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Freedoms and Smash Sizzle!
Despite the Philadelphia Freedoms just missing the wildcard playoff 

spot and although the Delaware Smash may not have ended the year 
with a winning record, both seasons were truly successes. The Freedoms 
move to the King of Prussia Mall provided fans with a new and enhanced 
overall experience, and the festive atmosphere and high level of world-class 
professional tennis helped to make the transition very smooth.  

The 2008 Freedoms squad was made up of fifth year Freedoms Coach 
Craig Kardon, University of Miami alumna Audra Cohen, the top 4 
ranked WTT doubles pair of Alex Bogomolov, Jr. and Travis Parrott, 
hometown hero Lisa Raymond and ‘08 Wimbledon singles and doubles 
champion Venus Williams. The Smash, which returned to the DuPont 
Country Club team consisted of fourth year coach Mariaan de Swardt, 
Illinois star alum Ryler de Heart, the always energetic Christina Fusano, 
doubles standout Chris Haggard, four-time Grand Slam doubles champ 
Liezel Huber and Middle States own Madison Brengle. Each player proved 
to be an asset to their respective team, whether it was bringing in the wins, 
cheering on teammates or getting the crowd on their feet.

Community outreach has always been an important component of both 
teams and this year was no exception. Tennis superstars Venus Williams, 
John McEnroe and the Bryan Brothers helped to raise over $20,000 
for the Freedoms’ and Smash’s official charities – Fox Chase Cancer 
Center and the Christiana Care Heart and Vascular Center, respectfully. 
Combined, the Freedoms and Smash provided free clinics to around 2,000 
children and gave away over 4,000 Advanta Jr. Racquets. Other celebrities, 
on and off the court, such as Billie Jean King, Tracy Austin, actress and 
comedian Wanda Sykes, Michael Barkann from Comcast SportsNet, John 
Clark and Vai Sikahemma from NBC 10, and Delaware Senator Tom 
Carper helped to add to the fun and excitement.

ADVERTISEMENT

Check out philadelphiafreedoms.com and delawaresmash.com for more pictures  
and the latest news or call us at 302.774.4238 for season ticket information!
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and abilities for 10 years.
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18 USTA School Tennis 
  USTA’s No-Cut Program keeps kids 

on court. Peter Sok and the West 
Chester B. Reed Henderson High 
School tennis teams are shining 
examples of the No-Cut policy at 
work.

23 USTA League Tennis 
  Nazareth, Pa.’s, wheelchair tennis 

stand-out Sheila Costanzi enjoys 
life in a new league; while League 
veteran’s battle-it-out for Section 
bragging rights, and a ticket to 
Nationals.  

26  U.S. Transplant Games
 Pittsburgh welcomed thousands of  
 transplant champions. However, in  
 this competition, just participating is  
 worthy of the gold medal.
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Executive Director’s 
Message  –  

 Marlynn Orlando

As a kid, I would ride my bike up to 
the high school and hit balls against a 
wall.  The balls were always flat, as they 
were retrieved from my backyard where 
they landed from the swim and racquet 
club behind our house.  My racquet was 
an old wooden one, which was never 
restrung.  I’d hit balls against the wall 
till the sun set and the mosquitoes had 

sufficiently feasted on my arms and legs.  Each time I went to the wall I hoped someone would take  
pity on me and ask me to play in a real game.  

If only I had known about a marvelous program called Gold Cup, our cover story in this issue of 
NetPlay.  Each season, Gold Cup allows hundreds of young players the affordable opportunity to 
improve their tennis skills in a competitive, supportive environment.  This year Gold Cup celebrates its 
50th Anniversary.  The Gold Cup story is an amazing tale of what happened when a tennis enthusiast, 
the late Bob Strimel, Sr., decided to create a new program for children and how compassion and 
ingenuity gave birth to a lasting legacy in the Philadelphia Area Tennis District.  The Gold Cup story 
embodies the mission and vision of USTA Middle States – respectively – “To Promote and Develop the 
Growth of Tennis” and “Serving Tennis to All.”  

The Gold Cup concept builds partnerships between tennis clubs/facilities, teaching pros and coaches, 
parents and players in search of a unified goal.  This is what USTA is all about – all the components  
of the tennis community working together to create and support players.  

As we finish our championship season in Middle States and celebrate the accomplishments of our Jr. 
Team Tennis and USTA League players, my thoughts wonder to all those kids, sitting home alone or 
hitting balls by themselves, just wishing someone would ask them to play.  If there is someone you know 
like this, bring them a racquet and can of balls (old used ones are fine) and ask them to play.  You can’t 
underestimate the lasting impact this might have.

So, to end where I started, eventually someone did take pity on me at the wall and 35 years later,  
I’m still playing and now….working in the sport I love.
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Many tennis matches are won and lost on the six inch tennis court between 
your ears. You probably know the mental side of tennis is the most important 
factor in predicting success on the court. But have you ever been taught to be 
mentally tough? 

Physical skills take a while to develop, but you can instantly become a better   
player by having the same attitude and mind-set as a Roger Federer. Below are 
my top five mental mistakes that tennis players make.

Mistake # 1: Playing with a negative attitude. Have you ever missed a first serve and said to yourself, 
“Don’t double fault!” and you then proceed to double fault? Many players tend to focus on what they’re 
doing wrong in a match and end up frustrating themselves even more. The fact is you rarely fix a 
problem when you focus on it with a negative outlook. By shifting your attitude, your energy goes into 
playing better rather than worrying about making another mistake.

Mistake # 2: Focusing on strengths instead of weaknesses. Sure, it’s fun to practice what you’re good 
at, but it doesn’t help improve your weakest link. If you have a killer forehand but no backhand and 
your opponent sees that in the warm-up, guess what? They’re going to hit everything to your backhand. 
Although it seems obvious, most of your practice should be spent improving your weaknesses, not your 
strengths.

Mistake # 3: Thinking winning is everything. If this was truly the case, wouldn’t you just play people 
you knew you could beat? That would get old fast. Facing a challenge is the best way to learn, and 
losing a match is the best motivation for boosting your game. If you focus only on winning, you’ll end 
up putting too much pressure on yourself and quickly lose the joy in playing the game. Winning is a 
byproduct of having fun and focusing on the right process.

Mistake # 4: Performing according to your emotions. The biggest difference between elite players and 
average players is that when most players feel tired, frustrated or unfocused, they play that way, while 
the best players know how to channel their emotions into game-winning power. Energy is a state of 
mind, and learning how to summon it when you feel it the least is the key to rising to the top of your 
game.

Mistake # 5: Setting vague goals. Almost all of the players I work with cite “becoming a better tennis 
player” as their number one goal. But what they don’t realize is that goal won’t actually help them get to 
the next level. The best way to set goals is making them specific and giving them a realistic timeframe. 
With that in mind, an effective goal would be to say something like: “I want to be able to get nine out 
of ten of my serves in play by the end of the month.”

Ed Tseng is an internationally known peak performance expert and motivational speaker from 
Princeton, N.J. He was a tennis professional at the Princeton Racquet Club for ten years and received 
the USTA MS NJD Pro of the Year Award in 2005. He has a B.S. in Marketing and Professional Tennis 
Management from Ferris State University.
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For more information on USPTA Middle 
States Convention and to receive a conference 
brochure contact Tim Irwin at 610-730-0042  
or e-mail usptaexdirms@aol.com. 

“We are Not just teNNis teaChers,  
                        We are ChaNgiNg the World.”

UNITED STATES PROFESIONAL TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION INVITES EVERYONE TO THE 

2009 MIDDLE STATES TENNIS CONVENTION
Friday & Saturday February 6 & 7
Hempfield Recreation Complex
950 Church Street
Landisville, PA

LEARN ABOUT... 
•Sustaining success through  
 reversing the pyramid
•Creating connections
•Challenging assumptions
•Customer Service
•Expanding your career

…ALONG WITH NEW DRILLS AND ON-COURT  
TRAINING WITH ATTENDEE PARTICIPATION 

“2 days you won’t want to miss” 

•Seeing the big picture
•Technology
•Opportunities knocking
•Diversification
•Specialization

The 2007 USPTA Middle 
States Award winners were 
presented their awards at the 
DuPont CC at a Delaware 
Smash match.  
 
Left to right: Wilson Pipkin, President 
USPTA-MS, Becky Desmond – First 
inductee into the USPTA MS Hall of Fame, 
Koach Tim Conroy – Pro of the Year, Bill 
Neal – College Coach of the Year, Robert 
Wirth – Rookie of the Year, Jerome Simon 
– High School Coach of the Year, Billie Jean 
King, Tim Irwin USPTA MS Executive 
Director

ADVERTISEMENT
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Tennis Shorts

Alison Riske, McMurray, Pa., was recognized as one of 
the four recipients of the prestigious Bill Talbert Junior 
Sportsmanship Award presented annually by the USTA. 
The award winners were guests of the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame during Hall of Fame Weekend, July 11-13, 
in Newport, R.I. and were treated to an unforgettable 
weekend. The festivities included the 2008 International 
Tennis Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony as well as the 
Campbell’s Tennis Championship, an ATP event. Riske, 
17, who reached No. 1 in the Girls’ 18 National singles 
standings in 2007, recently traveled to Russia as a hitting 
partner with the US Fed Cup team.  Photo courtesy of 
ITHF/Michael Baz

NEWS FRoM ARoUND THE SECTIoN

Central PA
The 9th Annual Hempfield Wheelchair Tennis Tourn-
ament was played at the Hempfield Sports Complex in 
Landisville, Pa. Nationally-ranked competitors filled the 
courts in both singles and doubles competition. Local 
star Tarek Zohdi of Ephrata, Pa., took home both singles 
and doubles championships. Zohdi, the tournament’s 
No. 1 seed, battled through a difficult semifinal three-
setter before winning the final. In the Men’s Wheelchair 
A Doubles, Zohdi and Mark Jenkinson teamed up to 
take the title without dropping a set. Zohdi, who was 
ranked as high as No. 5 nationally in Men’s Wheelchair 
A Singles standings currently sits at No. 22 and has not 
dropped a match in the past rankings period. 

Delaware
The Delaware Tennis Center at Bellevue State Park 
in Wilmington, Del., hosted a day of fun and tennis 
on July 15, through a Regional Rally. More than 120 
youngsters from seven National Junior Tennis League 
(NJTL) chapters from three states descended on the 
Diamond State for tennis games, expert instruction and 
cool prizes. Participants and volunteers were then treated 
to that evening’s World TeamTennis match between the 
Delaware Smash and the Springfield Lasers, where once 
again juniors from different NJTL chapters came together 
to cheer on the hometown Smash. 

 
Tommy Meyer, Bernville, Pa., can add another piece of 
hardware actually six more to his expanding trophy case. 
The 18-year-old won a record six gold medals at the 2008 
Keystone State Games, an Olympic style competition, 
which brought together the best athletes from around 
Pennsylvania. Meyer, representing the Blue Mountain 
region, finished first in the Boy’s 18 and Men’s Open 
singles, teamed-up with brother Michael, 16 to win Boy’s 
18 and Men’s Open doubles and also captured both the 
Mixed 18 and Mixed Open doubles with fellow Berks 
County resident Martha Blakely of Wyomissing. For 
his efforts at the games, Meyer, who is ranked No. 4 in  
Middle States, received the most outstanding athlete award.  

New Jersey
Jan-Michael Gambill, Justin Gimelstob and other 
legends and current professional tennis players including 
Philadelphia’s Josh Cohen entertained hundreds at the 
inaugural Newton Motorsports Pro Tennis Classic at 
the beautiful Lake Mohawk Tennis Club in Sparta, N.J. 
Proceeds from the event will benefit The Kaleidoscope 
of Hope Foundation for ovarian cancer research 
and the Newton Memorial Hospital Foundation for 
improvements and upgrades to its Maternity Unit and 
Women’s Health Initiative. The event also featured a 
junior clinic in which some of the Garden State’s future 
stars had the chance to learn from Gambill and former 
world No. 1 Glenn Michibata.

Philadelphia
Taylor Cohen of Huntingdon Valley, Pa., became the 
latest addition to an impressive list of athletes who have 
appeared in Sports Illustrated’s “Faces in the Crowd” in 
the July 14 issue. Cohen, a recent graduate of Lower 
Moreland High School, won five PIAA Class AA tennis 
championships (singles in 2007 and 2008, doubles 
in 2006 and team titles in 2007 and 2008) - the first 
tennis titles his school has ever won. The former top-100 
nationally ranked USTA junior will take aim at the record 
books this fall as a freshman at Clemson University.

856-222-1777 
14 Federal St , Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054  

www.southjerseytennis.com

Free 15 Minute Evaluation with Tennis Director.

Featuring QuickStart Tennis 
5 Indoor/5 Outdoor Courts 

Fitness Facility 
 Low Student/Teacher Ratio

Allegheny 
Mountain

Eastern PA

First 20 to register 
by September 15 for 
 QuickStart get a free 

tennis racquet
 

Must mention this ad

 
Juniors classes begin 
September 15, 2008
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Cover Story

Are you old enough to remember 1958? 
Twenty-four cents a gallon gasoline?  
Bill Haley and the Comets? Danny and 

the Juniors? Red Skelton?  Jack Benny? The year 
Althea Gibson became the first black woman  
to win Wimbledon?

1958 was a big year in history. The U.S. launched 
its first satellite in space.  America’s most popular 
toy:  the Hula Hoop was born.  It was also the 
first year for a new junior tennis program in 
Philadelphia called Gold Cup.

“Gold Cup is the most successful and popular 
program the Philadelphia Area Tennis District (PATD) 
sponsors,” says PATD President Rose Weinstein. 
“No other district offers anything like it.” 

For just $138 dollars, Gold Cup students receive 
ten weeks of instruction, top level coaching, 
a junior USTA membership, T-shirt and an 
opportunity to compete in a season ending 
district Gold Cup tournament.  

Gold Cup was the brainchild of the late Bob 
Strimel, Sr. “He came up with the idea of having 
indoor clubs in the tri-state area donate time for 
juniors to play once a week during the winter 
months,” says Strimel’s son, Bob, Jr.  “He wanted 
kids to be able to compete with kids from Florida, 
Southern California and warmer climates where 
they get to play tennis year round outside.”

“It made tennis accessible to children who 
couldn’t afford to get indoor court time in 
the winter,” says Barbara Freitag.  She and her 
husband Frank ran the program for 15 years.   
“It was really rewarding.”

“The program also served as a stimulus for our 
high school students,” says Marie Seward, another 
Gold Cup veteran.  “It was a stepping stone for 
younger players wishing to move their games  
to the next level.”

Bob Strimel, who now works for Gamma Sports 
says his dad’s vision is one that left a lasting 
impression on his life.  “He gave me the love of 
sports, especially tennis, and I’ve earned a great 
living involved in tennis…all because of my Dad.”

This year, PATD, one of the six districts of the 
USTA Middle States section, celebrates the 50th 
Anniversary of Gold Cup with a special look 
back at the many lives and careers that have been 
touched by this unique and highly successful 
junior tennis program.  The list of Gold Cup 
graduates reads like a “Who’s Who” in tennis. 

“David DiLucia is one of our best-known and 
most successful Gold cup graduates,” says Weinstein.  

DiLucia is a former ATP tour professional and 
Philadelphia Freedoms player.  Today, he is part  
of the USTA family serving as a Men’s Coach with 
USTA National.  

Who else came up through the Gold cup ranks?   

“I participated in Gold cup as a junior in 1981-
1982,” recalls Michael Kennedy, now the Director 
of Junior Competition with USTA Middle States.

Then there is Tina Tharp, the former Executive 
Director of the prestigious Arthur Ashe Youth 
Tennis and Education Center in Philadelphia,  
“I just really enjoyed it,” says Tina.  “I remember 
we had to get up really early on Saturday mornings, 
some classes started at 5 a.m. We’d drive all the way 
from Doylestown to Manayunk just to play tennis.”  

Delco Tennis Director Monica Androsko also 
remembers those early tennis mornings in the 
70’s.  “I had to get up at 4:30 in the morning for 
Gold Cup. But I can’t remember a time that I had 
trouble getting up to go.  Back then you didn’t 
have the various tournaments you have today so 

being in Gold Cup was a really big deal.” 

Such a big deal that early Gold Cup students had 
to try out just to get in.  Harold Conway says 
only the very top players in Philadelphia got in. 

“I remember there’d be over 200 kids trying to 
get in the program,” says Conway, co-owner and 
High Performance Coach at Frog Hollow Racquet 
Club in Lansdale, Pa. “It was competitive.  They’d 
put numbers on the backs of our shirts and we 
were assigned to a club based on our level of play.”

“We’d start at 5 or 6 o’clock at night and do 
tryouts sometimes until midnight,” recalls Freitag. 

Tharp says it was an honor to be chosen for Gold 
Cup.  It was even bigger to be assigned to a top 
class with the top players. “For me, it was going 
and playing in a building that had Arthur Ashe’s 
name on it,” says Tharp. “He was a legend and  
I just felt like, ‘Oh, I’m going to Arthur Ashe,  
I’ve arrived’!”

Benjamin Sattler, Collegeville, Pa.
2008 Gold Cup Logo Contest Winner

Winning Gold Cup Logo Design 

Golden 
Memories

of Gold Cup
By Karen Jennings
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Students who “arrived” in the early Gold Cup 
system were awarded special Gold Cup patches for 
their participation.  Like high school varsity letters 
are today, the Gold Cup patch was the ultimate 
teenage tennis status symbol.

“The patch was a pretty good size,” remembers 
Monica Androsko.  “It was green and gold with 
crossed tennis racquets and had the year on it.  
Everybody wanted a Gold Cup patch.”

Like all things, Gold Cup has changed through 
the years.  Today’s students don’t get patches.  
They get T-shirts.  There are no tryouts.  And 
students are now free to choose their Gold Cup 
host site.  With higher gas prices now, most 
students choose a club that is close to home.

Some Gold Cup classes still take place before 
dawn.  Others are now offered at more family–
friendly afternoon and evening hours.  

Enrollment is off the charts.  Last year, a record 
350 students registered for classes at a dozen host 
club sites. 

And high school team coaches are increasingly 
turning to Gold Cup to provide off-season 
training for their players.  “I encourage the Rustin 
High School players to participate in the Gold 
Cup program,” says coach Laura Clark.  “Because 
having high school level players playing other 

high school level players will increase their drive 
for success.”

“In March when the boy’s season starts, you’re 
fighting the elements,” says Phoenixville HS Boys 
Coach Leo Scoda. “The wind is blowing thirty 
miles an hour and it is 42 degrees.  It’s not the 
time of year when you can really teach or learn 
tennis skills.  But with Gold Cup, the kids can be 
indoors playing in January so they’re ready when 
the season begins in the spring.”

After 50 years, it’s no surprise that Gold Cup 
now spans across two generations.  Philadelphia 
attorney, Craig Fox took part in the program  
in the mid to late 70’s.  Today his son Oliver  
is enrolled in the program too.

“He was in the Ashe program this year,” says Fox. 
“It’s a great program. Court time is expensive, 
especially indoors.  And it’s a great way to get better.”

And getting better, promoting tennis and having 
fun is what Gold Cup and the USTA MS 
Philadelphia Area Tennis District is all about.  

With this being the 50th Anniversary season  
of Gold Cup, there will be extra fun in store for 
students.  The first 50 kids to register will win 
a pair of 2009 World TeamTennis Philadelphia 
Freedoms tickets.  The first 50 students will also 
get the chance to win two tickets to the US Open.

Gold Cuppers will get a special anniversary edition  
T-shirt designed by Benjamin Sattler of Collegeville,  
Pa., winner of the Gold Cup logo contest. 

“I couldn’t believe it when I found out I won,” 
says Sattler. “I’ve played tennis for four or five years  
but last year was my first year doing Gold Cup.”

As winner of the contest, Sattler receives a free 
season of Gold Cup and his design will be featured  
on all Gold Cup news and promotional material.  
“I enjoyed Gold Cup immensely.  I liked that  
it had a very one on one feel in a group setting.  
It really let me improve my skills while letting me 
see how my game stood up against my peers and 
older players.”

2008-09 Gold Cup registration forms  
will be posted online in September on:  
www.philadelphia.usta.com. As always,  
students are encouraged to sign up early  
because classes fill up quickly.

Over the past 50 years, Gold Cup has helped 
produce great players and leaders in the tennis 
community.  If the past is a good indicator of the 
future, the next 50 years should turn out great 
tennis talent as well.

Whether the student hails from the days of the 
hula-hoop or the ipod, it’s certain they’ll have one 
thing in common:  a genuine love for tennis.  •

Gold Cup Grads
 Where are they now?

David DiLucia

Former ATP Player, 
2001 WTT 
Philadelphia 
Freedom National 
Championship 
player, National 
Men’s Coach, 
USTA

Michael Kennedy

USTA MS Director, 
Junior Competition

Harold Conway

Co-Owner and 
High Performance 
Coach, Frog Hollow 
Racquet Club

Monica Androsko 

Director Delco 
Tennis, Coordinator 
of Boys National 
18s Tournament

OtHEr GOLD CuP ALuMNi:

Bob Strimel 
Gamma Sports

Greg Williams 
Pro, Green Valley CC

Dave Abrams 
Executive Director, USTA Eastern

Sandy Hastings 
(former Gold Cup Coach) 
Director of Junior Competition 
USTA Southern
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Membership

It’s all about YOU!
USTA members get the special treatment  
             today, and always!
As a USTA member, you show the world how 

much you appreciate tennis. In return, we 
want to show how much we appreciate you by 
offering a variety of exclusive benefits and one-of-a 
kind offers — available only to our members. 
 
Read the latest tennis happenings with your 
subscription to TENNIS magazine, and Middle 
States own NetPlay magazine. 
 
Compete for National Championships through 
USTA League Tennis and USTA sanctioned 
tournament play. Both options provide playing 
opportunities for players of all ages and abilities. 

USTA members also enjoy preferred ticket access 
to pro tournaments throughout the country 
including the US Open, US Open Series and 
World TeamTennis. Members can participate in 
special member-only events and promos. You can 
also save on USTA and US Open merchandise 
through USTA.com.

Looking for tennis instruction and a great vacation? Now get both at selected resorts, camps and 
junior camps across the country with USTA member discounts including specials at Sandals 
and Beaches Resorts. 

You can also save at thousands of restaurants with Rewards Network! USTA members can earn  
up to 20 percent in cash-back rewards without having to show special cards or coupons. 
 
It’s all here through the Active Network, Inc.— discounts on  
travel, hotels, entertainment, dining, sports gear and more. 
Discounts include (but not limited to): Enterprise, Avis, 
Budget, Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotel Group, 
1-800-Flowers.com, Modell’s, Sports Authority, 
Barnes & Noble, GNC and more!
 
To take advantage of these great 
offers, visit uStA.com 
and have your 
membership 
card ready.

Tennis is better
 

with friends.

Share your love with  
a gift of membership!

Ticket discounts

USTA League &    tournament play

Member 
appreciation 

events
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Middle States Tennis Patrons’ Foundation

Give a new tennis player a forehand. Give a new tennis 
player a backhand. But more importantly – give a new 
tennis player the gift of the game you love. 

By utilizing grassroots methods to introduce tennis to 
today’s youth, we have the most potential to impact them 
at an earlier age, and grow the sport. Invest in tennis 
growth and sustainability by making a charitable gift to 
the Middle States Tennis Patrons’ Foundation. 

For more information on the Patrons’ mission, programs 
and how you can make a difference, visit our Web page at 
www.middlestates.usta.com and click on the Patrons’ button.

Please consider a gift to tennis through your section’s 
charitable foundation – the Patrons’ Foundation. All gifts 
are reinvested back into our section to grow the game and 
support our youth. 

For the Middle States Tennis Patrons’ Foundation,  
it’s most important to “serve” first. 

“Serve” First
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For Jim Holt, it’s not about developing the 
next Roger Federer. While the sport of 
tennis is what unites more than 100 people 

on Wednesday evenings in the summertime, it’s 
the positive experiences, social interaction and 
lifelong memories that fuel his fire. 

Holt, the head men’s and women’s tennis coach 
at Gwynedd-Mercy College (GMC), started the 
Touch of Tennis clinics 10 years ago. The coach, 
who is also a Special Education teacher at the 
Wordsworth Academy, started the clinics because 
of a void of opportunity for those with special needs.

“I knew there were not a lot of programs available 
for athletes with special needs, especially for those  
who want to play and learn tennis,” Holt said. 
“But I knew I could change that. I had the resources  
and contacts to put the whole thing together.”

In its first year, Touch of Tennis reached approximately  
35 special-athletes, as well as about 20 of Holt’s 
friends, colleagues, and student-athletes who 
volunteered. Now, Holt says 71 special-athletes 
have flocked to the courts at GMC, and he’s received  
help from 35 volunteers, including Holt’s father, 
Jim Holt, Sr., and fellow clinic directors Chuck 
Scarlato, Wayne Chapman, Neal Bellucci and 
A.J. Garabedian. The participants, who range in 
age from 4 to 53, include a vast array of special 
athletes, including those with Spina Bifida, Fragile  
X Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, visual and/or auditory  
impairments and even those with physical disabilities.

There are several volunteers who drive great distances  
to work the clinics. One of those volunteers, Ashley  
Bennett, 18, from Bethlehem, Pa., started her 
freshman year at GMC this fall. She’ll also be 
competing for Holt and the GMC Griffins on the 
women’s tennis team. Bennett travels over an hour 
from Bethlehem to GMC to work the clinics that 
she says, “are fun and eye opening.”

“It’s amazing how many people are here, I feel 

A Special Touch
Touch of Tennis clinics serving 
community for 10 years

blessed to be able to help them learn the sport I love,”  
Bennett said. “I just want to make sure they are 
enjoying themselves.”

The overall success is evident by the enjoyment of 
the participants and the vocal appreciation from 
many of the parents.
 
Amy Sieberer, from Lansdale, Pa., is a mother 
of two young boys with autism. Alex, 9, has 
participated in Touch of Tennis for three years, 
while this is the first year for Jason, 6. 

“These clinics are phenomenal,” Sieberer said. “They  
not only get the kids out of the house, but also it 
gets them involved in a social setting, keeps them  
active and helps with their hand-eye coordination.” 

“When they have a good hit, or they find that 
sweet spot in the racquet, it makes them feel  
so good about themselves,” Sieberer continued.  
“It gives them ownership of a skill, which  
is so important for their confidence.”

Peg Keenan’s (Ivyland, Pa.) 15-year-old daughter 
Monica, who has Down Syndrome, has excelled at 
the clinics, so much so, that Keenan plans to make  
the sport a permanent part of her daughters routine.

“Tennis is something we can do as a family, at 
home or at the shore,” Keenan said. “We haven’t 
played tennis in years, but these clinics have 
showed us we can easily start again.”

It’s responses like this that give Holt the 
satisfaction to continue the clinics each year. 

Although Touch of Tennis is “climbing towards 
maximum capacity,” as GMC has only five courts 
for the participants to use, Holt still plans to 
continue to improve the clinic and the experience. 
He hopes to add more instructional aides and 
equipment, as well as continue to provide each 
participant with a video and T-shirt.

“To think that we have made some kind of an 
impact on these kid’s lives is almost an unparallel 
feeling,” Holt said. “I have a truly profound sense 
of gratification in knowing that my little idea 10 
years ago has blossomed into what it is today.” 

The participants are not the only ones who have 
been impacted.

Scarlato, who’s helped Holt since Touch of Tennis’ 
inaugural year, says “you can have a bad day at 
work, or not feel well, but you come here and all 
of your problems become so minimal when you 
see the smiles you help put on the participants faces.”

This impact on the volunteers gives Holt an 
overwhelming sense of satisfaction.

“Many of our volunteers are exposed to a new 
experience, they help kids who may not be 
the same as them, and it gives them a different 
perspective on life,” Holt said. “Now Touch of 
Tennis is affecting people on both sides of the net 
and giving everyone a new ‘slant’ on life. I really 
couldn’t ask for more.”  •
  – Carrie Rupp

Attendees work on all tennis skills, including forehands 
and backhands. 

A participant and instructor meet at the net to discuss  
a drill. 

Diversity

Touch of Tennis founder, Jim Holt, introduces himself  
to a participant.
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Reverend Peter Marshall once said, “Let us not 
be content to wait and see what will happen, 

but give us the determination to make the right 
things happen.” Over the past eight years, the 
Chestnut Ridge School District has encountered a 
group of individuals determined to make the right 
things happen, and because of it, its girl’s tennis 
team has a place to call “home.”

Kayla and Samantha Blackburn, sisters from 
Alum Bank, Pa., were eight and six, respectively, 
when they were first introduced to tennis at an 
aunt’s house in Texas. When they came home, 
they began lessons at the Summit Racquet Club 
in Altoona, Pa., nearly 50 miles from their 
hometown. 

The girls’ love for their newly adopted sport was 
the impetus for the first-ever Chestnut Ridge 
girl’s tennis team and their school and town’s 
lack of courts didn’t dissuade them. The sisters 
successfully lobbied their school to start the team, 
vowing to use a nearby town’s Park and Rec 
courts, located 17 miles away.

Fast forward six years. 

The team, and head coach, Rebecca Musselman, 
received a dose of reality when the town, which 
owned the courts they were using, told them 
they wanted the courts resurfaced and if the team 
wanted to continue using them, they would have 
to pay for half the costs. Chestnut Ridge decided 
it was in their best interest to build their own 

courts, the first ever to grace the town of New 
Paris. The school offered to contribute $100,000 
towards the construction of the courts, but the 
team was responsible for producing the rest. 

Musselman and a few other parents and town 
members formed the Chestnut Ridge Community 
Tennis Association. The group began fundraising, 
holding spaghetti dinners, car washes, selling 
coupons and holding a dinner and auction. 
They’re dedicated efforts raised approximately 
$40,000 dollars over three years – an impressive 
effort, but still not enough to secure construction. 

At this point, Musselman and the other members 
of the CTA met with USTA Middle States Tennis 
Service Representative Amanda Faris-Denis. Faris-
Denis introduced the group to the possibility 
of applying for a USTA Public Facility Funding 
grant. The group applied, and was selected. The 
USTA granted Chestnut Ridge School District 
nearly $30,000, enough to guarantee construction 
of the courts. 

The girls, Musselman, Chestnut Ridge 
Community Tennis Association and the school 
district were thrilled.

“By having courts at the school, the girls won’t 
have to miss as much class time as they have 
before,” Musselman said. “We would miss about 
an hour and a half for every home match.”

Musselman also noted the district’s gym teachers 
will incorporate tennis into their curriculum, the 
community will have access to the courts and the 
school hopes to start a boy’s tennis team.

The courts were completed in mid-August, and 
the 27 girl’s on this year’s team, the program’s 
eighth-season, were able to walk to practices and 
matches for the first time. 

And for the first time, the team truly got to 
compete and represent their home.  •
  – Carrie Rupp

Photo courtesy of Slippery Rock University Athletics

Two NJTL of Trenton (NJTLT) participants, 
Nu-Kermai Cute Kermah (right) and 

Anjanique Newell (left), were selected to represent 
USTA Middle States at the 2008 USTA NJTL 
Leadership Camp held July 22-28 in Washington, 
D.C.

The young ladies were nominated by NJTL of 
Trenton’s Executive Director Dan Faber, who said, 
“We nominated these two wonderful young ladies 
based on their work ethics and personalities. In 
addition, they both demonstrate our NJTLT core 
values: Acceptance of others; Responsible behavior 
at home, school and on the court; Academic 
excellence; and Healthy lifestyles and self respect.”

Anjanique, a 14-year-old at Trenton High School 
– Main Campus who enjoys baking and writing, 
said the most valuable lesson she learned while 

in Washington was “how to be a leader and to be 
responsible.” She said the overall message of the 
camp was “what you do affects others.”

Cute, a 13-year-old at Joyce Kilmer Elementary 
School who enjoys dancing and singing, said 
her tennis skills have improved since leaving the 
camp, she says she’s a more consistent player. Her 
highlight of the camp was attending a World 
TeamTennis match between the Washington, 
D.C. Kastles and the St. Louis Aces. 

The young ladies continue to stay in touch with 
the many friends they met while at camp, some 
from as close as New York, and some from as far 
as Hawaii and Texas. 

While both girls said they were surprised and 
honored to have been selected to attend the camp, 
they are both thankful and happy they had the 
opportunity.

Two Trenton Teens Attend  
USTA NJTL Camp

Community Development

A Place  
to Call Home
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Jr. Team Tennis

Smashers - 14-and-under intermediate
Coach: Christine Wu-Connell and Matt Heyse
Roster: Amanda Connell (Cherry Hill), Adrienne 
Kaye (Egg Harbor City), Erica Pascocello 
(Haddonfield), Mary Kate Maloney (Bridgeton), 
Ben Bertino (Marlton), Luke Timber (Cherry 
Hill), Kyle Sparkman (Medford) and Mike 
Conover (Medford).
Home Court: Berlin Vorhees Tennis Center, 
Berlin, N.J.

Deuce - 14-and-under Advanced
Coach: Millie Sams
Roster: Cheyenne Brown (Dayton), Chental 
Bembry (Monmouth Junction), Lauren Altschuler 
(Voorhees), Breezy Maravich (Moorestown), Ryan 
Dickerson (Marlton), Kevin Taylor (Burlington), 
Kevin Lam (Absecon) and Michael Perrone 
(Mount Laurel)
Home Court: Fairmount Park, Willingboro, N.J.

Central Penn Jabs - 18-and-under intermediate
Coach: Allan and Annette Grossman
Roster: Jess Klinger (Hummelstown), Amelia 
Capuano (Boiling Springs), Jenna Laubauch 
(Mechanicsburg), Andrew Grossman 
(Mechanicsburg), Steve Rozman (Steelton) and BJ 
Bush (Dillsburg)
Home Court: Susquehanna Township Park & 
Rec, Harrisburg, Pa.

Fantastic Fuzz - 18-and-under Advanced
Coach: J. Michael McLaughlin
Roster: Michael McLaughlin (Hanover), Mikesh 
Desai (York), Seth Heller (Biglerville), Corinne 
Jones (State College), Katrina Lynn (Berwick), 
Jenna Hessert (Dillsburg) and Melissa Plowman 
(York)
Home Court: South Western High School, 
Hanover, Pa.

Four teams were crowned Jr. Team Tennis (JTT) 
Section Champions at the 2008 USTA Middle  
States Section Championship held July 30-31  

at Veterans’ Park in Hamilton, N.J. The four teams, 
as well as one wild-card entry, the 14-and-under 

Advanced team from Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis & 
Education (AAYTE) in Philadelphia, will represent 

USTA Middle States at the JTT National 
Championships in Mobile, Ala., October 23-26 

(14s) and October 30-November 2 (18s). 

Champions      
Crowned!

AAYtE – 14-and-under Advanced wildcard
Coach: Alan Blackwell
Roster: Julianne Herman, Mathieu Sullivan, 
Alexandra Nuzhdin, Jordan Lieb, Zachary Lieb, 
Claire Uhle, Reeta Raquel Shrestha, Theodore J. 
Morgan, Declan Hahn and Connie Wang.
Home Court: Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis & 
Education Center
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Junior Competition

Back-to-back
The Fantastic Fuzz will travel to the National 
Championship for the second year-in-a-row. The 
team based in Hanover, Pa., went to the 2007 
JTT National Championship and finished 12th. 
More notably, at the national event, the team 
received the coveted “Team Spirit” award. The 
Fuzz’s spirit was again high at the 2008 Section 
Championship as they donned crazy hats, which 
provoked smiles from all of their competitors.

All in the family
It’s no wonder the Perrone family won the New 
Jersey District’s 2007 Family of the Year honor, 
as all members of the family are truly immersed 
in the game. Two family members, Nathan, 
9, and Michael, 14, competed at the Section 
Championships – on different teams.  Nathan’s 
team, Crush, reached the finals of the 14-and-
under Intermediate division, while Michael’s 
team, Deuce, won their pool and punched their 
ticket to the National Championship in the 
14-and-under Advanced division. 

West Coast showing
For the first time, a team from the Allegheny 
Mountain District made the trek to New Jersey 
for the Section Championship. The Wheeling-
Oglebay squad from Wheeling, W.V., made the 
six plus hour drive to the Garden State for the 
event. Coaches Millie and Gerald Mulhern said 
they were excited to represent the western portion 
of the section, and were “excited that the kids had 
the opportunity to compete.” They earned it!

Dover Dominates
Dover, Del., dominated at Delaware’s 2008 
District Championship winning three of four 
divisions. The three teams from the First State’s 
capital went on to compete at the Section 
Championship – and their dominance didn’t 
dwindle. All three teams – Delaware Destroyers, 
Delaware Nightmare 0 and Delaware Nightmare 
1 – finished second in their respective age 
divisions. At the helm of the dominance is Gaby 
Brengle, a teaching pro at Dover Indoor Tennis 
and Wild Quail Country Club, and mother to 
up-and-coming professional star and former 
USTA Middle States top junior Madison Brengle.

Looking the Part
The Jades from Wisehaven Tennis Center in York, 
Pa., certainly looked like champions. The boys of 
the team wore orange t-shirts with the Wheaties™ 
logo and slogan “Breakfast of Champions,” while 
the girls donned tennis gear designed by Serena 
Williams. The team finished third in the 14-and-
under Advanced division. 

Good Sports
Eight athletes were selected by opposing coaches 
as the tournaments’ Sportsmanship Award 
winners:
14-and-under Intermediate: Andrew Hicks & 
Jenna Pang
14-and-under Advanced: Kevin Lam & 
Mackenzie Smith
18-and-under Intermediate: Jason Werts & 
Kathleen Rafferty
18-and-under Advanced: Kevin Papen & Carly 
Landini

What’s the Buzz?
Jr. Team Tennis Tidbits from the 2008 Section Championship
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WE LIVE FOR…TENNIS
Match Point   
Competition
Forty-Love 

Winners  
Passing Shot 

Ace
Break Point
Golden Set

High-Quality Performance  
Fabric Tennis Apparel
Browse our site for our NEW Men’s  
and Women’s Collection! Order Today!  
877-770-CHIC(2442)  
candice@cruisecontrolgear.com

Featuring

Candice Carlin, Cruise Control, LLC

See our full line of  tennis apparel exclusively at  
www.cruisecontrolgear.com
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Junior Competition

When describing the attributes of a great 
coach, words come to mind like leader, 

communicator, motivator and listener. These are 
typically the individuals who instill discipline, 
build confidence and leave a lasting legacy that 
is carried in and out of competition. Coaching 
is an art as well as a science. An effective coach 
understands how to communicate with players  
in a way that gets results.

One coach that knows a thing about getting 
results is Peter Fioravanti of Waterford, N.J. 
However, while most coaches look for a “thank 
you” or even a pat on the back at the end of the 
day, Fioravanti is just as satisfied hearing the 
words, “I hate Pete!”

What started as a joke nearly ten years ago with 
a stubborn group of girls that weren’t about to be 
pushed around by the demanding yet gregarious 
pro has blossomed into a right of passage. 

“I told the girls that I don’t do requests,” said 
Fioravanti. “So they all started to tell me that they 
hated me.” 

Fioravanti then had t-shirts printed with a 
frowning face and the words, “I hate Pete,” 
written on them. When the next lesson came 
around Pete donned the shirt and gave the girls 
each one of their own. 

“We really had a lot of fun with it,” said 
Fioravanti, the 2000 USTA Middle States  
New Jersey Pro of the Year. “I originally printed 
just a handful of the shirts for the girls and now 
have printed more than 500.” 

The shirts have become such a hot item that 
players Fioravanti hasn’t coached also want to 

hate Pete. “I tell them if you want the shirt you 
have to take one of my classes,” joked the pro 
at the Berlin Vorhees Tennis Center in West 
Berlin, N.J. Despite the negative connotation 
of the shirt, Fioravanti, is certainly liked and 

appreciated by parents and children alike. 

A USTA High Performance coach, Fioravanti 
administers New Jersey’s Competition Training 
Center (CTC), which is a series of clinics held 
throughout the winter designed to make junior 
players tournament-ready while improving their 
overall game. This is nothing new for Fioravanti 
who has seen his pupils excel in sectional, national 
and collegiate events in his 15 years involved with 
the CTC.  

He has also been a USTA Zone (zonals) coach 
for 11 years with the last seven at the helm of the 
Middle States Boys/Girls 12 Zone team. 

Zonals is a team-based coed competition pitting 
Middle States against other USTA sections. It is 
designed to acclimate players to a format similar 
to that found in collegiate tennis putting an 
added emphasis on teamwork. Although he has 
more than a decade of experience with the Zone 
team, Fioravanti admits the experience can be 
challenging. 

“It is a lot more coaching than teaching, which 
can be tough,” said Fioravanti. “I love being 
on court coaching the players and strategizing, 

however I don’t always know their (the 
players) games.” 
 
Despite the fact zonals are the first time 
Fioravanti meets the majority of the players 
and the first time many of the players 
compete in this type of event, he is more 
than able to adapt to their contrasting styles 
of play and loves the energy they put out. 

“The players all know each other from 
tournaments. It presents a great opportunity 
for them to bond off-court while still 
working on ranking points. From the very 
beginning they are cheering each other on 
which is what this event is all about.” 

This was never more evident than at the 
2008 Boys/Girls 12 Zone Championships at 
Penn State University in State College, Pa., 
in July. Players from all corners of Middle 
States became a team and battled it out to an 
impressive second place finish. 

The players even broke out in a chant of 
“Pete, Pete...,” which surely had to make 
their coach feel good. 

However, nothing may have made Fioravanti 
feel any better than when the coach of the 
USTA Midwest Zone team wore a t-shirt 
that read, “I hate Pete too!” 

-Nathaniel Harrison

USTA Zonal players love
 to “hate” Pete

The 2008 Middle States Boys/Girls 12 Zone Team certainly didn’t hate their second place finish, and either did 
coach Pete Fioravanti.
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USTA School Tennis

Peter Sok pumps up the girls team prior to a match.

As teachers, administrators, coaches and 
parents we have the power to influence 
our youth. As role models, we encourage 

them to do their best, to strive for the top and  
to settle for nothing short of their dreams.  
We tell them their opportunities are endless  
and their goals should be limitless.

The USTA believes in empowering today’s  
youth. And just as we tell them their 
opportunities are vast, we need to ensure  
that they truly are.

The USTA’s High School No-Cut Program 
is giving high school students of all tennis 
backgrounds the opportunity to play.

According to the Pennsylvania Interschlastic 
Athletic Association (PIAA), there are 
approximately 10,000 student-athletes playing 
high school tennis. While this number is 
terrific for the longevity of the sport, there 
are still many teenagers who do not have the 
opportunity to play because of the need to 
maintain smaller rosters due to limited resources. 

“The USTA believes no child who has the desire 
and the heart to play a sport should be denied the 
opportunity to play because of their skill level,” 
said Ben Zislis, USTA Middle States Director 
of Community Development. “The No-Cut 
Program brings together coaches who share this 
philosophy and supports them in their decision  
to refrain from cutting players and instead 
opening their team to all.”

The No-Cut Program and the coaches who 
belong to it play a critical role, allowing players 
the opportunity to experience the lifetime sport 
of tennis as a member of a team, representing 
their school. It also allows coaches to capitalize on 
talent from a larger-than-normal pool of players. 

Peter Sok, the head boys and girls tennis coach  
at West Chester B. Reed Henderson High School 
in West Chester, Pa., has been a registered No-Cut 
Coach for three years. It was a decision he made 
to help promote the sport. 

“No-Cut gives the opportunity to those students 
who have never played tennis to learn the sport 
and find success,” Sok said. “In addition,  
it encourages students to come out without  
the pressure of being cut from the team.”

Sok noted a specific example of the success  
he has witnessed through the No-Cut Program. 
One of his players, Stephanie Rodgers, now  
a junior at Henderson, tried out for the team  
as a freshman but did not make the Varsity  
or Junior Varsity (JV) teams. Instead, she became 
part of the developmental squad of Henderson’s 
No-Cut program.  

“I probably wouldn’t have tried out for the 
team again my sophomore year had I been cut,” 
Rodgers said. “It was exciting that there were no 
cuts and that I’d still be practicing with the team, 
wearing a team uniform and traveling with the 
team to matches.”

Continued on page 19

brings opportunities to all

UsTa’s 
“no-CUT”

The 2008 West Chester B. Reed Henderson High School boy’s tennis team.
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The 2007 West Chester B. Reed Henderson High School girl’s tennis team.

While there are pros and cons to adopting the 
No-Cut policy, Sok admits it takes quite a bit 
of creativity and cooperation from the school 
administration and parents to make it work. 

“Our school administration has been very 
supportive in getting the additional coaches and 
facilities needed to run the program effectively,” 
Sok said. “Court space is obviously a problem we 
face, but our Athletic Director, Ken McCormick, 
does a fantastic job coordinating with the 
township to get us the court space.” 

Sok says the biggest challenge to the No-Cut 
Program is that not everyone gets a chance 
to compete. But the athletes recognize and 
understand this, and instead become their 
teammate’s greatest supporters. To provide more 
competitive opportunities, Sok schedules several 
“inter-generational” matches where his team 
members compete against some of the USTA 

Adult League players from the community. 
They also have tournaments where the girls 
compete with and against the boys in a fun,  
co-ed atmosphere. Many of his student-athletes 
are involved in USTA’s Jr. Team Tennis program, 
the largest youth tennis league in the country 
for boys and girls ages 6-18. JTT provides an 
alternative to many of the team members who 
don’t receive a lot of playing time. It keeps them 
on court during the off-season, and helps improve 
overall team camaraderie. With a girl’s team of 33 
players and a boy’s team of 45, Sok has a lot of 
student-athletes to keep active.

Carole Sue Remley, who assists Sok with the girls 
team, notes that the No-Cut Program is not just 
a feeding program for the JV and Varsity teams, 
but offers students who don’t even know how to 
play, the opportunity to get involved in something 
bigger than themselves. And by doing so, they are 
given the opportunity to learn a sport that can 
enrich their lives long into adulthood.  •  
 – Carrie Rupp

How can you
get involved?

You can become a registered  
No-Cut Coach by visiting  
www.middlestates.usta.com or by 

contacting Ben Zislis at 610-935-5000 
ext. 232 or Zislis@ms.usta.com.  
To celebrate and recognize the efforts  
of its registered No-Cut Coaches,  
the USTA provides each coach with:

 •   A recognition letter to your 
principal and athletic director

 •   Customized press release 
announcing the school’s 
involvement in the No-Cut  
Coach Initiative

 •   USTA No-Cut Coach recognition 
certificate

 •   One-year subscription to Racquet 
Sports Industry magazine

 •   No-Cut Tennis Team banner  
for your school

 •  USTA No-Cut Coach cap

 •   USTA Tennis on College  
Campus Guide

 •  Top Ten Games and Drills CD

 •   Access to No-Cut Coach jackets, 
polo shirts, bags, and more from 
NetKnacks, Inc.

Arrowhead tennis club boasts seven indoor air conditioned courts!  

Drills and Clinics  •  Private Lessons  •  Fitness Training  
Team Tennis  •  High Performance Training  •  USTA Tournaments

Whether you are a beginner or advanced player, there is something here for you!  See you at Arrowhead!

Join us for on
-going…

experienced tennis Pro Needed!
We are looking for an experienced, energetic tennis professional 
to join our expanding staff. Tennis pro should have a strong 
background in psychology and player development. Interested 
individuals should send resumes to info@arrowheadtennis.com

attention juniors – join us 
on Sundays for a three hour high 
performance training where you can 
develop your skills, game strategy,  
and fitness! Call the club to register.

6 Nelson Drive
Medford, NJ 08055

609-654-7848
info@arrowheadtennis.com

www.arrowheadtennis.com
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“Ladies and gentleman, I present to you, the class 
of 2008.” These resounding words were spoken a 
few months ago to millions of high school students  
as they tossed their school-colored caps into the air.  
Most of the students looked forward to three months  
of relaxation before heading into the work force 
or to college, that is, unless, you are Kevin Papen. 

Papen, 18, had very little time to unwind this 
summer, as he hit the courts in preparation of his  
upcoming season as a freshman player for the 
University of Delaware Blue Hens. For Papen, the 
months of June, July, and August were filled with 
clinics, junior tournaments, and hitting with top 
players, Madison Brengle and Oliver Sebastian.  

The Dover native grew up with a tennis court in 
his backyard, which gave him a natural advantage 
to the game of tennis from the beginning of his 
life. Besides playing for fun with his family, Papen 
began taking lessons from a coach when he was 
in 5th grade and was involved in tennis programs 
through Dover Parks and Recreation. 

His game progressed as he entered his high school 
years, where he went undefeated for 90 matches 
and was two-time No.1 singles champion of the 
Delaware High School Tennis Championships.

Besides being a standout in high school 
competition, Papen has emphasized his love 
for the sport by remaining involved in USTA’s 
Jr. Team Tennis (JTT) program since he was 
13-years-old. “I play JTT, because I get to play 
with all my best friends,” said Papen. “My best 
friend, Carly Knox, has always gone to a different 
school than me, so it was great to finally be able  
to play with her rather than against her.”

It is very rare to find a top junior and scholastic 
star playing JTT, but Papen has remained loyal 
to the program for five years. Over the years, his 
teams have advanced to district, sectional, and 

even the national competitions. When he  
was 16, Papen and his team, the Delaware Fireballs,  
competed in the 2006 JTT National Championships  
in San Diego, Calif., and placed 8th. “Nationals 
was a great experience,” said Papen. “I made some 
great friends on that trip; I got to play advanced 
juniors from all over the country.” 

The lively atmosphere and camaraderie developed 
through JTT has kept Papen loyal to the program. 
“JTT is so much fun to play, because you always 
have every member of your team cheering you on.”

In August, Papen hit the courts at a new level and 
with a new group of players. Before choosing to 
attend University of Delaware, Papen visited the 
school and became acclimated with the team. 
“The team looked very talented and the players 
were all welcoming,” said Papen. In addition to 
the players, Papen was impressed by the support 
of coach, Laura Travis. 

“Laura Travis is very nice and she congratulated 
me on a good high school career after I finished 
my last match,” said Papen.

Last year, the University of Delaware men’s tennis 
team finished 10-7, and with the addition of 
Papen and other new players, the Blue Hens are 
hoping for an even more successful season.

“I am so excited for the upcoming season and  
to see what Kevin can do,” said Travis. “I coached 
a girl five years ago, who was very similar to Kevin,  
because she played in high school, but didn’t 
have much tournament experience. She ended 
up playing the No. 1 position and having a very 
successful college career.”

 The idea of being close to home and having his  
family attend his tennis matches was very important  
to Papen, but he is also looking forward to being 
on his own at college. “I’m really looking forward 
to the tennis season and seeing how I match up 
with college players, but I’m also looking forward 
to having a good time at college and being on my 
own,” said Papen.

Currently, Papen is undecided about what he 
plans to major in at college, but is leaning toward 
a double major in Accounting and Finance. 
Although his future career path may be uncertain, 
Papen’s love for tennis is unwavering. “In the 
future, tennis will always be with me,” said Papen. 
“I have been playing for so long that it would be 
impossible for me to quit.”  • 

 – Lauren Reddy

Court Camaraderie: 
 Most Important in Papen’s Eyes 

“JTT is so much fun  
to play, because you 
always have every 
member of your team 
cheering you on.” 

College Tennis
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NCAA Champ 
Devvarman Wins 
$10K Pittsburgh 
Men’s Futures

Somdev Devvarman, a native of 
India who won two NCAA singles 
championships at the University of 

Virginia (2007 & 2008), won both the singles  
and doubles titles at the Dick’s Sporting Goods,  
Inc.’s $10,000 Men’s Futures of Pittsburgh 
tournament at the Mt. Lebanon Tennis 
Center on July 6.

In singles, he defeated last year’s finalist, 
Travis Helgeson, 22, a University of Georgia 
grad, 6-3, 6-1. In doubles, he teamed with 
Treat Huey of the U.S., to defeat 2007 Men’s 
Futures singles champion, Rhyne Williams, 
17, of Knoxville, Tenn. and partner Adam  
El Mihdawy of the U.S., 6-3, 6-2.

The previous week Devvarman won both  
the singles and doubles championships  
at the Rochester (N.Y.) Futures on June 29.

Casting Call
Cherry hill 10-year-Old PerfOrms  

On Tennis’ GrandesT sTaGe

As the summer months turn to fall, and 
Labor Day approaches, the number one 
concern among most children is the 

new school year. What will their new teacher be 
like? Will they meet new friends? What are they 
going to wear on the first day of school? Ten-
year-old Gabrielle Zimmerman of Cherry Hill, 
N.J., had more on her mind this time last year. 
Zimmerman, a self-proclaimed “busy bee”  
was one of just a few lucky children selected  
to perform at the 2007 U.S. Open; and she had 
the honor of performing twice.

Zimmerman auditioned in June 2007 with nearly 
200 other children at the 2007 U.S. Open Casting 
Call, an annual event held at Radio City Music 
Hall in New York City. The event, for children 
12-and-under, was judged by actress Bebe Neuwirth 
of “Cheers” fame, former O-Town heartthrob and 
Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day performer Ashley Parker 
Angel, and WPLJ (95.5) radio disc jockey Brad 
Blanks. Each contestant had 30 seconds to  
a minute to perform “America the Beautiful.” The 
lucky winners were notified by the USTA in July. 

Considered one of the “greatest experiences of her 
life,” and her most notable performance opportunity 
to-date, Zimmerman first sang after the women’s 
third round match between Shahar Peer and 

Nicole Vaidisova (September 
1) and then opened for 
Carole King before the 
women’s final (September 
8) featuring Justine Henin 
and Svetlana Kuznetsova. 
Both performances were 
in front of sold-out crowds 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium. 
Her boisterous renditions 
of “America the Beautiful” 
garnered her not one, but 
two standing ovations. 

“I love singing in front of 
everyone,” Zimmerman 
said. “I’d rather sing in 
front of 20,000 people 
than just two or three. 
When you sing in front of 
a small crowd you know 
exactly who is looking at 
you, and what they think. 

But in front of a big crowd, you don’t know who 
is looking at you.”

A fifth-grader at Bret Harte Elementary School in 
Cherry Hill, N.J., Zimmerman is an active soccer 
player and is enrolled in both drama and dance 
classes. She takes vocal lessons with noted voice 
coach Sal DuPree, the mentor of America’s Got 
Talent’s first $1 million winner – Bianca Ryan; 
and she makes frequent trips to New York to audition  
for roles in Broadway musicals, plays and commercials.  
Although Zimmerman hasn’t found room for tennis  
lessons in her busy schedule, her family says they’d 
love for her to play the sport they witnessed at the 
U.S. Open.

“Our family plays tennis on vacations,” Gabby’s 
mother Marjorie said. “I played when I was a child, 
and Gabby’s father Richard is a natural athlete 
who also enjoys playing the sport recreationally.”

If Gabby needs any motivation to pick up a racquet, 
she received it behind the scenes on tennis’ biggest 
stage – the hallways of Arthur Ashe Stadium – 
where she met Billie Jean King, James Blake, Roger 
Federer, and even had the opportunity to sit in the 
President’s Box after her performance with King.

“The overall experience was wonderful,” Richard 
said. “They made us feel welcome and really 
catered to us. Everything was organized and well 
run. Our family couldn’t have asked for a better 
experience.”

Gabby agreed, and noted she enjoyed indulging 
in the backstage snacks – bowls of chips, almonds 
and chocolate covered strawberries.

Perhaps the most important thing Gabby learned 
from her experience at the Open was that she 
loves performing, and she’s confident doing so; 
even if her parents were a little nervous for her.

“I was very nervous for her,” Marjorie said. “I would  
never have told her, but I was. I just don’t want 
anything to happen to her to get her spirits down.  
I always tell her, no matter what, just keep singing,  
keep going.” And keep singing Gabby will. 

“She practices every single day,” Marjorie said. 
“She wakes up singing, and she goes to bed 
thinking about singing. I think it’s a really hard 

Professional Tennis

Zimmerman warms up prior to her performance before 
the women’s third-round match. 

business, and there’s a lot of competition. But she 
enjoys it, and we’ll love her, support her and help 
her all the way.”  •

– Carrie Rupp

Photo courtesy of UVa Athletic Media Relations
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As a teacher for 27 years at Delaware Valley 
Regional High School in Frenchtown, 
N.J., Patricia Keleman “ate, drank, and 

slept” her role as an educator and as a coach. In 
fact, her first six years at the school, she concludes 
she didn’t do much else. It wasn’t until her 
younger sister, Elizabeth Tyrell-Storms, got a job 
at the Hunterdon Tennis Center that Keleman, 
then 29, started doing something for herself. 

“I wanted something I could do for my own 
mental wellness and physical fitness,” Keleman 
said. “Tennis was super because I only need one 
person to play with, and often I didn’t even need 
that, I would just go out and hit against a wall or 
a garage. I just became so in love with the sport.”

Keleman, now 59, and a resident of Bethlehem, 
Pa., was always an athlete – playing field hockey, 
basketball and softball while growing up in 
Annandale, N.J., and attending North Hunterdon 
High School and Rider University. 

“Tennis wasn’t popular when I was growing 
up; people only used the courts for gym class,” 
Keleman said. “So, with the influence of my 
father and mother, my sisters and I all played 
team sports, which taught me a great deal about 
teamwork and working together in business, 
industry and school.”

It was her positive experiences participating 
in team sports that pushed Keleman towards 
wanting to coach, and ultimately, becoming a 
teacher. After discovering tennis, Keleman found 
a way to balance her passion for teaching with her 
love of tennis. After a long day at work, Keleman 
would come home and grade papers, and then 
go play at Hunterdon Tennis Center at 11 p.m. 
as a part of the Night Owl package. She says 
she became very competitive, very quick. But it 
wasn’t until retiring from teaching 10-years-ago 
that Keleman became more active in the sport, 
competing in more National level events.

2008 has been a successful year for Keleman 
who is ranked No. 7 nationally in Women’s 60 
age division, No. 13 in Women’s 60 Individual 
Doubles and No. 4 in Women’s 60 Team 
Doubles with partner J. Dennis. Because of her 
success this year, including winning the back 
draw of two tournaments, including the USTA 
National Women’s 60 Clay Court Championship 
in April, Keleman received the highest honor 

possible – being named to a 2008 ITF Seniors 
& Super-Seniors World Team Championship 
team. Keleman, as well as Molly Hahn (Belmont, 
Mass.), Brenda Carter (Charleston, S.C.) and 
Betty Wacob (Panama City, Fl.), will represent 
the United States as part of the Alice Marble Cup 
Team in the Women’s 60 Age Category. Keleman 
was the only Middle States member selected to 
represent the U.S. in the competition. 

“I’m just so honored to represent the United 
States, I really was flabbergasted,” Keleman said. 
“There are just so many talented players out there, 
so I know the selection process had to be tedious. 
I’m still a little shocked, but very pleased and very 
proud.”

Keleman and her teammates will join over 1,000 
men and women in Antalya, Turkey, for the 
games which run October 12-18. There are 375 
teams from 38 countries around the globe, with 
the participants competing in 19 age groups, 
ranging from 35 to 80. Following the World 
Team Championship, Keleman and many of her 
teammates and competitors will stay in Turkey to 
compete in the World Individual Championship. 
Keleman and Hahn plan to team-up to play 
doubles in this competition.  

To prepare for the competition, Oakmont Tennis 
Club in Allentown, Pa., graciously allowed 
Keleman to practice free-of-charge on its red 

Well RepResented  
Adult Competition

clay courts, the surface she will be playing on 
in Turkey. Also, Keleman, who works part-
time at Northwood Racquet and Fitness Club, 
noted her employer’s enthusiastic support of her 
participation of the games.

“Working with the pros there really helped me 
stay on top of my game,” Keleman said. “Their 
drills and advice were an integral part of keeping 
me competitive. If it wasn’t for their help and for 
Northwood being so flexible and allowing me 
to take time off to travel to all of these national 
tournaments, I’d never be here.” 

Keleman and her teammates, who leave October 
8, and aren’t set to return for three weeks, will 
be making the long trip to Turkey without the 
company of loved ones. Although, Keleman’s 
husband Stan, also an avid tennis player, won’t 
be making the trip, she knows she has his full 
support. 

“This may be a once in a lifetime opportunity for 
me,” Keleman said. “To be selected to represent 
your country in these games you have to play so 
consistently and be at the top of your game. It 
certainly doesn’t get any easier, only tougher. I just 
want to go and do my best for my teammates and 
my country.”

- Carrie Rupp

Bethlehem, Pa., Woman Chosen to Represent U.S.
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USTA League

Imagine playing tennis without the use of 
your legs.  And without your abdomen - your 
body’s core set of muscles. Now, try playing 

basketball. How about bowling or shooting pool?

Nazareth, Pa.’s Sheila Costanzi does it all – while 
seated in a wheelchair. But she doesn’t merely 
participate in these activities; she is extraordinarily 
successful in all of them. In fact, she’s probably 
more talented than many able-bodied individuals.  
Having survived a near death accident years ago, 
she’s learned to embrace her resulting disability  
by utilizing her competitive edge.  

Her nose for winning is most evident on the 
tennis court, where, in addition to playing in 
numerous wheelchair tournaments, she’s recently 
completed her first season as a member of a 2.5 
USTA League Tennis team – where she played 
against able-bodied, stand-up opponents.

“Sheila loved the opportunity to be on a USTA 
women’s league,” says friend and Tennis Service 
Representative (TSR) Joe Romano. “She loves the 
sport, so she’s not shy to accept a challenge.”

Costanzi started playing tennis competitively  
in 1999 through the Lehigh Valley’s Freewheelers 
club, a non-profit sport and activity club for 

Costanzi Conquers  
her Disability on the Court

Sheila Costanzi poses with members of her 2.5 USTA League Tennis team, as well as USTA Middle States TSR  
Joe Romano (far right).

people with disabilities. She’s served as the  
club’s secretary for 12 years and feels she will  
be committed to its cause for a lifetime.  

“The club is a great resource for athletics and 
for being around others that understand your 
situation – because they’re living it,” Costanzi says.

Her involvement in promoting athletics for the 
disabled doesn’t stop there.  Each year, she plays  
a critical role in organizing the Lehigh Valley 
Tennis Classic Wheelchair Tournament – 
recruiting players, sponsors and donors. She works  
closely with Freewheelers president and 
tournament director Robert Amelio, his wife 
Pam, and a friend, Linda Bollinger of the Good 
Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital in Allentown, 
Pa. The 14th annual tournament, held June 27-29  
at Lehigh University’s campus in Bethlehem, Pa.,  
brought together some of the area’s strongest 
players to support wheelchair athletics, a cause  
for which Costanzi will never cease to fight.

“Wheelchair tennis has become more popular  
but I don’t think it’s where it should be,” Costanzi 
says. “I don’t think enough people consider us 
athletes. They don’t view us as part of the same league.”

Costanzi participates in three to four women’s 
tournaments per year, and she has even played  
in several men’s wheelchair events, due in part  
to the greater number of male athletes in the area, 
but, more importantly, for the increased level  
of competition; and Costanzi certainly makes  
the most of each opportunity she has to play.  

At this year’s 8th annual Jana Hunsaker Memorial 
Wheelchair Tennis Tournament held June 5-8 in 
Flushing, N.Y., Costanzi captured the Women’s 
Wheelchair A Singles division title.  She defeated 
the nation’s top-ranked player at the time, Jocelyn 
Dettloff, in straight sets, 6-3, 6-0. While Costanzi 
has played in too few tournaments this year to 
garner a ranking, her success on the court abounds.  

This spring, Costanzi decided to join a 2.5 USTA 
 Continued on pg. 25 

USTA League
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Adult Leagues

Weekend Memories
USTA Adult League Middle States Section Championship
August 22-24, 2008

Photos coutesy of Marge McGann and Tom Benic
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September 26-28

4.0 Adult Tucson,  Ariz.

5.0 Adult Indian Wells, 
Calif.

Open Invitational Las Vegas, Nev.

OctOber 3-5

3.0 Adult Tucson,  Ariz.

2.5 Adult Las Vegas, Nev.

OctOber 17-19

4.5 Adult Tucson,  Ariz.

4.0 Senior Indian Wells, Calif.

Continued from pg. 23

League Tennis team as a true test of her talent.   
If she can contend with stand-up players, there’s 
no doubt she’s a legitimate competitor.

“Playing against stand-up players can’t hurt me.  
I might get beat, but it’s great practice,” says 
Costanzi.  “I’ve always said that you have to play 
up to get better.  That’s also why I started playing 
in the men’s wheelchair league. It’s harder, but  
it makes me a better player.”

Indeed a wheelchair player encounters extensive 
difficulty when playing against stand-up opponents,  
but Costanzi doesn’t dwell on the disadvantages.

“It’s harder to lob them and also to hit a winner 
because their much more mobile,” Costanzi says.  
“Stand up players can rush net, and they have a 
greater reach. It’s easy for them to lob and pass 
us because our reach is limited. But I don’t think 
about these differences when I’m playing.”

Although her team’s winning percentage wasn’t 
spectacular, Costanzi says the experience was 
worthwhile.  While she regularly played both 
singles and doubles, she preferred the former,  
as many serious competitors do. 

“Sometimes I take the game more seriously than  
my partners. Most players in the league are beginners,  
playing purely for enjoyment.” But not Costanzi.  
She, on the other hand, plays tennis to satisfy her 
competitive spirit. “It’s tough [playing in the 2.5 
league] for someone who’s competitive and doesn’t 
like to lose.” Although she was not as successful 
in the 2.5 League as in wheelchair specific events, 
she plans to continue playing against stand-up 
opponents this fall.

After spending more than twenty years in a 
wheelchair while raising her twenty-two-year-old 
daughter single handedly, Costanzi is well-prepared  
to tackle life’s next challenge, and she isn’t about 
to let her disability slow her down.  

“It’s wonderful that there are sports and sports 
adaptive equipment available to us to help make 
it easier to be competitive despite our disabilities,” 
she says. “There are constant improvements,  
but always setbacks to deal with too.” 

We all can learn a thing or two from Sheila 
Costanzi – she embraces challenges and maintains 
a consistently positive attitude despite life’s 
setbacks. And the game of tennis has certainly 
highlighted these strengths in her character. 
Romano praises her life’s many accomplishments: 
“I hope Sheila continues to do what she does  
best - inspire us.”  •

– Nicole Coia

OctOber 24-26

4.5 Senior Tucson,  Ariz.

3.5 Senior Indian Wells, Calif.

OctOber 31-NOvember 2

3.5 Adult Tucson,  Ariz.

3.0 Senior Las Vegas, Nev.

NOvember 20-22

Eastern Senior Mixed Orlando, Fla.

NOvember 21-23

Eastern Adult Mixed Orlando, Fla.

2008 usta league National Championships schedule

2008 UStA AdUlt leAgUe middle StAteS  
SectiON chAmpiONS

2.5 Women 
Philadelphia District – Pennsbury II (Captain: Simi Santoro)

3.0 Women 
Philadelphia District – Penn Oaks “Got Balls?” (Captain: Jeanne Polries)

3.0 men 
Central PA District – Hempfield-Kontanis (Captain: Kosta Kontanis)

3.5 Women 
Philadelphia District – Penn Oaks (Captain: Laurie Black)

3.5 men 
Delaware District – Alp (Captain: Alp Akalin)

4.0 Women 
Philadelphia District – Net Surfers (Captain: Heather Virgulti)

4.0 men 
Eastern PA District – Kirby Park (Captain: Christopher Barclay)

4.5 Women 
New Jersey District – The Hooters (Captain: Margaret Lumia)

4.5 men 
Philadelphia District – Ft. Washington (Captain: Arland Hotchkiss)

5.0 Women 
Eastern PA District – Laila’s Ladies (Captain: Laila Carim)

For full championship results,  
visit: www.middlestates.usta.com.

*Senior and Super Senior results were not available at time of print.

heading West
Ten Middle States teams crowned Section Champions – set to represent  
their section at the 2008 USTA Adult League National Championships.
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They came to Pittsburgh from Indiana, 
Maine, New Jersey, Oklahoma and even 
from Hawaii for a celebration. No, the 

Steelers are not parading through ticker tape, Iron 
City is not giving away free beer and 95 percent 
of those celebrating probably did not even realize 
it’s the Steel City’s 250th birthday. 

These mothers, father, sisters, brothers and friends 
flocked from all corners of the country to Western 
Pennsylvania for the 2008 U.S. Transplant Games.  
The games, which are presented by the National 
Kidney Foundation (NKF), are an Olympic-style 
athletic competition designed to show the success 
of transplantation and the need for organ donors.  

But they are also a chance for the nearly 1,500 
participating transplant-recipient athletes, donor families  
and living donors to celebrate life itself, and they  
did so raucously throughout the week of competition. 

“This is a celebration of families and a celebration 
of life,” said Adrian Nitkowski, a competitor from 
Harrisburg, Pa. “You right away have something 
in common with everyone here.” 

The event, which began in 1982, was originally 
much smaller and featured just a handful of 
athletes from small pockets of the country. Now 
thanks to the efforts of the NKF, the event is 

It’s a Celebration
hosted in major markets throughout the world. 
The games feature many of the same sports 
showcased in Beijing including track & field, 
cycling, swimming and of course tennis.  

Cities and regions are brought together to team-
up against each other in these events and medals 
are totaled just like they are with countries in the 
Olympics. However, it is the bonding experiences 
the athletes share that is truly special. 

“Everyone has a story. I try to come away with a 
little something more each time,” said Julie Riggi, 
Mickleton, N.J. “Just being able to run around 
and be active in a competitive environment means 
the world to me.”

Just a few years ago walking up and down stairs 
was a challenge for Riggi, who received a double 
lung transplant in 2004. The former Widener 
University varsity tennis player uses tennis as a 
means to stay healthy.

“Even when it was difficult to compete because 
of increased medication and shortness of breath, 
sports kept me healthier,” said Riggi. 

Riggi, who began playing competitive tennis in 
high school, has captured singles gold medals in 
both the 2006 and 2008 games. A school nurse, 
Riggi plays tennis recreationally for the most part 
but is looking to work her way into a competitive 
tennis league.

“The games are all about creating awareness for 
the event but most importantly about creating 
awareness about organ donation,” said Riggi. 
“But, when the games are over is when work truly 
needs to be done.” 

Riggi, who previously was an emergency room 
nurse, has seen both sides of the issues when 
it comes to creating awareness about organ 
transplantation. She uses her life experiences in 
the classroom to educate students about organ 
donation in driver education classes. 

Another athlete who doesn’t want to see his tennis 
career end with the games is Nitkowski, who at 
the age of 22 was the recipient of a new liver. 
Nitkowski was very active as a child participating 
in tennis, track & field and soccer. However at 
the age of 10 he was diagnosed with Primary 
Sclerosing Cholangitis (PSC) also known as 
Walter Payton’s disease. Since the transplant, 
Nitkowski has set a number of personal goals  
for himself through athletics.

“I have already competed in three triathlons, so it 
is now time to start playing USTA tournaments,” 

Special to NetPlay

Adrian Nitkowski and Pittsburgh’s own Jane Barrett 
show off their medals.  

said Nitkowski. “The key is to stay healthy and 
active, and tennis is a great lifetime sport to help 
me do just that.”

The 2008 silver medalist in 30-39 singles, has 
not only competed in the games every year since 
1998, but also met his wife, Ingrid, a heart 
transplant recipient who also won multiple medals 
at the games. 

While winning these events certainly means a 
lot to the athletes just being able to compete is 
something truly worth celebrating.  •  
 – Nathaniel Harrison

Julie Riggi, a  former Widener standout, has struck gold 
in the past two Transplant Games

Gold Medalists  
Women’s 14-17 Singles

Alicia Goodchild- Team Philadelphia

Women’s 18-29 Singles

Julie Riggi- Team Philadelphia

Women’s 50-59 Singles

Jane Barrett- Team Pittsburgh 

Men’s 60-69 Doubles

David Lockwood and Max Stull-  
Team Pittsburgh

Mixed Doubles

Julie Riggi and Joseph Radvansky-  
Team Philadelphia

Silver Medalists
Men’s 30-39 Singles 

Adrian Nitkowski- Team Philadelphia

Men’s 60-69 Singles

George Shimpeno- Team Pittsburgh

Men’s 40-49 Doubles

Drew Kondash and Harvey Sloan-  
Team Pittsburgh

Men’s 60-69 Doubles

George Shimpeno and Jack Smedley-  
Team Pittsburgh

Silver Medalists
Men’s 14-17 Singles

Max Gordon- Team Philadelphia

Men’s 50-59 Singles

Joe Radvansky- Team Philadelphia

Mixed Doubles

Jane Barrett and Mark Shaw-  
Team Pittsburgh
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No pocket of the country may boast a 
stronger grass court tennis history than 
southeast Pennsylvania. The first official 

U.S. Women’s National Singles Championship,  
a predecessor to the U.S. Open was held at the 
Philadelphia Cricket Club in 1887. The famed 
Germantown Cricket Club in Germantown, Pa. 
hosted the U.S. Open from 1921-1924 before 
returning to Forest Hills. Also, tennis legends like 
Bill Tilden, Bjorn Borg and Arthur Ashe played 
on the hallowed grounds of Merion Cricket Club 
in Haverford, Pa. 

Although it may not have the history, a new 
grass court in Middle States is creating its own 
buzz. Carved out of the rolling hills of Lancaster 
County, this pristine grass court would make Roger  
and Venus envy. However, it isn’t on the grounds 
of a fabled country club, it sits in the backyard  
of Dennis Maust and Rachel Hess of Lititz, Pa. 

Dennis grew up playing tennis with his brother 
and friends. He eventually ended-up on the varsity  
team at Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg,  
Va., where his love for tennis bloomed. Maust is 
currently the head boy’s tennis coach at Lancaster 
Mennonite High School, where his son Ted 
played No. 1 singles for two years. 

His inspiration for the court didn’t come from the 
All England Tennis Club or the historic courts on the  
Main Line, it came when the professional potter was  
working at the time as a design consultant in Bangladesh.  
Maust grew smitten with grass court tennis while 
playing on a court at an English tea plantation. 

Little did he know that in a few years he 
would be playing on grass everyday, some 
8,000 miles away in his own backyard 
thanks in part to his growing ceramics 
business. When studio expansion resulted 
in some of his backyard being cleared out, 
Maust couldn’t think of a better place for 
grass court tennis. 

At first the court with a volleyball net 
stretched across at ground level provided untrue 
play thanks to the bumpy, rugged ground. 

“There were a few drawbacks to this set-up, 
including many discussions about whether or not  
the ball went through or over the net,” said Maust. 

Within the next two years with some help from  
a Penn State Turf Management professor and  
a leveled surface, Maust finally had his dream. 

Though the court is not full size (it is a few 
feet short on each end) and an occasional tree 
branch comes into play, the luscious green grass 
strikes up dreams of playing Wimbledon. Other 
unique features include an umpire’s chair, a net 
which keeps balls from sailing into the neighbor’s 
adjacent yard and a gravel driveway just past the 
baseline which can make things a little interesting. 

The court certainly gets regular use, however the 
highlight is an annual round robin mixed doubles 
tournament which draws high school tennis players, 
family friends and tennis enthusiasts to the Maust 
household each June. Players rotate in and out of 

the umpire’s chair and the ball kids are neighbors 
who Maust taught the game of tennis. 

The event entitled, ‘Maustadon’ isn’t exclusive but 
players are required to wear tennis whites and play 
with a wooden racquet. Tournament director and 
host, Maust even handcrafts trophies with the 
adorning Maustadon logo which bares a striking 
resemblance to the Wimbledon logo. 

The play is very competitive and puts the court  
to the test, however a bigger problem might  
be drawing enough female competitors. 

“If two men want to play as a team, than one 
must wear a dress,” joked Maust. “Everyone is 
welcome to play, however they must look the part.” 

Although it is a far cry from Merion, Germantown 
and the All England Club as far as history  
and prestige, thanks to the efforts of Maust,  
it certainly looks the part.  • 
 – Nathaniel Harrison

The Championships, Maustadon

Y unique C urts
The Section’s Best Kept Secrets
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Allegheny Mountain District amd.usta.com

Pittsburgh area 
natives battle at 
Collegiate Clay  
Court Championship  
Michaela Kissell of Latrobe, Pa., (University 
of Miami) needed a super tiebreaker to defeat 
Kellie Schmitt of Bethel Park, Pa., (Marshall 
University) for the women’s singles title of the 
National Collegiate Clay Court Championships 
/ West Penn Amateur in Mt. Lebanon on July 
5. Schmitt won the first set 6-4; Kissell won the 
second 6-1, and then the tiebreaker, 10-8.

In men’s singles, Jeremy McClelland of 
Wheeling, W.Va., (Duquesne University) 
reached the finals before bowing to Patrick 
Daciek (Virginia Tech), the third seed, from 
Severna Park, Md., 6-3, 6-2.

Andrew Nixon and Douglas Subosits won the 
men’s doubles title, defeating Enrico Certo and 
Kaimalu Cope 8-2. Lauren Greco and Stacey 
Lee won the women’s doubles title defeating 
Elizabeth Adams and Kristy Borza 8-6. The 
mixed doubles was won by Brandon Anandan 
and Elise Held. The duo defeated Joshua 
Ferraccio and Schmitt 8-2.

2007 Champion Ashley Harkelroad. Michaela Kissell, women’s singles champion, 
hoists her prize.

Women’s doubles champions: Stacey Lee (left) 
and Lauren Greco (right).

Pittsburgh Women’s 
Challenger Set for  
Oct. 5-12 

Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc., presents 
the Tennis Patrons Foundation of 
Greater Pittsburgh $50,000 Women’s 

Challenger to be held at Oxford North in 
Wexford, Pa., October 5-12. This is the ninth year 
the Pittsburgh area has hosted the women’s event 
and the first year Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc., is 
on board as title sponsor. The tournament brings 
with it an earlier time slot. 

For the first time in years, the USTA Pro Circuit 
tournament won’t conflict with a Steelers’ 
weekend.

Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc., will take over for 
PNC as the title sponsor, a role PNC held since 
the tournament’s inception. The Tennis Patrons 
Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to supporting tennis 
programs for inner city youth, is the tournament’s 
beneficiary.

The weeklong tournament will return to Oxford 
North in Wexford after one year at Club4Life 
in Monroeville, Pa. The qualifier will take place 
October 5, and the tournament will conclude 
with the championship on October 12.  
Admission is free until the quarterfinals. 

The field will include players ranked between 
50 and 250 in the world. Last year’s champion 
Ashley Harkleroad, 23, is currently ranked 61st 
in the world. A tough international competitor, 
Harkleroad won two matches last spring to 
help the United States defeat Germany in the 
quarterfinals of the Federation Cup.

Maria Sharapova lost in the 2002 finals, just 18 
months before she won the Wimbledon singles 
title.

For more information, call the club  
at 724-933-1911.

Wheeling’s McClelland Wins Men’s Open 
Singles, Doubles titles at West Virgina Open

Jeremy McClelland of Wheeling, W. Va., repeated as Men’s Open Singles champion of the West 
Virginia Open with a 7-6 (5), 6-0 victory over Scott Kahler, a Pittsburgh native and Furman grad, 
now working as an assistant pro at the Mt. Lebanon Tennis Center.  

McClelland, a sophomore at Duquesne University, also won the Men’s Open Doubles title, teaming 
with Justin Thomas of Chester, W.Va. to defeat Chris Compton and Allan Quackenbush, both of 
Pittsburgh, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 in the final.

In the Women’s Open Singles final, three-time champion Jackie Hughes of Pittsburgh and a Duquesne 
University grad met her match, losing to Sierra Poske, a Florida native and Wake Forest grad, 6-0, 6-0.  
Poske then teamed with her brother, Carl Poske of Ponte Vedra, Fla., to win the mixed doubles title, 
defeating Hughes and Kahler in the final, 7-5, 7-5.

The West Virginia Open is the Middle States Sectional Championship in a number of adult age 
divisions. With prize money offered and some intensive promotion, the tournament at Wheeling’s 
Oglebay Park drew a robust 32 draw in the men’s open division, the largest field in years.

Other singles winners were:  •  Men’s 35 – Mark Panepinto, Wheeling, W.Va.

 •  Men’s 45 – George Learmonth, York, Pa.

 •  Men’s 55 – Charles Taylor, Canonsburg, Pa.

 •  Men’s 65 – Richard Wells, Pottstown, Pa.

 •  Women’s 35 – Sherri Polen, Saint Clairsville, Oh.

 •  Women’s 45 – Deedra Davis, Wheeling, W.Va.

Complete draws and results  
are on the AMD website:  
www.amd.usta.com,  
under “MS Adult Tournaments.”
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tennis enthusiasts “rally” for a cure

The First Annual Rally for the Cure® Women’s Doubles Tennis Classic was held on June 14, 
2008, at Negley Park in Lemoyne, Pa. Suzy Atkins, Leslie Collins, April Gift, and Stephanie 
Otto served as the planning committee for the event, which raised $1,600 for the Susan G. 

Komen Foundation. A group of 24 tennis enthusiasts participated in the doubles tournament held  
at the scenic setting overlooking the Susquehanna River and the state Capitol. 

L.B. Smith Ford of Lemoyne and West Shore Tennis Club of Mechanicsburg, Pa., served as the main 
sponsors of this year’s event. Breakfast, lunch and beverages were provided thanks to the generous 
donations from local businesses. Themed gift baskets were auctioned and a Mary Kay representative  
was on site and donated 20 percent of the day’s sales to the Susan G. Komen Foundation. Winners  
of the tournament received jewelry sets donated by Cleo’s of Lemoyne.

“We are proud to introduce this grassroots, cause-oriented program to Lemoyne,” Atkins said. “Together 
we are helping to get the critical life-saving message of early detection out to tennis players, raise money 
for breast cancer research, and have fun in the process,” The committee is looking forward to hosting the 
event next year.  Anyone interested in participating can contact the committee through the West Shore 
Tennis Club at (717) 796-1770.

According to the Susan G. Komen Foundation, breast cancer is the leading cause of death for women ages 
35-54. The disease accounts for more than 75 percent of all cancer deaths in women 55 years of age and older. 

Rally for the Cure® is based in Wilton, Conn. If you are interested in hosting your own Rally or social 
event, further information can be obtained by calling 1-800-327-6811 or by visiting the Web site:  
www.rallyforthecure.com.

Hit for Hope 

Lindsay’s Hope Hit for Hope was held June 27-28 at 
Bent Creek Country Club in Lititz, Pa.  The event, 
a 24-hour tennis marathon, raised over $40,000 for  

“Lindsay’s Hope.”  Lindsay’s Hope is a non-profit organization,  
started by 17-year-old Lindsay Weierbach, which supports 
research for a cure for scleroderma, an autoimmune disease 
that affects the skin and connective tissue. Weierbach has  
had the antibody for six years and co-founded the organization  
with her parents Kathy and John. Lindsay’s Hope hosts 
numerous fundraising events for scleroderma research to help  
others like her.

Tennis pros George Zink, Ben Zink, Sean Kelleher, Anne 
Nguyen, Jack Bippus, and Ryan Jeckel ran court activities 
around the clock in half hour sessions with the first hour 
devoted to the instruction of Special Olympians.  For the 
remaining 23 hours, the pros gave half-hour lessons for  
a donation of $100.

Various sponsors purchased clinic time and donated the courts to Lancaster Boys and Girls Club, 
Special Olympics of Lancaster, Lancaster Tennis Patrons Association NJTL program and others.

in Memoriam

The Central PA District would like  
to recognize the life of the late Howe 
Atwater. Atwater, a 2007 inductee of 

the USTA Middle States Hall of Fame, passed 
away on July 1 at the age of 82. A state high 
school champion in Illinois, Atwater won 
the Lancaster County Open 10 times after 
moving to the county in 1955. He was ranked 
among the nation’s top 10 in his age category 
in his 40s, 50s and 60s. In 1986, he won the 
USTA 60 Clay Court championship, and the 
following year he won the Canadian national 
60 singles and doubles titles. He was inducted 
into the first class of the Lancaster County 
Tennis Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Atwater’s finesse and prowess on the court 
spanned a number of decades across a number 
of states and will always be treasured and 
remembered. 

Central PA District centralpa.usta.com

Sharon Bear, Mechanicsburg, Pa., hits the court at the 
Women’s Doubles Tennis Classic benefiting Rally for the 
Cure®.

Participants dressed in pink and used pink tennis balls to show their support for the fight against breast cancer.

Lindsay Weierbach (left) and her mom, 
Kathy, pose at the first annual Lindsay’s Hope 
Hit for Hope event.

Howe Atwater
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Delaware District delaware.usta.com

Senator Tom Carper greets the young members of Rodney Street Tennis and 
Tutoring Association.

rodney Street kicks off 29th season

The skies were clear on June 16 for the Opening Day Ceremony of the 
Rodney Street Tennis and Tutoring Association. Along with youth, 
parents, volunteers and staff, Senator Tom Carper of Delaware and 

USTA Chairman of the Board and President Jane Brown Grimes celebrated 
the start of the 29th season where at-risk youth through tennis and tutoring 
are encouraged to “Stay on the Courts…Not in One.”  Rodney Street 
Chairman Joe Abelson said, “We look forward to another successful season 
where we hope to teach tennis to over 1,000 children.” 

Venus stars during youth clinic

Fresh off winning the 2008 Wimbledon title, Venus Williams helped 
run a clinic, sponsored by USTA Middle States and the Delaware 
Smash, for Delaware youth at DuPont Country Club. About 80 lucky 

children had the opportunity to meet the tennis superstar and a benefit from 
her instruction. The children then got to watch her in action as she hit the 
court as a member of the Philadelphia Freedoms.

A great turn out!

WTT Corporate League Challenge  
hits Bethany Beach

World TeamTennis (WTT) Corporate League teams from 
AstraZeneca, University of Delaware and JP Morgan Chase 
participated in the World TeamTennis, Corporate League 

Challenge at Sea Colony in Bethany Beach, Del., May 16-18.

For information regarding Corporate League opportunities in January 2009, 
contact Sue Gardiner at Elkton Indoor Tennis at (410) 398-8282.

Lots of Smiles and Great tennis at 
the Special Olympic Games 

Claudia Brown (first place), Tom Wells (second place) and Judy 
Woods (third place) receive their medals at the 2008 Special 
Olympics Summer Games. The games, held in June, were a 

smashing success. The athletes enjoyed the competition and the medals they 
earned, and the event went off without a hitch, thanks to the dedication 
of the wonderful volunteers from the Women’s Tennis Club of New Castle 
County (WTCNCC). 
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Sexes Battle at Mecco

United States Congressman Charlie Dent, Representative of Pennsylvania’s 
15th District, took to the courts on Tuesday, July 8, for the 2008 “Battle 
of the Sexes” exhibition match at the Mecco Cup. Dent, who teamed with 

Tournament Director Fernando Perez, faced intense competition from professional 
tennis players from the USTA Women’s Pro Circuit in this good-natured competition 
for gender supremacy on the court. Eventually he ended up playing side by side with 
the 1993 French Open Doubles Champion Luke Jensen.  Despite Jensen jumping in 
as a substitute for Tournament Director Fernando Perez (Allentown, Pa.), the men 
were defeated by their formidable opponents, Jamea Jackson (Bradenton, Fla.), who 
last year was ranked the No. 43 singles player in the world, and Asia Muhammed (Las 
Vegas, N.V.). 

Dent, a lifetime Allentown resident, graduated from William Allen High School in 
1978. He received a bachelor’s degree from Penn State in 1982 and returned to the 
Valley to earn his master’s degree from Lehigh University in 1993. From 1991 to 1998, 
Dent served as a member of the Pennsylvania State House of Representatives before moving on to the State Senate from 1999 to 2004. Since 2005, 
Dent has been representing Pennsylvania’s 15th District, which is comprised of the Lehigh Valley, Northampton County and parts of Montgomery 
and Berks counties. He is an ardent tennis fan, player and supporter of professional tennis in Allentown.

Muhlenberg’s After-School Program a Hit!
Allentown School District’s Muhlenberg Elementary School has an after-school program 
that is put together by volunteers who love tennis and understand the benefits it can 
provide today’s youth. Oakmont Tennis Club pros Jeff Schmidt and Bob Dragotta, along 
with club president Jeff Wenck and several board members, help with the program which is 
overseen by physical education teacher Inez Seyler and parent volunteer, Debora Roberson.  
The youngsters are taught basic tennis shots with a culminating match-play session.  The 
kids had a special treat when Varvara Lepchenko, a professional women’s tennis player from 
Uzbekistan, who was practicing on the red clay courts at Oakmont, in preparation for the 
2008 French Open, took the time to answer questions from the fourth and fifth grade 
Muhlenberg students.

Eastern PA District easternpa.usta.com

Lehigh Valley Hosts Eighth Consecutive Mecco Cup 
Venezuela’s Sequera Takes Title  
For the eighth consecutive year, the stars of the USTA Women’s Pro Circuit returned to the Lehigh Valley for the 2008 Mecco Cup.  The tournament, 
a $50,000 USTA Women’s Pro Circuit event, took place at Westend Racquet Club in Allentown, Pa., July 6-13. Luke Jensen, the 1993 French Open 
Doubles Champion, served as the honorary chairperson.
 
Milagros Sequera of Venezuela defeated amateur collegiate player Amanda Fink 
(Calabasas, Calif.), 6-2, 6-0. In the women’s doubles final, Carly Gullickson, United 
States, and Nicole Kriz (4), Australia, def. Chin-Wei Chan, Taipei, and Natalie 
Grandin (1), South Africa, 6-2, 6-3.

The main draw for this USTA Women’s $50,000 Challenger featured 32 professional 
singles players and 16 doubles teams.  The qualifying tournament included an 
additional 32 world-class players. 

Proceeds from the 2008 Mecco Cup were donated to the Miracle League and 
KidsPeace Children’s Hospital. The Miracle League of the Lehigh Valley allows special 
needs youngsters to participate in a baseball league of their own, giving them a chance 
to play ball in a safe and supportive setting.  The hospital helps local kids and teens 
who suffer from traumas and emotional pain in their young lives. The only such 
hospital dedicated just to children in a 75-mile radius, it provides them with a 
deeper level of care than they could receive at home or in their communities.

Charlie Dent (left) and Fernando Perez (right) partnered  
for the 2008 Battle of the Sexes.

Runner-up Amanda Fink (left) and Champion Milagros Sequera (right)  
pose before the start of the championship match.

Participants of the Muhlenberg Elementary after-school 
program pose with Varvara Lepchenko (back row, center) at 
Oakmont Tennis Club. 
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Kim Couts, 
Neptune, N.J.

Shikha uberoi, 
Princeton, N.J.

New Jersey well represented  
at MECCO Cup

At the MECCO Cup, a women’s USTA Pro Circuit tournament held 
in July in Allentown, Pa., three former New Jersey District players 
were in the draw. The Uberoi sisters, Neha and Shikha, both got  

in as Lucky Losers and lost in the first round of singles. Neha won two 
rounds in doubles. Kim Couts won a round in the singles main draw.  
All three grew up and learned to play tennis in the Mercer County area and 
all have had some successes and disappointments in their quest to make it on 
the pro tour. They shared some of the trials and tribulations they face, as well 
as their advice for juniors looking to follow their path.

New Jersey District newjersey.usta.com

What life is like: I am traveling almost 25 weeks a year, 20 usually with 
Shikha. I play 2-3 tournaments in a row; then I go back to train for a few 
days before hitting the road again.

Best moment so far:  Beating two top 50 players, Elena Vesnina and Sofia 
Arvidsson, as well as playing against Martina Navratilova in doubles during 
the US Open.

Dealing with disappointments: The life of a pro tennis player is a roller 
coaster, lots of ups and downs. I am learning to stay happy whether I am on 
a high or a low. It is a grind out here on the tour, but I love what it teaches 
me every day.

Advice for budding tennis players: Make sure you want to do it. Make sure 
it is your dream and that you really love it. Work smart and try not to focus 
on the results, more on the small success in each match.

Best moment so far: My biggest moment, or one of them, was winning the 
silver medal for India in the Asian Games in Doha 2006. I love playing for 
my country - there is nothing that could ever replace that feeling.

Dealing with disappointments: THAT is life’s lesson right there. A pro tennis  
player loses once a week on average. Be ready for that. Learn to have short 
term memory! 

Advice for budding tennis players: Work hard and be patient. Don’t ever 
give up. Be ready to lose a lot. Know that success is defined as getting up 
every time you are down. Lead a balanced life. Respect your team, i.e., 
parents, coaches, teachers, friends. Be humble.

Fast facts: Age 19; Exactly a year ago, I was ranked No. 638. Right now,  
I am No. 288, so it has definitely been a big jump! I feel like I’ve improved 
my game a ton, and that I’m a much better player now  than I was a year ago.

What life is like: Lots and lots of traveling!!  I’m usually away at tournaments 
2-3 weeks out of every month.  When I am home, I usually spend about 
three hours per day on court, and then 30-45 minutes of fitness. It’s definitely  
a lot of work, but I really enjoy it.

Best moment so far: Winning my first professional tournament last summer. 
Also, in April, my partner and I beat Samantha Stosur and her partner. It was 
great to have the opportunity to play someone formerly ranked No. 1 in the 
world, and who just recently was a finalist at Wimbledon. 

Dealing with disappointment:  It’s definitely tough out there. Every time 
you step on the court, you have to be completely ready, both physically and 
mentally, for a battle. You just have to keep fighting and doing your best.   
Of course there are disappointments, as in any sport. Learn from your 
mistakes, try to get better and improve for the next time, and move on. 

Advice for budding tennis players: Be prepared for a lot of work,  
and a lot of ups and downs, but if you’re willing to dedicate your whole life 
to being the best pro tennis player you can be, then go for it! Play as many 
tournaments as you can in the juniors. I think that’s the time when you learn 
how to be a good competitor. Believe in yourself that you can do it, and 
never give up. And have fun!

Neha uberoi, 
Princeton, N.J.

Fast facts: Age 22; Ranked 350 as of 
late July; ranked No. 196 a year ago; 
spends most of the time training 
in Boca Raton, Fla.; “I had a few 
injuries last year that did not allow 
me to play my best tennis.”

Fast facts: Age 25; Last year I took 
off to take care of asthma-related issues  
that I was struggling with for so long.  
I lost my ranking almost completely. 
Now I feel much better and am coming  
back! I was ranked as high as 122 
singles and 80+ in doubles.

What life is like: We train 4-5 hours 
a day, plus fitness for 1-2 hours.

For information on the New Jersey District,  
contact Millie Sams at: njdtennismsams@comcast.net.
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The deadline to register a team for Jr. Team 
Tennis (JTT) was the following day and 
Suzanne Jackson was just beginning to 

learn about the program. Little did she know that 
when her phone conversation ended with local 
JTT Area League Coordinator, Beth Hoover, 
Jackson would have registered not one, but  
two teams. 

A West Chester, Pa., resident, Jackson, had no 
idea what she was getting herself into, except 
for the fact that her two sons would now have 
more time on the tennis court. The two boys 
participated in the Gold Cup program (see page 
6) over the winter and were looking to become 
more involved in tennis. In an effort to get her 
two sons on a team, Jackson contacted Hoover, 
who put her in touch with the USTA Middle 
States Tennis Service Representative (TSR), 
Justin DePietropaolo. Because it seemed the 
other JTT teams had reached their player limit, 
DePietropaolo encouraged her to start her  
own team.

“The day before the deadline, my son’s high school 
team had a match and after the match the coach 
asked if any of the boys would like to participate 
in JTT,” said Jackson. “We had a great response; 
too many for just one team.” 

Fortunately for Jackson, the team managers 
were two girls from the high school girl’s tennis 
team and they were willing to ask some of their 
teammates to join the team. Soon enough, 
Jackson had enough interested boys and girls  
to fill two teams.

Jackson is just one of the many parents involved 
in coordinating teams in the Chester County 

Parent-coaches Kim Hall (left) and Barbara Hurt Simmons (right) pose with their 
team – the Whitford Aces.

Philadelphia District philadelphia.usta.com

Beth Hoover (center) helped run the Philadelphia District’s JTT District 
Championship as well as the Middle States JTT Section Championship. 

Summer JTT League. The league is made up  
of 280 players, who comprise 27 teams, many  
of which are organized by parents.

The league coordinator, Hoover, is a parent too. 
As the mother of four children, three of which 
play tennis, she has been immersed in a tennis 
environment for years. Her oldest daughter 
competed in various local tournaments, but  
found she missed the team aspect that she had 
with other sports.

“The atmosphere at the local tournaments was  
so intense,” said Hoover. “JTT is still competitive, 
but the players get to compete as a team.”

The program’s stress on a laidback and fun 
atmosphere has kept Hoover active in JTT for  
the past two years. With four kids, she recognizes 
the importance of spending time with your family 
and believes tennis to be a great sport for families 
to be involved in together.

“Tennis is one sport families can easily play 
together,” said Hoover. “Courts are readily 
available around town and it is amazing how  
fast the kids’ skills pass the parents.”

Many of the parent’s participation has carried  
far beyond just playing against their children  

at community courts, as they are now 
coordinators and coaches for their sons  
and daughters’ tennis teams.

Another enthusiastic and devoted parent 
coordinator is Barbara Hurt Simmons, who 
organizes tennis summer camps at Downingtown 
East High School, club tennis at the middle 
school, and the a JTT 14-and-under Intermediate 
team, the Whitford Aces. Her two daughters have 
both played JTT and she admits to her love  
of being involved with each of them.

“The best part of JTT is the enjoyment of 
watching your kids play tennis in a team atmosphere,” 
said Hurt Simmons. “Kids see tennis as an 
individual sport, yet JTT provides the positive 
experience of supporting one another and 
cheering for your friends on the court.” 

Both Hurt Simmons and Jackson have proven you 
can be a tennis novice or veteran and still organize 
a JTT team. The sport has continued to flourish 
because of the supportive and passionate parents 
who recognize their involvement with their 
children as a priceless experience.

 – Lauren Reddy

Parents key  
to getting kids on court
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Middle States Happenings

Photo 1: Left to right: Luke Jensen poses with Arlene Pierantozzi 
(Breinigsville, Pa.) at a special tennis clinic for sponsors at the 2008 Mecco 
Cup. Jensen, the 1993 French Open Doubles Champion, served as the 
event’s honorary chairperson.

 
Photo 2: New Jersey District (NJD) President Ellen V. Williams and 
NJD Secretary Millie Sams meet tennis star Venus Williams prior to the 
Philadelphia Freedoms versus Delaware Smash match on July 8. 

 
Photo 3: April Gift (Front) and (back row: left to right) Stephanie Otto, Suzy 
Atkinis and Leslie Collins, the organizers of the First Annual Rally for the 
Cure® Women’s Doubles Tennis Classic in the Central PA District. 

 
Photo 4: Dr. John McShane, MD, the Philadelphia Freedoms team doctor, 
poses with John McEnroe, McShane’s daughter Casey, and Linda Hammell 
of Fox Chase Cancer Center. McShane was the winning bidder in a half-time 
auction which benefited Fox Chase. 

Photo 5: Merion Cricket Club’s (MCC) Director of Tennis, Pascal Collard, 
poses with Tracy Austin – former World No. 1 and 1979 and 1981 US 
Open women’s singles champion – at the Merion Cricket Club. Austin  
ran a Cardio Tennis workshop for MCC members. 

 
Photo 6: 2008 USTA Middle States Hall of Fame inductee George Wills 
(right) chats with Philadelphia Freedoms staff members Steve Jackson  
and Jessie Rybacki. 

 
Photo 7: Members of the USTA Middle States Boys/Girls 16 Zone Team 
take a break in the action in St. Louis. Front: Elise Held. Middle (Left  
to Right): Adam Salam, Kimmy Borza and David Kazakevich. Back (Left  
to Right): Connor Lisco, Cara Wirth
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