheet about their partners. 
  The next day athletes arrived for practice, divisioning and coaches meeting and the action started the day after with two singles and 
one round of unified doubles followed by the most favorite activity – the dance.  During the four day event it was hard to figure out who 
was more excited about the tournament the athletes, the unified partners or the volunteers.  One thing for sure, fun was had by all and 
everyone will be back next year. Thanks to GTAC for the air conditioning during Houston’s record heat and the Houston Umpires Tennis 
Association for donating their time.

Anna Bright, 11-year old from Fort Worth, Texas won a 12s doubles title 
at 2011 USTA Girls’ National Clay Court Championships - Photo courtesy of Kris Bright

Kari Burt of Stafford, Texas

texas section
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SPeCIal OlYMPICS

Once again UT Arlington was the place to be for tennis Memorial 
Day weekend at the 2011 Special Olympics Texas State 

Games. The tournament started with the 
athletes, coaches and families hitting the 
tennis courts on Thursday afternoon for 
divisioning, catching up with old friends and 
meeting new ones. Three new delegations – 
Allen ISD, Magnolia Champions and Lavaca 
Lobo – joined 16 returning delegations for a 
weekend of tennis. 
 Play began Friday morning with 19 athletes 
participating in the preliminary skills and 48 
athletes in singles. Saturday was the finals of 
the skills competition as 17 doubles teams 
and 11 unified doubles hit the courts to win 
gold. 
  Special Olympics Texas and USTA Texas 
would like to thank all the volunteers who 
made this event possible, especially Kevin 
Foster who headed up the umpires from 
the Dallas / Fort Worth area, Claire Harrison 

from the Arlington Tennis Association who recruited volunteers 
to help with on court duties and the Steve Hayes family who is 

always helping out on the tennis courts.  
Every volunteer who works this event walks 
away saying they will be back next year 
and that their lives have been changed by 
the athletes and that it is one of the most 
rewarding experiences they have encoun-
tered. Special Olympics Texas has grown 
slowly but steadily in the 22 participating 
areas since 2005. The gross participation 
numbers have more than doubled, from 331 
to 729 and have grown by 319 participants 
since 2010.
   If you are interested in getting involved 
with Special Olympics or Wheelchair ten-
nis please contact Taylor Helfeldt, USTA 
Texas at thelfeldt@texas.usta.com or at (512) 
433-1334 ext. 219 and for Adaptive Tennis 
contact Cindy Benzon, USTA Texas at cben-
zon@texas.usta.com.

2011 Special Olympics Texas State Games

The 2011 Special Olympics Texas State Games 
hosted 48 athletes that participated in singles, 17 
doubles teams, 11 unified doubles and 19 partici-
pants in the preliminary skills events.

august 2011
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Texas set a magnificent stage for the Davis Cup by BNP 
Paribas, as Austin and the state of Texas  proved itself an 
internationally welcoming place, as the eyes of the ten-

nis world descended upon Texas, from July 8-10, and we didn’t 
disappoint. 
 The only thing disheartening to the U.S. fans about the tie 
against Spain was the outcome, losing 3-1. But the USTA, the 
Texas Section, the City of Austin and the Davis Cup staff and vol-
unteers received rave reviews for all of the exciting events lead-
ing up to the matches, from the warm Texas hospitality to the 
sensational environment created for tennis fans of all ages - all of 
which  created a superb and memorable event for all.
 The U.S. team consisted of Austin native Andy Roddick, Mardy 
Fish and the No. 1 doubles team of Bob and Mike Bryan, who 
excited the raucous and boisterous crowd in a 6-7 (3), 6-4, 6-4, 
6-4 over Spain’s Fernando Verdasco and Marcel Granollers. 
 “Yeah, we were pretty jacked up. It’s Davis Cup. We came out 
hyped,” said Mike Bryan.
 A capacity crowd of 16,269 attended each of the three-days of 
tennis held at the Erwin Center, and a three-day total of 48,807, 
is the second highest attendance mark in U.S. Davis Cup his-
tory behind the 1990 World Group Final against Australia in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. (50,962).
 The Davis Cup events began on July 5 with a pre-draw press 
conference by both teams and an appearance by the U.S. team 
at the USTA Texas hosted Tennis Festival. The festival featured 
games, music, activity booths and various on-court hitting 
activities for 10 and Under to adults. Participating kids got to hit 
with Roddick, the Bryans’, Fish and other team members. July 6 
featured the SmashZone interactive event with the Bryan broth-
ers and the U.S. and Spanish team open practices. July 7 was the 
Davis Cup Draw Ceremony and a special musical performance by 
the Grammy Award-winning Asleep at the Wheel. Match play 
was at the sold out Frank Erwin Center from July 8-10. 
 “I’ll look back and remember the crowd and the week,” said 
Fish. “This is the loudest Davis Cup I have been a part of.”
 This is the first time the U.S. has lost a Davis Cup tie at home 
since a 2005 first round loss to Croatia in Los Angeles. Since 1900 
the U.S. is 109-16 at home, 39-5 since the World Group Format 
was instituted in 1981, and is 210-65 overall. The U.S. fell behind 
Spain 2-0 after dropping both first day singles matches with Fish 
losing to Lopez and Roddick falling to David Ferrer. After the 
Bryan’s doubles victory, Ferrer outlasted Fish 7-5, 7-6 (3), 5-7, 7-6 
(5) to give Spain the victory over the U.S. Team captained by Jim 
Courier. 
 “We had a lot of chances and we just didn’t get them…Spain 
is possibly the deepest nation out there in men’s tennis,” said 
Courier.
  The Ferrer/Fish match was the longest four set match in U.S. 
Davis Cup history since switching to the tiebreaker format in 
1988. It was the tenth longest match since 1989.
 With the win, Spain advanced to the semifinals to face France. 
The Austin native and crowd favorite, Roddick, was scheduled to 
play Lopez in the fifth and deciding match if Fish had won, but 
the match never materialized.

daVIS CUP Texas shines as Davis Cup Host

texas section
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USTA to build 10 & Under courts 
at Austin Tennis Center as 
part of Davis Cup Legacy program
The UsTA announced that it will build permanent 10 and under courts at the Austin 

Tennis center as part of the UsTA’s Davis cup legacy program. The program, begun 
more than a decade ago, is designed to leave a permanent tennis legacy in the com-
munities which host Davis cup ties in the United states.
  Two courts at the Austin Tennis center will be converted into eight permanent 
36-foot 10 and Under Tennis courts. four other courts will have blended lines placed on 
the courts to make them 60-foot 10 and Under Tennis courts. These conversions will further develop 10 and Under Tennis and 
youth tennis in the city.
  “We couldn’t be more pleased with how the entire Austin community has embraced this Davis cup quarterfinal,” said Jon 
vegosen, UsTA chairman of the Board and President. “our mission is to bring more tennis to more people in more ways than 
ever before, and our Davis cup legacy program is another example of how the UsTA achieves this goal.”
  “The Austin Tennis center is a leading tennis facility and we are thrilled to be linked to their future and the future of American 
tennis in this community,” said Carol Welder, an Austin resident and member of the UsTA Board of Directors. “The UsTA’s 10 
and Under initiative is designed to make tennis easier for our youngest players to learn the game, and these new courts will be 
great for our community.”
  The UsTA will invest a total of $41,000 into this project, which will also include adding a shaded patio to the Austin Tennis 
center and tying a sidewalk to the building. With a Davis cup legacy, UsTA Professional and community tennis partner to leave 
a lasting impression in communities where Davis cup is held. The Davis cup by BnP Paribas Quarterfinal between the United 
states and spain was held in Austin at the University of Texas’ frank erwin center, from July 8-10. spain defeated the U.s. 3-1.

Texas shines as Davis Cup Host

All photos by D. Hackett / USTA Texas
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US OPEN TEXAS QUALIFYING
Baradach wins men’s singles at US Open 
Texas Sectional Qualifying Tournament

former Southern Methodist University team member Artem 
Baradach won the men’s final of the 2011 US Open National 
Playoffs USTA Texas Sectional Qualifying Tournament when he 

defeated Juan Moreiras in a long three-set match 5-7, 7-5, 6-2, at the 
Arlington Tennis Center in June. Baradach, a Dallas native was an All-
Conference USA Singles First Team and Doubles honors. He earned his 
second consecutive trip to the NCAA National Championships playing 
almost exclusively as the Mustangs No. 1 player. The computer science 
major transferred to SMU from Stony Brook.

17-year old Moreiras 
replaces Baradach 
in US Open Playoffs

Men’s singles US Open Texas 
Sectional Qualifying winner 

Artem Baradach declined the invita-
tion to participate in the playoffs for 
personal reasons and according to 
USTA rules the invitation was extend-
ed and accepted by runner-up Juan 
Moreiras from San Antonio. 
 Moreiras, a junior at Churchill 
High School, was the youngest play-
er competing in the men’s singles 
draw in New Haven at just 17, was 
defeated in the first round of the 
US Open National Playoffs falling to 
David Martin (Southern section) 6-4, 
6-2. Martin a US Open veteran, 30 is 
ranked No. 102 in doubles.

Washington defeats Alba to secure 
women’s US Open Texas qualifying title

Mashona Washington, younger sister of MaliVai Washington, 
defeated Rosalia Alda 6-4, 7-5 to win the 2011 US Open 

National Playoffs USTA Texas Sectional Qualifying Tournament, 
held in Arlington and advanced to the Texas section representative 
at the US Open National Playoffs – Women’s Championship held 
Aug. 18-21. Washington 35, now residing in Houston, began playing 
tennis at the age four. She won the juniors 1992 US Indoor National 
18s, and turned professional in 1995. She was ranked as high as No. 
50 in the world in 2004 and No. 55 in doubles in 2005, highlighted 
by reaching the third 
round at Wimbledon 
that year.  In the 
national semifinals, 
No. 2 seed Yasmin 
Schnack defeated 
Washington, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-4, in a tough 
three-set battle 
at the US Open 
National Playoffs – 
Men’s and Women’s 
Championships.

Adams brother, sister combo wins US Open 
Texas sectional mixed doubles

In a three set thriller, Harrison and Samantha Adams advanced to the US 
Open National Playoffs – Mixed Doubles Championship by defeating the 

team of Lenka Broosova and Jordan Rux, 5-7, 7-5, 1-0 (7) to win the mixed 
doubles final at the 2011 US Open Texas Sectional Qualifying Tournament in 
Arlington. The New Braunfels natives won the State AAAAA Mixed Doubles 
title in 2010. Samantha is a sophomore at Texas Tech and her brother Harrison 
is a junior at New Braunfels High School. The Adams’ battled in a 1-6, 6-4, 
10-7 defeat to Imke Reimers and Erik Donley of Northern in the first round 
of the US Open National Playoffs Mixed Doubles Championships.

Artem Baradach - Photo by Tessa Kolodny

Mashona Washington - Photo by Tessa Kolodny

Samantha and Harrison Adams - Photo by Tessa Kolodny

Juan Moreiras - Photo by Tessa Kolodny
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