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HistoryHistory  
 
John Coman from the USTA Southern California district championed what was first 
referred to as the “Balboa Tiebreak,” named after the tennis club it originated at in the 
early 1980s. The Coman Tiebreak was created by Balboa Tennis Club players when 
they realized it was unfair to wait six points until sides were changed during a first-to-
seven or 12-point tiebreak. In 1985 the Coman Tiebreak was designated an 
“experimental tiebreak” by the USTA, and in the early 2000s it was adopted for national 
league play. 
 
In 2004 the name was changed from the Balboa to the Coman Tiebreak in memory of 
Coman, a recently-deceased player who was a strong proponent of the tiebreak.  
 
“In recognition of a lifetime devoted to tennis, USTA decided to remove the designation 
‘experimental’ from the tiebreak he fought so hard for and name it in his honor. A fitting 
tribute to a real gentleman,” wrote Margaret Anderson, who has served on the USTA 
Adult/Senior Competition Committee. 
  
How  does  it  work?How does it work?  
 
The Coman Tiebreak Procedure is played out the same as the standard tiebreak except 
that court sides are changed after the first point, then after every four points (i.e., after 
the 5th, 9th, 13th, 17th points, etc.), and at the conclusion of the tiebreak.   
 
For example, if the Coman Tiebreak Procedure is used when the set score reaches 6-all, 
the player whose turn it is to serve shall serve the first point from the deuce court; after 
the first point, the players shall change ends and the following two points shall be served 
by the opponent(s) (in doubles, the player of the opposing team due to serve next), 
starting with the ad court; after this, each player/team shall serve alternately for two 
consecutive points (starting with the ad court), changing ends after every four points, 
until the end of the tiebreak.     
       
When  will  it  be  used?When will it be used?  
        
USTA Florida uses the Coman Tiebreak at all USTA League Tennis region and section 
championships for all set and match tiebreaks. Use of the Coman Tiebreak is encouraged 
during local league play. 
          
What  are  the  advantages?What are the advantages?  
       

1. Fairness – By changing ends more frequently, the effects of the elements (sun, 
wind, etc.) are distributed more evenly between the two opponents, as opposed 
to playing six consecutive points before changing ends. 
 

2. Consistency – In doubles, the server will always serve from the same end of the 
court, rather than having to serve from both ends. 

  


